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INTRODUCTION. 



While the great Washington Ifved, it was thought, that without his' name and his 
support, no object of national importance could be safely undertaken. Nor was 
this confidence confined to matters of a public luiture. In all kinds of business he 
was able, und was often called upon to give advice, even in cases where he must 
have judged, not firom experience, but observation. That his opinion should 
deserve nmch more deference in those matters which belong to his peculiar 
sphere, no one will question. 

It is as a soldier, and as a statesman, that we are most familiar with him. 6n 
questions of war and politics, none in the main, appeal from his decisions. Why 
should not the peaceful tillers of the soil place as great dependence in the first 
agriculturist of his day? Agriculture was Washington's study and delight In the 
cultivated ^eld his practice was as excellent as his tactics skilful on the field of battle, 
his maxims of husbandry as wise as his political precepts. So important did he 
consider the position of the American Farmer, both to the wealth and prosperity of 
the nation, that he himself, setting the prime example, devoted aU his leisure time 
either to the culture of his fsixms in person, overseeing and directing all things 
with his own eye, or in conducting an extensive correspondence on the subject 
with some of the most experienced men in Europe. 

« ■ ^ , * 

The "Letters to Arthuji Young and Sir. John Sinclair," cannot therefore be 
too highly prized, presenting as they do the opinions of one so practical and scientific; 

3 



Digitized by 



Google 



10 

and as coming from Washington, exclusively of their internal merit, are worthy of 
the highest regard of every American citizen. 

Every one who reads these letters, will )perceive that the illustrious Farmer of 
Mount Vernon was not only in advance of his day in regard to the agriculture of 
this country, but in advance of the present day; for it may \<^ell be doubted wheth(3r 
any farmer in the United States now conducts his operations with such perfect 
system. He determined with mathematical certainty years before hand, just what 
rotations in his crops he would make; and laid out his plans so accurately, that 
he never found it necessary to change them, unless for the purpose of making 
some experiment Theory and practice went hand in hand, aiid he proved how 
true ifris in agriculture, as in every othef occupation, that "science crowns her 
votaries." He regarded this as the most noble, and the most ennobling of all 
employments. 

That time is past, when to ser& and slaves alone was committed the production 
of the fruits of the earth, and when to do such work constituted man a menial. 
That falsehood, with numberless like errors, is fast vanishing away vol the night of 
the dark ages. Here at least, in this new world, the American Farmer may look up,, 
and fear not glorying in his occupation. He feels liimself one of a class which is a 
pillar, and an honored pillar too, of the nation. Here, under the tem^de of freedom, 
he may lift his embrowned hands toward heaven, aaid thank GOD for the blessingi^ 
of liberty secured, toil ennobled; and for Washington, under GOB, the ensurevof all 
these privileges, and Father of his countHy. 

/Washington was also in advance of bis times in relation to the establishment of a 
National Board of Agriculture. With his far reaching mind, he conceived of the 
great advantages which must grow Out of such an ijistitution: Prompted in this, 
as he was in every thing, by the purest patriotism, he urged the subject on the 
attention of Congress from year to year; and in his last message, 5th of December, 
1796, presents it to their consideration in the following mahneri: 
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"It will not be doubted, that, with refierenoe either to individual or national 
wel&re, agriculture is of primary importance. In proportion as nations advance in 
population and other circumstances of matuiily, this truth becomes more apparent 
and renders the cultivation of the soil more and more an object of public patrons^e. 
Institutions for promol!&ig it grow up, supported by the public purse ; and to what 
object can it be dedicated with greater propriety? Among the means which have 
been employed to this end^ none have been attended with greater success than the 
establ^hment of Boards, composed of ptoper characters, charged with collecting 
and diffusing information, and enabled by premiums, and small pecuniiary aid, to 
encourage and assist a spirit of discovery and improvement This species of estab- 
lishment contributes doubly to the increase of improvement, by stimulating to 
enterprise and experiment, and by drawing to a common centre, the results every 
v^here of individual skill and observation, and spreading them thence over the 
whole nation. Experience, accordingly, haa shown that they are very cheap iur 
strutnents of immense national benefits." 

In this country agriculture has been, and must ever continue to be, the chief 
pursuit of the great body of our citizens. Before no other people, perhaps, has 
Providence spreads out such an extent of varied, well watered, and fi^rtile lands, 
reaching from the cold and severe climate of Canada, to the sunny plains of Texas, 
and from the Atlantic to the Pacific Ocean ; large portions of it, as j^et, untouched 
by the implements of agricultural industry. Large and navigable rivers flow in 
various direcltons through Xhese immense regions, affording a ready passage for 
the productions of the earth to our great commercial citi«^, whef'e they can be 
distributed among the various markets of the world 

Since then all other pursuits derive their life and energy from Agriculture, and 
our inducements and advantages for the cultivation of the soil are so numerous and 
great, whatever may contribute to the skill, success and elevation of those who may 
engage in it, must be deeply interesting to all classes of our citizens, and "to every 
section of the country. ^ 
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The Father of his country has left upon record, that agriculture had ever b6en his 
fevourite pursuit And in one of his most interesting letters -to Sir John Sinclair, 
he observes, '* I know of no pursuit in which more real and important service can 
be rendered to any country, than by improving its agriculture, its breed of useful 
animals, and qlher branches of an husbandman's cares;" — anfl it is well known that 
at all times, when not occupied by public duties, and especially after he retired from 
the service of his country, he engaged zealously in the culture and improvement of 
his own farm, and availed himself of all means and sources of information that 
might contribute to hifi! success. H^ saw not only that commerce and manu£Bu:^tures, 
and all the varied fbrinsof mechanical effort were sustained by agriculture; that 
without its aid and resources all other activities and operations must quickly cease; 
but that this was the main foundation of the wealth of States, and especially that it 
must be so of our Republic ; and that, as Liebig remarks, a rational system of 
agriculture must rest on scientific principles ; although, in the time of Washington 
these principles were but very imperfectly developed. Chemistry, geology, mine- 
ralogy, and botany, are all in close relation to agriculture ; and the great work of 
Liebig on the application of tiiQ fir^t of these sciences to the discovery of the nature 
and properties of soils, vegetables and manures, and their adaptation to each other, has 
already done much, and will do far more to enlighten, advance, and reward agricul- 
tural industry. 

But agriculture is not less an art than a science ; and though in this respect 
nearly as much neglected as in the latter, yet a new spirit has been excited,^ and 
through the publications of many intelligent Farmers, and the statements of their 
varied and valuable experiments, a^d th^ efforts and influence of agricultural 
societies, we may anticipate rapid improvements in all the methods and operations of 
husbandry. 

Let the Farmer be well informed, let him realize the importance and dignity of 
his vocation, and he wiU see that hi3 interests, no less than his reputation, are 
concerned in the skilful management and application of all his materials and 
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instrumentalities to the end for which Ihey are designed. His tools, cattle, fences, 
bams, and every thing per|aining to his farm, will exhibit skill, care, judgment 
and good taste ; and all the movements and adjustments indicate the presence of a 
wdl ordered, €adightened, and well disciplined mind. 

• -,-■- 
Among the many errors of the day, there are few greater, or more pernicious, than 
that of imagining agriculture a pursuit which may be prosecuted successfully with 
little or no education. It certainly demands an education far ^ore varied and 
extensive, than that of any other profession or pursuit; and recent discoveries seem 
to indicate that even those who have devoted to it most intensely and exclusively 
their attention, are as jet but acquainted with the rudiments of agricultural 
Ipiowledge. ^ It is then highly important that our youth should be educated for the 
profession of agriculture, liiat they should not only study the theory, but see 
practically exhibited the best systems of agriculture, and horticulture, which is 
its adorning. 

For this purpose seminaries, must be esta-bUshed, where instruction in practical 
agriculture shall be combined with science and literature, imparting a charm to 
hbor performed in demonstration of theory. 

But, perhaps, our chief reliance for immediate improvement must be upon 
societies formed in tbe ^veral towns arid counties throughout the Union; upon 
the diffusion of well prepared publications, and ilpon the efforts of individuals, 
producing by their writings and example, a general sentiiment which shall give to 
this employment that high place among the pursuits df human life, which it so 
eminently merits and demlands. 

The moral effects of the peaceful and quiet pursuits of agriculture are not among 
its least recommendations. It has been in the retirement of the country, in 
communion with nature and nature's God, adtnonished by the influence of the 
seasons, and other causes which human wisdom could neither foresee nor control, of 

4 
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a ocmstant dependence apoa an, ovemiling Providence, that the most yirtoons and 
greatest minds have been fhrmed. Thus 9ome of tl» sternest and noUest potriote of 
old Rome were jsummoned from, the Plough to the Senate, the command of armies, 
or to hold the helm of State in troublous times. So the immortal WAsmNoroM was 
called by his bleeding country to command her forces in the great contest for our 
liberties. And we rest assured that Agriculture, of all the pursuits of man, connected 
with the things ci the present life, is most free from dangerous temptations, most 
certain c^ a competent reward, most fiityourable to dometrtic virtue, to patriotism, and 
to piety. 

F. K. 

Washington, February 22, 1847. 
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Momrr Vbrkon, 5th of August^ 1786. 
Sir, • . . - 

. Arthur Young, Esq. of Bury, in Suffolk, having been so ohligix^ as to offer 
to procure for me, implements of husbandry, seedsj &6. I have accepted his kind- 
ness ^th much pleasure, because he is a competent judge of the first, and will be 
careful that AJ6 letter, are ^ood of their several kinds ; a thing (^ much consequence, 
and which does not often happ^i with seeds imported into this coontrj from 
Europe. 

I have requested him to forward these articles to jour C8£re, and .draw upon you 
for the amount Let me entreat your particular attenticoL to them, wi^ a- request 
that the captain of the vessel on boardof which they are shipped, may be solicited to 
keep the seeds in the cabin, or out ctf the ship's hold, at any rate, as they never fail 
t9 heat and spoil wfa^i put there. 

I am Sir, 
. . / Your most obedient humble servant, 

G, WASfflNGTON- 
^ Wakelin Welch, Esq. , / 



Mount Vernon,' 6th. of August, 1786. 
Sir, 

I have had, the honour to receive your letter of the seventh oi January, firom 
Bradfield-Hall, in Suffolk, and thank you for the favour of opening a correspondence, 
the advantagesH^f which will be so much in my favour. 
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Agrioulture has ever been amongst the most favourite amusements of my life^ # 
though I never possessed mue]i skill in the art; and nine years total inattention to 
it^ has added nothing to a knowledge which is best understood from practice ; . but 
with the means you have been so obliging as to furnish me, J shall return to it 
(though rather late in the day) with hope and confidence. 

The system of agriculture, if Jiie epithet of system can be applied to it, which is 
in use in this part of the United States, is as unproductive to the practitioners as it 
is ruinous to the land-holders. Yet it is pertinaciously adhered to. To forsake it, 
to pursue a course of husbandry which is altogether different ^and new to the gazing 
multitude, ^ver averse ta novelty in matters of this sort, and much attached to their 
old customs, requires resolution ; and without a good practical guide, may bor claur 
gerous ; because, of the many volumes which have been written on this subject, few 
of them ar« founded on experimental knowledge-r-are verbose^ ix>ntradictory, and 
bewildering. Your Ann^ils shall be this guide. The plan on ^hich they are pub- 
lished, ^ves them a reputation which inspires confideti^e; and for the favour of 
sending them to me, I . pray you to accept my very best apknowledgments. To 
continue theto, will add much to the obligation. - 

To evince vritii what avidity, and with how littie reserve, I embrace the polite 
and friendly offer you have made me, T)f supplying me with "men, cattle, tools, 
seeds, or any thing else that may add to my. rural amusement," I will give you. Sir, 
the trouble of providing, and sending to the care of Wakelin Welch, Esq. of London, 
merchant, the following articles : . . 

Two of the simplest and bes^construbted ploughs for land which is neither very 
heavy nor ssmdy, Tq be drawn by two horses — ^to have spare shares and coulters — 
and a mould on which to form new irons when the old ones are worn, out, or wjll 
require repairing. . 

I shall take the liberty in this place to observe, that dome years ago, firom a 
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description, or recommendation of what waa then called the Rotherham, or patent 
plough, I sent to England for one of them; and till it began to wear, and yrss 
ruined by a bungling country smith, that no plough could have done better 
work, or appeared to have gone easier with two horses; but for want of a mould, 
which I had neglected to order with the plough, it became useless after the irons 
which came in with it were much worn. 

A little of the best kind of cabbage-seeds, for field culture. 

Twenty pounds^ of the best turnip-seeds, for ditto. 

Ten bushels of sainfoin-seeds. 

Eight bushels of the winter vetches. J 

Two bushels of rye-grass seeds. 

Fifty pounds of hop clover-seeds. . 

And, if it is decided, for much has been said for and against it, that bumet, as an 
eaily food, is valuable, I should be glad of a bushel of this seed also. Red cbvef- 
seeds are to be had on easy terms in this country, but if there are any other kinds 
of gtass-seeds, not included in the above, that you may think vabiable, especially 
for early feedii^ or cutting, you would oblige me- by adding a small Quantity of 
the seeds, to pat me in stock. Early grasses, unless a species can be found that will 
stand a hot sun, and oftentimes severe droughts in* the summer months, without 
much expense of cultivation, would suit our climate best. 
. - ■ ■ - " ^ ^ . • . '' ■ , , ' 

You see, Sirj that without cJeremony, I avail myself of your kind offer; but if you 
should find in the course of our correspondence, that I am likely to become trouble- 
some, you can easily check me. Inclosed I give you an order on Wakelin Welch, 
Esq. for the cost of such things as you may have the goodness to send me. I do not 
at this time ask for any other implements of husbandry than the ploughs ; but when 
I have read your Annals (for they are but just come to hand) I may request more. In 
the meanwhile, permit me to ask what a good ploughman might be had for : annual 
wages, to be found (being a single man) in board, washing, and lodging ? The writers 
upon husbandry estimate the hire of labourers so differently in England, that it is 
not easy to discover from them, whether one of the class I am speaking of would 



Digitized by 



Google 



18 

cost eight or eighteen pounds a year. A good ploughman at low wages, would come 
Tery opportunely with the ploughs here requested. 

By means t)f the application I made to my friend Mr. Fairfi&x, of Bath, and 
through the medium of Mr. Rack, a bailiff is sent to me, who, if he is acquainted 
with the best courses of cropping, will answer my purposes as a director or Superin- 
tendent of my farms. He has the a{q>earance of a ][dain honest feirmer ; — is indus- 
trious; — and from the character girenof him by a Mr. Peacy, with whom he has 
lived many years, has understanding in the management of stock, and of most 
matters for which he is employed. How far his abiUties may be equal to- a pretty 
extensive concern, is questionable. And what is still worse, he. has come over with 
improper ideas ; for instead of preparing his mind to meet ^ ruinous course of 
cropping, exhausted lands, and numberless inconveniencies into which we had been 
thrown by an eight years war, he seems to have expected that he was ooming to 
well organized farms, and that he was to have met ploughs, harrows, and all the other 
implements of husbandry, in as high taste as the best farming counties in England 
could have exhibited them. How far his fortitude will enable him to encounter these 
disappointments, or his patience and perseverance will carry him towards the work 
of reform, remains to be decided. 

With great esteem, I have the honour to be, ' 

Sir, your most obedient, humble servant, 

G. WASHINGTON. 
Arthur Young, Esq. 



Mount Vernon, 16th of November, 1786. 
Sir, 

The inclosed is a duplicate of the letter I had the honour of writing to you 
the 6th of August 

The evil genius of the vessel by which it was sent, (which had detained her many 
weeks in this Country, after the letters intended to go by her were ready, agreeably 
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to the owner's appointment^) pursued her to sea, and obliged the captain, when 
maxxj dajTS out, by the leaky condition in which she appeared, to return to an 
American port. The uncertainty <tf his ckmduct with respect to the letters, m the 
apdogy I oflG^r for giving you the trouble of the inclosed. - 

Since the date of it, I have had much satis&ction in peruadng the. Annals d 
Agriculture^ which you did me the honor to send me. If the testimony of my 
approbation. Sir, of your disinterested conduct and perseverance, in publishing so 
useM and beneficial a work, than which nothing, in my opinion, can be more 
conducive to the wel£ure of your country, will add aught^ to the satasfSeustion you 
must feel from the conscious discharge of this interesting duty to it, I give it with 
equal willingness and sincerity. 

In addition to the artides which my last requested the &vour of you to procure 
me, I pray you to have the goodness of forwarding what follows : 

Eight bushels of what you call velvet wheat, of which I peroeive you are an 
admirer. 

Four bushels of beans, of the kind you most approve for the ptitpoaes of a &rm« 

Eight bushels of tiie best kind of spring barley. 

Eight Imshels of ihe best kind of oat& 

And eight bushels of sainfinn-seed. . All to be in good sacks. . 

My soil will come under the^ the descriptioa oi loaoij i^vrith a hard day, or (if it 
had as much of the properties as the itppearance might be denominated) mad, firom 
eighteen inches to three feet below the surface. 'The heaviest soil I have, would 
hardly be called a stiff or binding clay in England; and none of it is a blowing 
«tand. The sort which approaches neareirt the former, is a light grey; and that to 
the latter, of a yellow red; In a word, the staple has been good; but by use aiul 
abuse^ it ia brought into bad ccmdition. 

I have added this information, Sir, that you may be better able to decide on the 
kind of seed most proper for my farm. 
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Permit me to ask one thing more. It is to fiiTour me with your dpinion, and a 
plan of the most complete and useftd farm-yard, for &rmdof about five hundred acres. 
In this I mean to comprehend the bam, and every appurtenance which ought to be 
annexed to the yard. The simplest and most economical plan would-be preferred, 
provided the requisites are all included. Mr. Welch will answer your draft for the 
cost of these articles, as before. He is advised of it. 

I have the honour to be. Sir, 
^ Your most obedient and most huipUe servant, 

G. WASHINGTON. 
Arthur Young, Esq. 



%,'X/\.(X/VSJN<N/<>/S^/^/V^/WVVArfV>/*y\/\/WN/W%/\/V>/V'^/W 



Mount Vernon, November 1, 1787. 
Sir, 

Your favour of the first of February came to hand about the iniddle of May 
last. An absence of more than four months firom home> will be the best apology I 
can make for my silence till this time. 

The grain, grass-seeds, ploughs, &c. arrived at the same time, agreeably to the 
list ; but some of the former were injured (as will always be the case) by being put 
into the hold of the vessel; however, upon, tiie whole, they were in much better 
order than those things are generally found to be, when brought across the Atlantic. 

I am at a los9. Sir, how to express the isense ^hich I have of your particulsdr 
attention to my commissions, and the very obliging manner in which you offer me 
your services in aiiy matters relating to agriculture, that I may have to transact in 
England. If my warmest thanks will in any measure compensate for these favours, 
I must beg you U> accept of them. I shall alwajrs be exceedingly happy to hear firom 
you, And shall very readily and cheerfully give you any information relative to the 
state of agriculture in this country, that I am able. 



Digitized by 



Google 



21 

I did myself the honour to band the set of Annals to the Agriculture Society in 
Philadelphia, which you sent to that body, through me. The president wrote a 
letter to you, expressive of the sense they entertained of the favour which you did 
them ; and mentioned thereiti, the.efiects of some experiments which had been made 
with planter ci Parife, as a manure: I intended to have given you an Bccountof it 
myself, as I find the subject is touched upon in your Annals, but this letter has 
precluded the necessiiv of it. - 

The fifth voluoi^ of the Annals^ which wais committed to the care of Mr. Athawes 
for me^ did not come to band till some time after I had received the sixth. 

The quantity of sainfbin which you sent me, was fully suflScient to answer my 
purpose; I have sown part of it, but find that it comes up very liun; which is like- 
wise the case with the winter wheat, and seme other seeds which t have sown. 

I' have a high opinion of beans, as a preparation for wheats and shall «nter as 
largely upon the cultivation of tiiem next year, as the quantity of seed I can procure 
will admit " - - - 

I am very that glad you did* not etigage a ploughmai^ for me at the high wages 
which you mention^ for I agree with you^ that that single circumstance, exclusive of 
the others which you enumerate, is suffioiently objectionable. I have tried the ploughs 
which you sent me, and find liiat they answer the description which you gave me of 
them ; this is contrary to the opinion of almost every one who saw them before they 
Were used ; for it was thought their great weight would be an insuperable objection 
to their being drawn by two horses. 

I am now preparing materials ta build a bam precisely agreeable to your ^lan, 
which! thiidc an excellent one. « Before I undertake to give the information you 
request, respecting tlie arrangements of farms in this neighbourhood, &c. I must 
observe that there is, -perhaps, scarcely any part of America, where, farming has been 
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less attended to than in this State. The cmltivation of tobacca has been almost the 
sole object with men of landed property, and consequently a regular course of crops 
have never lieen in view.- The general custom has been, first to raise axropof 
Indian corn, (maize) which^ according to the mode, of cultivaton, is a good pref)erar 
tion &3fr wheat; theh a crop of wheat; after which the ground, is respited (except 
fix>m weeds, and every trash that can contribute to its foulness) fer about eighteen 
months; and so on, alternately, without any dressing, till the land ia exhausted; 
when it is turned out, without being sown with grass-seeds, or reeds, or any method 
taken to restore it ; and another piece is ruined in the stttne manner. No more cattle 
is raised than can: be supported by lowland meadows, dwamps^ &x>. and the tops -and 
blades of Indian com ; as very few persons have attended to sowing grasses, and 
connecting cattle with their crops. The Indian corn is the chief support of the 
labourers and hearses. Our lands, aa I mentioned in my first letter to you, w^re 
or^inally very good ; but use, and abuse, have made them quite otherwise. 

.The above is the mode of cultivation which has been generally pursued hwe, but 
the system of husbandry which haa been found so beneficial in Eng^land, and which 
must be greatly promoted by 3wur valuable Annals, is now gaining ground. There 
are several, among which I may class myself, who are endeavouring to get into yx)ut 
regular and systematic course of cropping, asfiist as the nature of the business will 
admit ; so that I hope in-the course of a few years, we shall make a more respectable 
figure as fieurmers, than we have hitherto done. ' 

I vidll, agreeably to your desire, give you the prices^crf our products as nearly as 
I am able; but you will' readily conceive from the foregoing account, that they 
cannot be given with a^ny precision. Wheat, for the last four years, vrill ayerage 
about 4^. sterling per bushel, of eight gallona. Rye about 25. 4d. Oats 1^. 6d 
Beans, peas, &c. have not been sold in any quantities. Barley is not made here, 
firom a prevaling opinion that the climate is not adapted to it^ I however, in opposi- 
tion to prejudice, sowed about fifty bushels last spring, and feund that it yielded a 
proportionate quantity with any other kind of gratin which I sdwed; I might add. 



Digitized by 



Google 



23 

more. Cows may be bought at about 3/. sterling, per head. Cattle for the slaughter 
vary from 2|d, to 4|(i'€*eriing, per lb., the former being the current price in sum^ 
mer, the latter in the winter or spring. Sheep at 125. sterling, per head; and vroeH. 
ata^ut Id. per lb. I am not able to give you the. price of labour, as -the land is 
cultiyated here wholly h^ slaves, and the price of labour in the towns is flujctuating, 
and governed altogether by circumstances. 

> * . • 

Oive me leave to repeat my thanks lor your attention ta me, and your poUta offer 
to execfute any business relating to husbandry, which I may have ia .England ; and 
to assure you that I shall not &il to apply to you for whatever I may have pccasion^ 
for in that line. ^ ^ 

- I am; Sir, . - 

^- . ' With very great esteem, 

. Your most obedie&t, humUe servant, 

^ aWASfflNGTON. 



P. S. 1 observe in the sixth volume of your Annals, there4s a plate and descrip- 
tion of Mr. Winlaw's mfll, for sepahtting the grain from the heads of com. . Its 
utility or inutility has, undoubtedly, been reduced to a certainty before this time; 
if it possesses sdl the properties and advantages mentioned in the description, and 
you can from your own knowledge, or such information as you entirely rely on, 
recommend it as a useful machine, ivhere labourers are scarcer I should be much 
obliged to you to procure one for me, to be paid for and forwarded by Mr. Welch ; 
provided it is so simple in its construction, as to be worked by ignorant persons, 
without danger of being spoiled^ for such only will manage it here ; and the price of 
it doed not exceed 15/., as mentioned in the Annals, or thereabouts. 
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Mount Vernon, December 4, 1788. 
Sir, ^ 

I have been favoured 3vitk the receipt rf your letter dated IhQ firet day of July ; 
and have to express my thanks for the three additional volumes of the Annals, 
which have al^ come safely to hand. ^ 

- • ' • < ■ 

The more I am acquain.ted with agricultural affairs, the hetter I am pleased with 
them; insomuch, that I can no where find «o great satisfistction as in those innocent 
and useful pursuits. In indulging these feelings, I atn led to reflect how much more 
delightful to an undebaiiched mind is the task of making improvements on the earth, 
than ail the vain glory which can be acquired from ravaging it, by the most uninter- 
rupted career of conquests. The design of thisi observation, is only to show how 
much, as a member of human ^society, I fedl myself obliged, by ydur labours to 
render respectable and advantageous, an employment which is more congenial to 
the natural dispositions of mankind than any other. 

I am also much indebted to you, for the inquiries you were so kind as to make 
respecting the threshing machines. Notwithstanding I am pretty well conviiiced 
fix>m your account, that the new-invented Sccrtch machine is of superior merit to 
Winlaw's, yet I think to wait a little longer before I procure one. In the inter- 
mediate time, I am not itiseilsible to your obliging offers of executing this, or ahy 
other commission for me; and shall take the liberty to avail myself of them as 
occasions may require. 

I would willingly have sent you a lock^f the Wool of my sheep, agreeably to 
your desire, but it is all wrought into cloth, and I must therefore defer it untirafler 
the next shearing. You may oxpect it by some future conveyance. A manu- 
facturer from Leeds, who was lately here, judges it to be of about the same quality 
with the English wool in general, thoiigh there is always a great difference in the 
fineness of different parts of the same fleece.* I cannot help thinking, that increasing 
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and improving our breed of sheep, would be one of the most profitable speculations 
we could -imdertake; especially in this part of the continent, where we have so little 
winter, that they require either no dry fodder^ or next to none; and where we are 
sufficiently distant from the frontiers, not to be troubled with wolves or oth» wild 
vermin, which prevent the inhabitants there from keeping flocks. Though we da not 
feed our sheep upon leaves, as you mention they do in some parts of France, yet we 
cannot want for psistures enough suitable for them. I am at a loss; therefore, to 
account for the disproportion^ between th^ value and that of black cattie ; as, well as 
for our-not augmenting the number* So persuaded am I of the practicability and 
adTantage of it, that I have raised near two hundred lambs upon my farm this year. 
I am glad to find that jrou are likely to succeed in propagating the Spanish breed of 
sheep in England, and that the wool doea not degenerate: for the multiplication of 
useful animali^ is a common blessing to mankind. I have a prospect of intro- 
ducing into this country a very excellent race of animals also, by means of the 
liberality of the King of Spain. One of the jacks which he was pleased to 
present to me, (the other perished at sea,) is about fifteen hands high,, his body 
and limbs very large in proportion to his height; and the mules which I have had 
from him, appear to be extremely well formed for service. I havo likewise a jack 
andjwo jennetts from Malta, of a very good size, which, the Marquis de la Fayette 
sent to me* The Spanish jack seems calculated to breed for heavy slow draught; 
and the others for the Saddle, or lighter carriages. From thege, altogether, I hope to 
secure a race of extraordinary goodness, vHiich, will stock the country. .Their 
longevity and cheap keeping will be circumstances much in their fietvour. I am 
convinced from the littie experiments I have made with the ordinary mules, which 
pierform as much labomr, with vastly less^ feeding than horses^ that those of a superior 
quality will be the best cattie we can.: en^ploy for the .harness ; .and indeed in a few 
years, I intend to drive i^o other in my carriage, having {appropriated for the sole 
purpose of breeding them, upwards of twenty of my best mares. 

Since J wrote to you formerly, respecting the objection made by my labourers to 
the weight of my. ploughs,! have had sufficient experience to overcomie the ill- 
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founded prejudice, and find them answer the purpose exceedingly well. I hare 
been laying out my farm into fields of nearly the same dimensidns, and assigning 
crops to each until the year 1796. The building of a brick bam has occupied much 
of my attention this summer. It is oenstructed aocording to the plan you had the 
goodness to send me; but with some additions. It is now, I belieye, the largest. and 
most convenient one id this country; Our seasons in Uiis country, or at least in this 
part of it, hare been so much in the two opposite extremes of dry and wet, for the 
two summers pabt, that many of my experiments hare tidied to give^ a satis&ctny 
result, or I would have done myself the pleasure of transmitting it to you. In tike 
first part of the last EPummer, the rains prevailed beyond what has be^ known in the 
memory of man; yet the crops in most parts of the United States are good^ They 
were much injured, however, in those places on my fsurm, where the soil is mixed 
with day, and so stiff as to be liable to retain th^ moisture* I^ptemted a large 
quantity o( potatoes, of which only those tiiat .were put in as lajte as the end of June> 
have produced tolerable well. I am, notwithstanding, more and more convinced of 
the prodigious usefulness of this root,. and that it is very little, if any thing o( aa 
exhauster. I have a high opinion also of carrots. The same un&vouraUeness of 
the season, has rendered it unimportant to give a detail of my experiments this year 
in flax, though I had sowed twenty-five buriiels of the seed. In aome spots it has^ 
yielded well ; in others very indifferently, much injured by weeds and lodgits. 

As to what you suggest at the close of jrour letter, respecting the publicatioa of 
extracts from my ccNrrespondence, in your Annals, I hardly know what to say. I 
eertainly highly approve the judicious execution of your well-conceived project of 
throwing light oA a subject, which may be more conducive tiian almost any other to 
the happiness of mankind. On the oae hand it seems scarcely genoDus or proper, 
that any farmer, who receives benefit from the founts contained in such publications, 
should withhold his mite of information fitMU the general stock. On the other hand, 
I am afraid it might be imputed to me as a piece of ostentation, if my name should 
appear in the work. And surely it would not be discreet ftr me to run the hazard 
of incurring this imputation, unless some good might probidily result to society, as 
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some kind of compensation for it. Of this I am not a judge, I can only say for 
myself, that.1 have endeavouced> in a state of tranquil retirement^to keep myself as 
much from the eye of the world as I possibly could. I have studiously avoided, ba 
muck as was in my power, to giw any cause for ill-natured or. impertinent comments 
on my conduct: and I should be very unhappy to have any thing done on my 
behalf, however distant in itself from iminx>priety, which should give occa^on for 
one officious tongue to use my name with indelicacy. For I wish most devo]|illy to 
glide silently and unnoticed througb the remainder of life. This is my heartfelt 
wish; and these are my undisguised feelingsi Aftw having ^submitted them coufi* 
dentia^y to you, I have such a reliance upon your prudence, as Jto leave it with you 
to do what you think, upon a full consideration of the matter, shall be wisest and 
best i 

I am, with very great regard and esteem, Sir, 

Your most obedient and'obhged hiunble servant, 

G, WASHINGTON. 
Artqitr Young, Esq. ■ ^ ' ' ^ 



^ New York, August 15, 1789, 

Sir, / ^ 

Recollecting that in one of your letters to me, you had requested me to send 
yoa a sample of the wool produced by my she^, I directed .that a fleece of a mid^ 
dling size and quality should be sent ta me at tiiis place, liHiich has beto done; and 
I now transmit it to you by the British packet, directed to the care jo( Messrs. 
WiJcelin Wdch & Son, in London. 

I am, Sir, 
Your most obedient servtot, \ 

G. WASHINGTON. 
Arthur Young, Esq. - 
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PhiladelphUi August 16, X791. 
Sir, . . 

That I may not be thought inattentiye to your ftivour of the 26ih of January, 
which came to my hands about ten day9 ago OQly, I avail m3r8elf of the first packet 
since the receipt of it, to inform you that the Annals, and Cfdoorkm intibUSf hare 
got safe to my hands. A set of the former I have presented, in your name, agreeably 
to your request, to the Agricultural Society in this city. For the other set, for the 
seeds, and for the mai^ui^tured wool from the fleece I sent you, I pray you io 
accept my best thanks. 

With astonishment hardly to be conceived, I read in No. 86 of your Annals, the 
accoimt of the taxes with which you are burthened. Had the account come from 
dubitable authority^ the reality ^of such a tax ivould not only have been questioned, 
but ahsobitdjf disbelieved ; for I can assure you, Sir, that there is nothing in this 
country that ]x3& the sejnblance of it. I do not, however, mean to dwell on this, or 
any other part of your letter at this time : the purpose of my writing to you now, is 
to acknowledge the receipt of the things you had the goodness to send me ; and to 
assure you, that with great pleasure I will forward, in a short tipie, such information 
with respect to the prices of lands, stock, grain, amount of taxes, &c, &a as vdll 
enable you to form a pretty accurate idea of the present state, and future prospects, 
of this country. . 

In the mean-while, I believe I may confidently add, that although our agriculture, 
manufactures^ and commerce, are progressing; although our taxes are light; 
although our laws are in a foir way of being administered well, and our liberties 
and properties secured on a solid basis, by the general govemn:ient having acquired 
more and more consistency, strength, ^andrespectalnlity as it moves on; yet that no 
material change in the prices of the above lorticleshas taken place, except in a few 
instances of land under peculiar advantages ; nor is it probable ther^ will be in the 
latter, whilst there is such an immense territory back of ua, for the people to resort 
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to. In a word, Sir, when you come to receive full answew to your several inquiries, 
I am inclined to believe that you will not be unfavourably impressed, or think an 
estabU^ment in the United States, ineligible tOf those^ whose views are extended 
beyond the limits of their own country. . 

s 

Having closed my correspimdence with Wakelin Welch, Esq: and Son, I have to 
request that your communications to me, in future, may pass through the hands of 
Mr. Johnson, Consul for the United States in London. With best wishes, and 
sentiments of much esteem, 

lam, ^, .' ^ 
Your most obedient, and very humble servant, 
^ G. WASHINGTON. 

Arthitr Young> Esq.^ 



'^ Philadelphia, December 6, 1791. 

Sir, . 

In a letter which I £uldre^»ed to you on the 15th of August^ acknowledging the 
receipt of yout favour dated the S5th of January preceding, I promised to answer th^ 
queries contained in it, in detJetil. Accordingly I took measures for that purpose, by 
writing to some of the most intelligent faarmera in the state of New York, New Jer- 
sey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, and Virginia; as you will perceive by the circular letter 
heiewith enclosed : and have^ obtained the answers from the three last-mentioned 
Stated, that are thereunto annexed. I did ilot extend my inquiries to the northward 
of New York, nor to the southward of Virginia; because in neither extremity of the 
Union, in my opinion, iarthe climate, (?6il, or other circumstances, well adapted to the 
pursuits of a mere farmer,, or congenial to the growth of thov^maller grains.^ 

I have delayed the information I am about to give you, in expectation of receiving 
answers which have been promised me from the states of New York and New Jersey; 
but as they are not yet arrivisd, and a vessel is on the point of isalMng for London, 
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I shall put this packet under cover to Joshua Johnson, Esq; our Consul at that port; 
with a request to him, that it may be forwarded to you by a safe oonyeyance. The 
others shall follow as opportunities may present; it being my wish to give you a 
comprehensive view of the different parts of this country : although I have no hesita- 
tion in giving it at the jsama time as my opinion, that if I had a new establishment to 
make in it, it would be, under the knowledge I entertain of it at present (and I have 
visited all parts, from New Hampshire to Georgia h;iolusively,) w one of the three 
States of which you are furmshed with particular accounts. New York and New 
Jersey do not differ much in soil or climate, from the northern parts of Pennsylvania. 
Both are pleasant, and both are well improved, particularly the first But the country 
beyond these, to the eastward (and the farther you advance that way, it ia still more 
so,) is unfriendly to wheat, which is subject to a blightor mildew, and of late years, 
to a fly, which has almost discouraged the gro.wth of it The lands, however, in the 
New Ei^land StateSj^ are strong and pri3ductive of pther crops, are well improved, 
populously seated, and as pleasant as it can be in a country fast locked in snow 
several months in the year. /' 

To the southward of Virginia, the climate is not well adapted to wheat; and less 
and less so as you penetrate the warmer latitudes ; nor is the country so thickly set- 
tied, or well cultivated. In a word, as I have already intimated, was I to commence 
my ciareer of life anew, !l^ should not seek, a residence north of Pennsylvania, or south 
of Virginia: nor (hut this I desire may be received with great caution, for I may, 
without knowing I am so, be biassed in fistvour of the river on which I live,):should 
I go more than twenty-five miles from the margin of the Potomac. In less than half 
that distance, in some places, I might seat myself eifter in Pennsylvania, Maryland, 
or Virginia, as local circumstancea might prompt me. ^ 

Having said thus much, some of the reasons which lead to this opinion, may be 
expected in support of it 

Potomac river, then, is the centre of the Union. It is between the extremes of heat 
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and cold. It is not so fer to the south, as to be unfriendly to grass ; nor ^o far north 
as to have the produce of the summer consumed in the length and severity of the 
winter. . It waters the soil, and runs in that climate which is most congenial to Eng- 
lish grains, and moi5t^ agreeable lo the cultivation of them. It is the river, more than 
imy other, in my opinion, which must, in the natural progress of things, connect by 
its ii^and navigation, (now nearly completed one hundred and ninety measured mile? 
up to Fort Cumberland, at the expense of 60,000/. sterling, raised by private subscript 
tion,)the Atlantic States with the vast region which is populating, beyond all concep* 
tion, to the westwsurd of it. It is designated by law for the seat of the empire; and 
must from its extensive course through a rich and populous country, become in time 
the grand emporium of North America. To these reasons may be added, that I3xe 
lands' within, and surrounding the^district of Columbia, are as high, as dry, and_ as 
healthy as any in the United States; and that those above them, in the counties of 
Berkeley, in Virginia; Washington, in Maryland; and Franklin, in Pennsylvania, 
adjoining ea^h other, at the distance of from sixty to one hundred miles from Colum- 
bia, are inferior in their natural state, to none in America. The general map of North 
Anierica, which is herewith enclosed, will sh6w the situation of this district of the 
United States ; and on Eyans's map of the middle colonies, whiph is on a larger scale, 
I have marked the district of^XiJolumbiawith double red lines;, and the counties adja- 
cent to, and above it, c^ which particular mention has been made, with single red 
lines. The last-mentioned map shows^ the proximity of the Potomac, which is laid 
down from actual feurvey, to the western waters; and it is worthy of observation, that 
the Shenandoah, in an extent of one hundred and fifty miles from its confluence, 
through tiae richest tract of land in the state of Virginia, may, as is supposed, be made 
navigable for less than 2000^ The south branch of Potomac, one himdred miles 
higher up, and, for one hundred miles^of its extent, may be made navigable for a much 
less sum. And ^he intermediate waters on the Virginia side in that proportion, 
according to their magnitude. On the Maryland side (the river Potomc^), to the head 
of the north branch, being the boundary between the two States,) the Monocacy and 
Conogecheap, are capable of improvement to a degree which will be convenient and 
beneficial to th^ inhabitants of that State, and to parts of Pennsylvania, r 
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The local, or State taxes, are enumerated in the answers to the circular letter; and 
these, from the nature of the government, will probably decrease. The taxes of the 
general govemment will be found in the revenue laws, which are contained in the 
volume that accompanies this letter. " The Pennsylvania Mercury, and Philadel- 
phia Price Current,*' are sent, that you may see what is, and has been, the prices of 
die several enumerated articles which have been bought and sold in this market at 
different periods, within the last twelve months. 

An English farmer must entertain a contemptible opinion of our husbandry^ or a 
horrid idea of our lands, when hje shall be informed that not more than eight or ten 
bushels of wheat id the yield of an acre; but this low produce may be ascribe, and 
principally too, to a cause which I da not find touched by either of the gentlemen 
whose letters are sent to you, namely^ that the aim of the farmers in this country, if 
they can be called farmers, is, not to make the most they can from the land, which is, 
or has been cheap, but the most of the labour, which is dear ; the consequence of 
which has been, much ground has been scratched over and none cultivated or im^ 
proved as it ought to have been: whereas a farmer in England, where land is dear, 
and labour cheap, finds it his interest to improve ancl cultivate highly, that he may 
reap large crops from a small quantity of ground. That the last is the true, and die 
first fiua erroneous policy, I will readily grant; but it requires time to conquer l^ 
habits, and hardly any thing short of necessity is able to accomplish it. That neces- 
sity is approaching by pretty rapid strides. 

If from these communications. you shall derive information or amusement, it will 
be but a small return for the favours I have received from you; and I shall feel happy 
in having had it in my power to render them. As they result from your letter of the 
525th of January, and are intended for your private isatis&ctibn, it is not my wish that 
they should ^ promulgated as coming from me. 
With very great esteem, I am. Sir, 

Your most obedient and very bumble servant, c ^ 

G. WASHINGTON. 
Arthur Young, Esq. 
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The following circuktr letter was addressed to several gentlemen, the best 
^ informed of the agriculture, value of lands, and the prices of produce, &c. in 
the states of New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, and Virginia; 
and the answers which have been received are thereunto subjoined. 

circular/ ■ ' -^ ; 

Philadelphia, August 26, 1791, 
Dear Sir^ 

Some inquiries having been made of me by important characters,, on the 
state of agriculture in America, comprehending its several relations, and intended 
to ascertain the value of our lands, with their yield in the several kinds of grain, 
grass, &c. the prices of farmhi^ stock* the pricey of produce, &c. together with a 
list of the taxes in the different States, wTijch may in any way affect the farmer: as 
an object highly interesting to our country, I have '^determined to render the most 
just aiid satisfactory answers that the best information I can obtain from different 
parts of the United States will enable ine to give. . 

Witti this view, my confidence in your disposition and knowledge, leads me to 
offer tp your inquiry, and to request from your intelligence, as early information as 

may be conveniejit, on the following heads : 

^ 

1. The fee-simple prices of farming lands in such part of the State of . 

ifi are neither so near to large towns as to enhance their value, nor so distant from 
market as greatly to reduce it, or to make the- situation inconvenient. In your 
anilwer to this inquii^, be pleased to note, generally, the situations, the soil, and if 
it be practicable, the proportions of arable, pasture, and wood-land. 

2. The rents of the same lands, when leased, and generally, the terms of lease. 

3. The average product of the same lands in wheat, rye, barley, oats, buck-wheat, 
beans, pease, potatoes, turnips, grasses, hemp, flax, &c. in the coniinon mode of 
husbandry now practised. . ' 
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4. The average prices of these articles, when sold at the fiarm, or carried to the 
nearest market. 

5. The average prices of good.worldng horses, working oxen, milk* cows, sheep, 
hogs, poultry, &c. . 

6. The average price ci beef, veal, mutton^ pork, butter, and cheese, in the neigh- 
bourh&od, or at the nearest market towns. r 

7; The price of wrought iron, whence the price of fiirming utensils may be 
inferred. • 

8. A list of the taxes laid in the State of ' 

The tendency of this inquiry, will be my Bipology for the tax)uble it may give to 
you. . 

I am. Dear Sir, with great regard. 

Your most obedient servant, 

G.WASHINGTON. 



ANSWERS TO THE PREClEDINa LETTER. 

York Town, Pennsylvania, Sept. 24^ 1791. ' 
Sir, . 

I considered myself as highly honoured by your favour of the adth xAt, and 
have taken ^ the pains in my power to give you the satisfaction you wish for. 
Being boool obliged to leave home fot several weeks, t am somewhat pressed in 
time, but thought proper to write you the result of my inquiries and observaticmis at 
this period, as I atn s^e you will be ready tq make allowance, for time, and other 
circumstances. 

j> ' 
I cannot boast of elegance of style, but shall «tudy to give you my idea», founded 
as well upon the information I have received from others, as my ovm experience; 
said if any of my communications prove acceptable, or useful to you, I shall esteem 
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* 

myself highly rewarded. You were pleased to direct my inquiries chiefly towards 
York and Franklin counties>in this State; I haw accordingly done do, andlieg leave, 
in order to be better understood in my answers, to divide York county into three 
districts; and to call FrankUn county the fourth di^ct ' 

First District. — ^Ywk Valley, beginning at the Susquehanna, at Wright's Ferry, 
and running through York county, inpluding Yort Town, McAllister's Town, (alias 
Hanover,) and Petersburg, (alias Litdestown,) to the Maryland line, near the latter 
place. In length about thirty-nine mile^, in breadth from three to four miles. 

Seccffld Districts— Tha lands lying on the right of that valley, adjoining the same, 
and bounded by the river Susquj^ianna, thie South Mountain, and the Maryland line. 

Third District— The barrens of YcJrk, including the lands on the south of Ywk 
Valley, 16 the Maryland line* 

Fourtk District. — ^Franklin coimty. 

Answerto query the first.— The fee-simple price of farming lands in the First Dis- 
trict, may be averaged at &h\bs, per acre, (the dollar at 7^. 6d) York Town lies 
56 miles from Baltimc^e, 45 from Rock-nin, 55 from Christiana-bridge, and 89 miles 
fipom tjie Philadelphia market. McAllister's Town is 18 miles from York, and 45 
from Baltimore. Petersburg is seven miles from McAllister's, and 48 from Bal- 
tamore* ' . > 

The soil of this valley is of tha limenstone kind, and is rather of a rich quality when 
fresh; it is generally covered with a black mould. Some spots, however, are inclined 
to gravel or date, from the intrusion of a few small hiUs. The proportion of meadow 
grauiid to arable land, may be as one to twelve; more than one half of the aralde 
land is, generally, in grass for pasture, sown every third year with red clover, or 
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timothy seed. Tlie settlements have been- 86 rapid in this district sihce the year 
1740, and the jplantations are so close, as not to leave more than a fourth of wood. 
The farms appear nearly all accommodated witii running springs. - The inhabitants 
are mostly industrious and carefiil. They are advancing by a steady pa^e, and do 
not seem inclined to make many innovations upon the ancient practice of agricul- 
ture. Indeed they are already strong in property; their buildings, stock, and cat- 
tle, all show it The timber^ locust, walnut, wild*cherry, hickory, black oak, white 
oak, &c. 

In the Second District, the fee-simple price of farming land may be averaged at 
3/. and 105. the acre. The soil is generally of a reddish colour, sometimes mixed with 
sand. We call it sandstone land through the greater part of the district. The state 
of agriculture there, is not so flourishing as in the first district, though the country is 
thickly settled, and you find plantations amongst the highe&t hills. The proportion of 
meadow to arable land may be somewJiat greater than in the first district. The lands 
in many places naturally inclined to, grass; the ftsurmers here are not so careful of 
sowing grass-seed in their fields as those in the first district. The timber, walnut, 
black oak, white oak, poplar-chestnut, &c. 

Third District. — ^This district is in general badly timbered, and the soil poor, of 
the gravelly or ^late kind, and of a reddish casl^ often mixed with sand; notwi&- 
standing these disadvantages, more than half the barrens are under cultivation; the 
wood composed of dwarf white oak, chestnut, &o. The price per acre may be esti- 
mated at thirty-five shillings. What .is a little remarfaible, the inhabitants of tiiis 
district have paid their taxes with more punctuality than most other parts of the 
State. Meadow land as to arable, may be as one to fifteen ;. pasture grounds littie 
-attended to. Before I proceed to Franklin, I would observe that the great South 
Mountain, or Blue Ridge as it is called in Virginia, divides York> from Franklin 
county, and is from seven to ten miles in breadth; a very small proportion of it can 
be cultivated. 
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Fourtk District.^— Franklin is a compact county, including Cumberiand Valley, 
between the South and North Mountains for upwards of twenty-five miles, and -part 
of the rich settlement of Gonococheague and Antitem ; few situations in America can 
claim a superior soil, it is nearly alt limenstone land. The quantity of meadow as 
to arable land, may be counted in the same proportion as in the first district of York 
county, about one half of the improvable land is cleared. The residue abounds in 
the largest locust, walnut, hickory, and oaks. The county town is Chambersbui^, 
distant eighty miles firom Baltimore, ninety from Georgetown, and twenty-four miles 
from Potomac river at Williamsport. - Green Castle is a handsome village, situate 
eleven miles from Chambersburg, nearer the Potomac, on the road to Williamsport, 
and seventy-fivd miles from Baltimore, and seventy-nine from Georgetown. In 
several of the settlements, lands bear a high price, but when I came to average for 
the county, I estimated the acre at Al 

Answer to query the second. — ^When you reat for money^ you will seldom obtain 
more than four per cent, interest upon yaur purchase money. 

The safest and naost cemthon mode is, I believe; to lease on the shares ; where the 
lands are good, the lessor frin)iishes the one-hsdf of the seed grain, and obtains from 
the tenant one-half of the produce oi the grain, and implements. The grain 
delivered in the bushel, hay, &c. on the farm. By this way of leasing, we may 
have ftdl six per' cent, for the purchase money y or value of Hie lands. Plantations of 
^erior quality are leased on the thirds, that is^ the lessor finds a third of the seed, 
or sometimes none, and obtains one-third of the produce of grain, hay, &c- 

Lands fori!nerly were purchased, and pa3rment was to be made by instalments, 
without interest, and the sums so moderate, that an industrious man could discharge 
them in the oourse of ten years; few w6uld lease, when they might purchase so 
cheaply. The vast quantity of back lands, induce a number to prefer actual pur- 
chase in a precarious situation, to leasiiig in the old settlements. ^ However the 
descendants of the Germans are not as adventurous as some of their neighbours. 
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They seem attached to. peaceable habitations, and Inake the best tenants. Real 
property with us seems to obtain a more fixed talue, and cannot be had. without an 
adequate price. 

Answer to query third. 



YIELD TO TH» ACKB, CALOULATBD Br THE BtTS^L, 


1st district . . . • 
2d district .... 
8d district .... 
4th district. . . . 


1 

15 
12 
10 
16 


• 

• • 
• 
• 

20 
17 
12 
20 


3- 

25 
20 
15 
25 


■s 
as 

25 
20 
85 


f 

30 
25 
20 
30 


i 

• 

25 
25 
15 
26 


% 

r 

25 
20 
15 
25 


J 

75 
70 
60 
78 


150 

ISO 

75 

150 



Beans and peas aro not raised in any great quantity; but the soil is, in general, not 
unfavourable to their culture^ In the first district, they chiefly propagate the blue 
grass and clover, and the same may be said of part of Franklin county. In the resi- 
due of the district they depend on timothy meadows; the former will jrield one ton 
and a half to the acre, the latter two tons« The blue grass and clover have a seccmd 
crop, which goes to about two-thirds df the first The lucem grass, I should inchne 
to think, would do well. here, choosing fevourable situations; but I imagine it has npt 
been sufficiently regarded. Some English grasses, brought over by the first setders, 
also suit the soil. ^ 

Mu6h hemp might be raised in these coii;mties^ were there proper encouragement; 
the foreign hemp glutathe markets, and therQ is not a sufficient protecting duty , to 
spur Qie &rmer to rai^e-this useful article; 

Our hem^ lands tvould average a seven hundred weight to the acre (that is, what 
is called broken hemp); hackled flax may be oalculid^ lOOlbs. to the Bcre*. I have 
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endeavoured to average tiie productions, and believe I am rather under than oyw tiie 
quantity. In the firesh lands, or wh^e they are moderately manured,, we may safely 
add one-fourlih more than I have set down. With European husbandry, much would, 
doubtless, be effected; yet there are a few instances at York and Lancaster, where 
between forty and fifty bushels of wheat have been raised to tlxe acre. Barley yields 
greatly in the firesh or msmured lands; but sufficient encouragement has not been 
given to raise it. The market for this grain has been very fluctuating, and wheat has 
been sown in its place. I estimated potatoes, perhaps, too low, for when there is only 
a reasonable care used, we may speak of upwards of an hundred bushels to the acre; 
but they are freqiiently carelessly planted, and not sufficiently attended to. I have 
known less than 6ne acre produce upwards of four, hundred bushels. 

Answer to query fourth. — ^The towns I have mentioned in York and Franklin 
counties, carry on considerable trade, ancl purchase the produce of the country; but 
much the greater part of the wheat and flour is transported to the Baltimore market 
by the farmer. 

Upon a review of six years past (exclusive of the year 1790,) I. estimate the prices 
at the towns in the counties as follows: 





YORK COUNTY., 


FSANKLTN COUNTY. 


perBshJ. 


1 per lb. I^Ton. 


per Bshl. | per lb. 


Ton. 




B.d[. 


fs.d. 


£. 


«. d. 


s.d. 


£.». 


Wheat . . 


. 6 


— . 


—*. 


5 


. ^ 




Rye . . 


. 8 e 


.— . 


. .» 


3 6 


.^ 


»• 


Barley . . 


.40 


— 


' — 


2 


..._ 


^ 


Oats . . 


. 2 0^ 


-^ 


"... 


3 8 




•«.. 


Buck-wheat 


. 2 6 


_ 


..., 


2 9 


... 


'«_ 


Indian-corn 


. 8 


... • 
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.... ' 


._ 


Speltz . . 


. 2 6 


' — 


— . 


1 lOi 
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_^ 


Potatoes . 


. 2 


... 


...» 
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.^ 


... 


Turnips • 


. 1 


" 
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-. 


Hay . . 


— 




8 


— . 


.M 
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Hackled-flax 


"• .^ 
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^.«. 
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m^m 


Hemp • * 


— 


6] 








6 


— 



I have estimated the prices at the county market; you may allo^ a deductiiin 
of Ad, the budiel between the ferm and the market; the differenee as to flax and 
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hemp will be. yety tmalL The expense of hauling hay dep^icU; on the distance. 
You maj have a waggon and fouir honea for a day, in the winter, at \b$. 

Answer to queries the fifth and sixth. 



Touc cotDimr. 


ntAIIKlIH OOURTT. 




£. ».d. 


£. «. d. 


A worfcbg hone . 


20 


17 10 


Pair of workiog oxen 


17 


15 Q 


A milk cow . . 


4 10 ' 


4 6 


Sheep . , . . 


12 6 


10 


Hog . . . . ; 


1 10 


1 10 


Turkey. .... 


2 6 


.0 2 6 


Gooee . . , ; . 


2 «( 


2 


Duck ..... 


10 





Duog.hiil fowl . ' . 


6 


06 


Pork, per lb . - .' . 


81 


8 


Beef 


8 


2 


Mutton .... 


4 


0-8i 


• Veal ... . . 


b 8 


0.2i 


Butter .... 


8 


8 


New cheese ... 


6 


0, 6. 



Answer to query the sevwith.— ^There is a very great iron market at York: you 
may estimate the ton of wrought iron there 28/., and iron of a similar quality will 
command the same sum at Chambersburg. . 

Answer to query the eighth.-^! herewith give you a list of taxes laid upon the 
county of York since the b^inning of the Reyolution, but they are all nearly dis- 
charged, and tLo new land-tax has been assessed by the State since the establishment 
of the general government. Pennsylvania has a considerable demand' against the 
general government, and has a surplus revenue after pajring all the debts,* which is 



Digitized by 



Google 



41 

intend^ to be applied to th&improvement of roads and nfivigation. No laiid-tax is 
expected to be levied by the State. ^ ^ . 

N. B. The demaad of Pennsjlyatiia ^tgainst the general government, is not yet 
ascertained.^ .'• 



I.I9T OF TAXES hAXD UPON TOKK COUNTT B7 THE OOHHO^- 


WEALTH OF FEHJVSYLVANIA. 


Ib cdntineiital cur- 
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15{,721 4 9 
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79 


3245868 I 8 
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1174,447 18 10 
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14,761 13 9 


^,152 15 6i 
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35,569 7 8 


83 




19,140 11 


_ • , ' ' 


84 
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8,268 15 7 
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6^902 10 It 
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». 


14,032 2 


' 
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6,786 4 11 




88 




6,906. 1 9 




80 




6,826 2 8 


v 



During the war, there were a few indtances where some additional taxes were Isdd 
upon non-jiirors or non-associatoi!^ in the militia. A rate of sixpence in the pound 
upon personal property, will in general, be more than suflficient to pay the county 
tax. The road and p6or-»tax will not come so high. ' 

By the laWs of the Union we pay a dvty upon foreign importations, and an excise 
on wine and spirits of all kinds. He that drinks, must pay. 



-Franklin county nnay be yearly in the same condition bs to taxes. From the fore- 
going statements, it must appear that this cotmty, from clinlate, soil, and situation, 
is favourable to agriculture. The hand of industry, with a good sjrstem, is only 
wanting to bring it to perfection. I imagine that if our farmers were to cijdtivate 
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fewer sicres, asid attend them well, they wpuld succeed- better; a greater regard 
should be had ta collecting proper manure. 

1 have given you my sentiments respecting the two counties, and shall be ready, 
during the winter, to grant any farther assistance in my power. 

I am, with liie greatest respect. 

Your most obedient and most humble servant. * 
The President OF nm llNrrED States. 



Frederick, Maryland, November 10,^ 1791. 
Sm, . ■ 

After mSmy endeaToq^ for assistance, in answering your inquiry into the 
agriculture, &c. of Montgomery, Frederick, and Washington counties, I was obliged 
to rely principally upon my own observations and conjectures; for, asr very few 
measure their fields or produce, it is mere guess work, and they commonly think 
and speak the best of their own affairs^ I Wish my conjectures had more certain 
foundation than tiiey have, yet I flatter myself they wiU mislead no body to his 
injury; they oeHaiidy are not caletilated for that piirpo^ 

I have the hoDDur to be/ with the greatest respect^ ' . / 

Your most obedient servant 
TiTE President. ' 

Montgomery County, .Maryland.— The land in general^ is what may be called 
with us of middling or rati^r'infoior quality; it produces veell when fr«»h cleared, 
but soon declines. It wiU sell according to quality, improvements, and the propor- 
tion ieft itf wood, firom 32^ ^i. to 6/. an acre; it^as been very generally tended the 
first two yetot in tobacco, the third in Indian corn> and tewn down in wheat. As 
common thiroaghoat the State, the tobacbb is jdante^ thte&feet distance each way, 
and the com about six; so that it has bemme a general estfanate, that fottr thousand 
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eight- hundred tobacico plants, or twelve hundred i3om' hiils> take up art acre. The 
produce of tobacco is so various, ^ from four to ten phmts to the pounds noir is that 
<rf Indian com more wrtain. Sttch land M I have described, may be expected to 
yield for the first four crops, accpfding' to tiicr seasons, a pound of tobacc6 for evfety six 
or seven plwiits planted, for some will fail. From fifteen to twenty bushels of Indian 
corni asid from nine 1p twelve btishel$ of wheat, to the acre. After this destruc- 
tive course, the land vs, oft;en i^gain planted the «iext' jr^ar^ with Indian corn^ and 
itown down agian with wheat or rye, without Miy ai^l^ce. The crops accordingly 
lessen^ till the ^s^ becomes iso exhatisted l^^t its produce isli^rcely pays for the 
plouglang. If the land was welt cleared, and «t crop of whea;t w^ put in, in the 
fii^t instance, I have no doubt but the yield ini^t be ibm twelve to twenty bushelsi 
an aer^ and semetim^ moi^. I judge^ that from half t& two-thirda of Montgomery 
county is cleared^; a g^od deal of it is much impoverished^ ^f) as we caU it, wofn out ; 
though a great prt^ortion of it lies Vell^and very little of it sa^y, fto thfett it is 
capable of improvement. Thii^ cbrfnty is> in geneiral, plentifully watered with good 
springs ^md small streams* Very little hay is made in it, thongh there might be a 
good deal of watered meadow. Georgetown, a good port for shipping, in this county » 
has for some yekik past, been the best market for tobacco in the State, perhaps in 
America; and the Montgomery tobacco is in high reputation^ The labour of the 
people has th^efore been^ I may say^ wholly ^plied in the cultivl^tion of tX)badoo. 
Fresh land produces the most certain crop, the easiest tended, and the best in quality* 
BaltiD^re lies convenient to some, and not/vencyilistanl from atay part of the county. 
There and at Georgetown^ the surplus wheat is disposed of; it may in a course of 
ytSiars average about 7»* a bushel. ; 

' Tte stocks of cattle <t^ all kinds are neither numerous or good, sO tiiat there is Uttk 
flesh provision raised in this county fdr sitle; nor is there any surplus of Indian com, 
which is generally from ils;9(lto 35. 6dL a btshel. To say with us, that great quan^ 
titles of tobacco are raised in any ti^t of country, implies ^thoat more^ that the 
land it wasted, and no torplus of any thing made in it but tobacco; Some few planta- 
tions are not to be included within my general^ description; they are very good, aia 
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better mans^ed/and would sell considerablj higher. It may not be amiss to remark, 
that a part of the £^eral district lies withia this pounty, and. the federal city adjoins it 
A great change may be expected to take plaee soon in the price of land, and the kind 
of cultivation. -^ - ' 

Frederick county, Maryland, may be cons^ered under a.divisioi^ of it into three 
parts. The Catoctin, and that part of the South Mbuntkin which lie'within it, the 
immediate space between those mountains, and the land lying lo the< eaiMwwl of 
Monocacy Valley^ and Mbnoeacy Valley itself. The mountain land is very lliin and 
stony, though generally covered with wood and timber; there afe spots, however, 
settled aU through,; such^ and the parts near the better land, sell from 15^. to 27^. &i. 
an acre. Amongst the second class, there are here and there plantations equal in- 
quality^ produce, and price, to the Monocacy Valley; the r^t may be compared 
with the Montgomery land. Mbnoeacy Valley is about thirty-fiv6 or forty miles in 
length, and eight pr ten in breadth, with' the river Monocacy running through it, tod 
emptying into Potomac. Thc^land b generally in small feurms of one hundred to 
twoiiundred and fifty acres. There is aplenty of liine^tone> and not so much as 
to- be prejudicial \ there are many pretty good streams, and most of thef proper situa- 
tioxis are improved by good burr milla.-'' Indeed, there has 'been a rage for floills, so 
(hat the milling is well donoi and On cheap terms. In this part of the county, as 
every where else; |hera is great choice.; very little land sells for less than 3/. or more 
than 8/1 an acre; the average may be sakl to be 67. We are from to forty to fiAy 
miles from Baltimore and Creorgetown, where ^heat. may average 7^« a bushel; car- 
riage to those markets costs usually 3/1 a toil. With us, milk cows sell from 4l to 6/.; 
draught horses fit for wagon or plough, 18/. to 25/.; smaller horses less, and exceed- 
ing good ones more.. Prices at home, of wheat, 5^. Stf.; Indian com,.29. to 3^. 6<i.; 
rye, 3^. 6d.; oats, 2^^ 3rf.; bai:ley, or more propedy; bigg, ,3^. 6rf.; buck-wheat, %s. 
Prices in the Fredricktown marked of graiij, as at4iome; beef, 2Jei to 4(/.; veal, 2d 

r 

to3ie/.; mutton, 3J<i to6J. per lb.; pork 27^. 6rf. to 855. per hundred; butter, I^. The 
market is not considerable, and the ^me prices govern one amongst another in the 
county. Hay, 60^. to 3/. a ton. 
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Wheat is reckoned a cash article, and therefore the chief that we cultivate for mar- 
ket; we also raise Indian com, for consumption on the farms, seldom with a view for 
sale, and have lately increased in the consumption of it. We raise rye also, for thp 
chief feed of our horses. Our management of our land is, in general, far from deserv- 
ing praise, though not so reprehensible as Montgomery. I judge the produce of land 
of 6/. an acre, may be, nearly (fresh cleared) in wheat, twenty bushels. 

In com the same ; in rye rather more. 

Fresh cleared land, growing in com, sowed in wheat, eighteen bushels. 

Fresh land, a crop taken in wheat, and then planted in com, twenty bushels. 

Land not run hard, fallowed, and cropped in wheat once in three years, twenty 
bushels. 

Fallowed, and cropped in wheat once in two years, fifteen bushels. 

If manured moderately it will rise to twenty bushels. 

If pushed every other year, without manuring, it will sink to ten bushels, and even 
lower. Land in general, with the same management, yields more rye than wheat, 
with this advantage, that rye leaves it lighter than wheat, and seems not to exhaust it 
so much. Strong land, of a proper soil, and well cultivated, wiU yield from thirty to 
forty bushels of barley, or rather bigg^ to the acre. Rich fresh bottom, yields five or 
six hundred, and highly manured land six, eight, or nine hundred pounds of hemp to 
the acre ; the cultivation of it has almost ceased. Flax is an uncertain crop. We 
break up our land in May or June, for fallow; begin to cross-plough it about the mid- 
dle of July ; harrow it across, plough in the seed, from three pecks to a bushel to the 
acre, and sometimes lightly harrow with the ploughing. We seldom plough with 
more than two horses, and esteem from the 10th to the 20th of September, the very 
best time for seeding ; the quantity of seed near a bushel, I think I have found, and 
is generally agreed, is the best. We are not so well agreed, whether another plough- 
ing is helpful or otherwise. 

Speltz are sometimes sowed on land too wet for wheat, of which we have a little: 
the yield shelled is much about the same as wheat. We • cultivate but few potatoes, 
or turnips, the latter is always sowed on fresh land, and never hoed ; the potatoes, too, 
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are commonly neglected ; in particular instances, they have been well managed, the 
yield has been very encouraging, some say as far as five hundred bushels to the acre ; 
but one gentleman, on whom I can depend, told me he had not made less than two 
hundred any one year, for several years together. Cabbages, parsnips, carrots, peas, 
and beans, have only been raised for family consumption : they succeed very well, as 
do almost all garden plants and fruits. 

I have myself raised hops and madder : I believe they are wilii us of superior qua- 
lity. A brewer told me he had bought the crop of five-eighths of an acre of hops, 
which turned out twelve hundred pounds ; and several Grermans, as well as one Eng- 
lishman, acquainted with madder, have told me, it is as good here in two years as in 
Europe in three, 

A small meadow is a common object with every farmer; it is of timothy, or natural 
grass ; the timothy is mowed but once a year, the natural grass twice : either, that 
is esteemed good, produces, in the year, from a ton and an half to two tons an acre; 
but msmy, firom unfavourable situation or neglect, turn out much less. We also 
often have clover patches ; they are commonly cut and fed green, and seldom made 
into hay. Some few farmers, in the spring, sprinkle clover-seed on wheat, for pasr 
turage, but it is rare, though every body approves it. Apples, pears, quinces, the 
morello and common cherries, are in high perfection, and with little trouble. Peaches, 
apricots, nectarines, and cherries, of the more delicious kinds, do not thrive so well 
here as near to the bay; yet these and plums, in all situations sometimes, and in 
some situations almost every year, are very good. We have, too, the black mulberry 
in plenty ; exotic grapes thrive very well, and the native grape, of which there is 
great variety, have, in some instances, been much improved by culture. 

The price of bar-iron is from 28/. to 30/. a ton; coarse iron-work firom the smith 
double the price of the bar. Labourers, by the year, about 20/.; by the month, 
40s. and found every thing but clothes. Reapers and mowers, by the day, 3^ 
to Ss. 9d. and found ; a good reaper cuts, binds, and stacks^ about three-quarters 
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of an acre of wheat, of twenty bushela to the acre, a day; a mower> mows about 
his acre. 

Washington county, Maryland, may also be divided in the same manner as Fred- 
erick. Conococheague VaUey is about twenty miles in length and breadth, and has 
CJonococheague and Antitem creeks running through it, and emptying in the Potomac. 
This valley has more lime-stone than Monocacy, is rather stronger, and its inhabi* 
tants say, exceeds it in produce ; I believe it does. The prices of land, labour, hire, 
cattle of all kinds, as well as the kinds of produce, and mwner of cultivation, is so 
mucji alik^y that a particular enumeration would be but a repetition. It lies thirty 
or forty miles farther from the pcHrts, and the grain is generally 6rf. or 8d. lower. 
They too have a plenty of very fine mills, and their wheat is chiefly carried to 
n[iarket in flour. The other parts of Washington are much the same as the inferior 
parts of Frederick. The improvement of inland navigation on the Potomac, is 
likely to lessen greatly the expense of the carriage of the produce of these counties, 
and of course render the lands much more valuable. 

It may be remarked, and seem strange, that I have estimated the produce of the 
richer and poorer fresh lands in their first crops not very different. I believe the 
fact will justify me, for land of middling and inferior quality, for the first two years, 
makes a very vigorous exertion. 

I have .confined myself chiefly to what I believe is the present actual general state 
of things; and when the price of land and of labour is considered, it. will not seem 
wonderful that men will generally, as they are able, go into new purchases, rather 
than highly improve their own lands; but general as the practice is, it is not 
universal. There are instances among us, of thirty bushels of wheat, on an average 
of years, being raised to the acre, on particularly manured and highly cultivated 
spots; and, from essays, it is a common opinion, that good land, highly cultivated and 
manured, will produce from forty to fifty bushels of Indian corn to the acre, and even 
more. 
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Mr. Edward Tilghman, now dead, had three squares of twenty acres each^^ he 
tilled one in tobacco. Tobacco was not the first object with him, it gave place to his 
wheat; on a particular day in September he cleared his ground of the tobacco, 
whether so -ripe as he wished or not; he seeded it in wheat; he let nothing in till the 
May after harvest, unless his calves in the fall, and before hard frost He, the next 
year, pastured twenty cows on the same field; they were turned in with discretion, 
twice or thrice a day for an hour or two at a time; he stabled his cows, and manured 
for tobacco; he thus went round many years. I was at his house upwards of thirty 
years ago, and saw those fields; it was about the fifth of May— one was then in very 
strong wheat — ^in the second, the white clover was considerably more than ancle 
high, with twenty cows, one or two more or less, feeding on it; and the third was 
ploughed up for tobacco, from which, he then told me, he had the preceding year 
made fourteen hundred pounds of butter. He has told me, that his tobacco has 
generally turned out one thousand pounds to the acre; and his nephew told me, 
some yearsj about twelve years after^ that his wheat, for fifteen years, had averaged 
thirty-two bushels and a fraction 1p the acre. We have land in this neighbourhood, 
fiill as good, naturally, as Mr. Tilghman's, which is in Queen Anne's county; and 
the crops are rather more certain in this than in that part of the country. Indeed 
we are very seldom injured by mildews, scab, or blight; the last we scarcely know. 
Mr. Tilghmsm also has told me, that he had upwards of five hundred bushels of head 
turnips to the acre. 

As soon as the wood is taken oflF our strong land, it is covered with white clover, 
which seems as natural to the soil as wood; if the land is not so light as to push the 
wheat into straw too much, twenty bushels an acre may be expected the first crop. 
Those who are acquainted with cultivation, know that manured land will produce 
more grain, or seed, than the richest firesh land, and may calculate for themselves 
what may be expected from firesh land, under good management. 

The truth warrants it, and it may not be amiss to remark, that the District of 
Columbia is the point where the general productions meet in greater perfection tlmn 
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any other, and that from tl^Lence some improve or decline towards the east, and othec^ 
towards the west, in at leaat as ^small distances. a» towards the north and south • 
Gra^, grain, and fruits of all kinds aie very good. To the soiathward and eastj^md, 
graas, wheatjj rYe,;t)ats^ and applds^.are .less perfisd;, or pKxiuced in less quantities. 
Ch^inries, of .the more deliciotis kinds, peachqs^ apricots, nectarines, figs^ aijid i^eloris, 
iinproyeu Tq the northward and westward the latter are not so perfect; th^ former 
impK)ve^ till the neighbourhood of this, and especially in the mountains. Apples 
^eequal to those of the Jersies.. . , - , ! - , . 

Our wheat is commonly Mxty pounds; this year sixty-three, and some.of it axty- 
sey^n.. Our gra$s, ryp, and oat?, better. Pursuing the west to the Alleghany, you 
Gc^e into a country equal, perhaps, toa^y ia the MTPrld, for grass, rj^e, oats, potatoes, 
and fla]^, a« well s^ excellent for wheat; lit is generally said, that llie oats weigh 
6)rty-six:^ wheat from pixty-four to sixty-seven. Thglt the potatoes ajDe abundant, 
of , uncommon size, amd excellent in quality, and that the hackled flax is generally 
a yard longi some ef it is ujertainly sq. / ^ . \ . ,-. 



^ HyDB-PARK, Fairfex County, Virginia, Nov, 18, 1791. 

DsAJt Sir, . , - ^ , • 

.- A desire of conversing with the most intelligent persons in-^my n^hbeurhood,. 
^d.institutmjg^a jx)rTespc^ with others,. on the subject e^. 3rour inquiry, will, I 
hope^ plead my excuse, in b^ing'so ktfe in answering your letter of August I never 
entertained vepjr high opinions of our system ot farming, but what I had, is certainly 
lower than it was. Our farms ?tre, in general,: too large to admit of much nicety, 
.and,M believe^ it would be unhappy im us to have any great desire to.be so, with our 
black. labourers, and the more wOTthlessa^^etches we employ to overlook them. The 
manner too, in which pur attention has been engrossed by the cultivation of tobacco, 
andjarge quantities of Indian coni) has, no doubt, had some share in rendering us 
slQvefily farmers. Having had, hitherto^ -plenty of fi^esh land for these articles, we 
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have disragarcfoa every means of improving our opened ^groujKJs, either by mannre, 
or laying th^m down in grasses; bnt w we begin iio:vB: to set .some store by our woods, 
and tobstcco has declined so' mnch in value, that peogle are generally exchanging 
tobacco for wheat, I flatter myself, the face of our country will spdft Msume mgi, 
app^ai^noe, that will not only do honour to out climate, Imt ourselves. - Indeed it has 
long been, evident to me, that our sagadious nprthem -brethren, npt only considered 
our climate as superior to their Qwn, but our latids too as capable of being made ^ 
frprn'theii: constant annual emigrations^among us. As we may Ije isaid to be entirely 
indebted to these for the bes]t farms^among us, it is very desiraljle that they /should 
happen in a tenfold ratiou '^ . ■'' .'- v' • 

Although, fepm a comparative view of the e^qpprts of wheftt from the sevetat Spates 
in the Union, it appears vthat can^idCTably more of that article ik annually exported 
from Virginia than fit>m any of. the professedly fernring States;, still* it has scisuredy, 
hitherto,^ been considered as a secondary object on our frurms. Till very lately, the 
practiceDffellowirig grounds for Tv^heat, wa3 seldoqtt followed, and even now, it is by 
no means so general &s coulcLbe wishecL ' The usUal mode of sowipg it has been, and 
is now, too generally, i^i our old copi-fields, when the Indian corn is laid by, and - 
which are cultivated every second or third year, without receiving -any manure, of 
being laid down in clover after the orop is tajcen c^. Those who are considered as 
th^ best farmers, and fallow i^iost, trust entirely to their 'ploughing. Their fields are 
too extensive for the manure raised from their, stocky and we h^^ve as yeit no other in 
us0^ \ tl^ughtit necf§sajry taprem^ thus inuch,-geBei;ally, respecting our mocte of 
agrictUture, taprevent .our climate and' soil being, ui^ustly blanpied lor what, ice ^xsok 
are chsncgeable. It i&applicabte to the whc^ State; I believe^ I shall now take your 
queries in their order, and consider first the laixJs in Fair&x county, which is sitcfitted. 
on the river PotomJto, and bo^u^d^d by it for liear forty miles. The Ijuids bete,, are 
generally thin,^ aH^ the soil a stiflf clay. At a little distance from the rivt^r, they are 
rather hilly and broken: The pasturage in summer^ is better tiiati might be expected 
from the appearance, of the land, for, notwithstanding all our bad managem^t, oor 
fields yiisld the white clover plentifally^ and I am satbfied no grounds ca^ turn out 
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^ red clover to bettcir, advtotage, where they are well manured. Thoi^h the county 
cannojt be considered as. abounding so much Iq mtoadow lands as some others^ yet 
thcare are few people, but have tibem. jOn the river,, the most valuable "grounds for 
mseadows, tlie J^ocasons, Jure still unreclaimed ; ^ind, indeed, in every part of the county, 
some ofthe most valuable groun^lsipr mec^ows, are still in their nattiral, state. I can- 
HQt infoTm you of the proportip]i of m^do w-land to the arable, for accuracy in these 
matters; is out of the question in Virginia; not; of wdodUnd to either: but I think! 
aita not wrong wJLthi rejjpect .to the latter, in saying, that better than half the edunty is 
still in woods. ' I^ the upper, parts of the oountj*, from ten t<> twenty miles from, the 
river, the soil is. much intermixed with stones. The average yield of ^heat, to the 
, 4node of agricylture which I have already mentioned was practised with us, is alxmt 
ax for o?Le; In fallowed/ grounds, about eight and ten Ipr one^ The old tobacco 
grounded which have been well manur^, vrill yield '^oni twenty to thirty. The . 
average yield of oats and rye, whioh^have fJso but a poor chance^ (being generally 
spwed in old worn out corn fielfls,) is froih ten -to fifteen, for one; buckPwheat from 
fiflaein to twen^. Barley is not cultivated here. Indian, com, from ten to fifteen 
bushels ^m>cre. As^to pnse,. brains, potatoes, an(i tutnips, our lands peld tliem 
very, well; but as thc^- are not raised for market in general; I cannot say what may 
be their' average product per acre. It has ever appeared to me, that #th0,fariii^rs in 
Europe, who lay so muchrskess upon these articles in their writings, had burexcfel- 
lent ' substitute for tliem, Indian cbm, they wQuld only regard them as we do, for 
culinary purposes^ The- chief grasa cultivated hc^re id the timothy; the average 
product 4Sf it^ per aci'e, is about a tonl It is certainly ^e i;>e^t adj^pted to pur hot suns, 
and particulariy our* slovenly man^menf of \any grass; and this, perhaps, is the 
tie^t reason which can be given for our attending so ' little to any other. Of liem^, 
we raise scarce any in this county; and of flax, as, we raise it><)nly for our own 
domestic purposes, all I can say of it is, that it grows very kindly and plentifally; 
The fee^mple prices of lands at the distance of. ten miles froin the riv^r^nd. town 
of Alexandria, is from twenty to forty shillings per acre, according to quality. It 
is remarkable,, that lands in no^respept -stfperior, on'' the opposite side of the river in 
Maryland, anfl equally distant from the river, sell currently at 41 and 51 per acre. 
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1 kaow not how such a di£ference is to be accounted for, but irom tiie greater degree 
o{ population in propo(rtion to their countr^^. The ssume eircumstanoe must, I suppose, 
account for the lands in VifgHiisubeing gesi6rally so piuph cheaper, though equal in 
qpfiUtj, axKl possessing a mildervdimate than tha lands in the northern Stat^. The 
rents of our lands- have increas^ inuch withia. ttie^e fejir-jears. From the first 
settlement of the co^try, till lately, it/was the pcacticQ^ to> rent the«i on lei^eer for 
two and three lives, at so u^iich tobacco a hundred apres,;^ very often not more than 
twQ hundred poUn4s^ of tobacga an hundred; at^pregent,.however, from the imcer- 
tein prioe of tobacco, the r^nts in that article are beconm unusyat ; so that the com- 
mon mode of renting is noVj eifheir by .the year, or for a term of ten ch: twenty 
years, ajfd at the rate of 8/. to 10/, an btuwjred. This mdde.ia. preferred by the 
tenants, from an idea M^hich^ I belieiYQ, ta be natural to th^ hunian: mind, Ihat of 
becoming pn6 day lords of their own <HUle territory; I'thinfi^it is often qhefis^ed l|y 
our people^ to an excess which frequently injures them. 

The Jands in Pritfce William co»nty and Fauquier, from twenty to^tbirty miles 
.from.Pumfries (a townon tjie pptomao, about thirty miles below^^Alexandria) are, I 
think, much superior to 1^ lands- in Fairfrix, being both more leyel and richer, with 
a greater quaAt^ of . meadow land, though, th^y mc^« still less of it ■ than. we do; 
their system of ferming is, certainly Worse than in ^Fairfax. Hence, their jrield of 
the several Mnds^ of crops, thoQgh on ^tter Idad, does not ^vei^e more than . with 
us. Thejr hav^ been, and^e stijl, more unfortuiiately attached to tobacco than we 
have.been. The soil of both, these counties .is iniich alike, being of a reddie^ day ; 
at the distance of two or threeifeet from the surfiBLcei a thin stratum of ist stone resetnb- 
ling, slate is found; l]^nce, their springs are not so^ abundant^ nos is the water asLgood^ 
as could be wished j but when wells have been dugvthe water has: been found as good 
as any wheiie. The. avisrage fee-simple prices, of their landS| are from. 20^. io-BOs. an 
acre; the terms gf rents are much ©fj they «e in Fdrfwc.. . », 

- The county of Loucioun.lies on i^he Eotojnac, above tairfpoC and is, perhaps, the 
best farming county in the State, being thickly settled with Quakers and G^rman^, 
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from Pennsylvania. . The lowest corner of the county is about ten miles from tide- 
water, and it extends up the river with the meanders thereof, \ipwards of fifty miles. 
It is well supplied with springs, water-courses, and meadows; what are called the 
bottom lands on the river, are very rich^ but the soil throughout the county is 
generally stiff, and of a reddish cast , The upper parts of the county are mountain- 
ous; better than half the county is in woods, as is also the case with the two last 
mentioned counties* Much more attention is paid to meadows here, than in either of 
the counties yet mentioned, it being the first object, in general, in every settlement, 
and their chief concern afterwards. The bottom lands on the river spll firom 3/. to 
5/. an acre; in the interior part of the county firom 1/. 10^. to 3/. an acre. There are 
many leases for lives in this county, given some years ago, by gentlemen hplding 
quantities of lands, at 21 and 61 an hundred acres; but the common mode of renting, 
on the expiration of leases, is for ^ term of years not exceeding, in general, twenty- 
one, and firom 10/. to 20/. an hundred acres* It is also common, in many instances, 
to rent, for one-third of the produce. The average produce of wheat per acre, is 
from eight to ten bushels on their common lands, which, like those in Fairfax, have 
been much exhausted. Their firesh, or river lands, produce firom ten to fifteen 
bushels; the average produce of Indian corn is about fifteen bushels; of rye, twenty; 
speltz, thirty ; oats, twenty-five ; and barley thirty, though the last is chiefly raisecj 
for the purposes of home-brewing, and by the Germans. They manufacture most 
of their own linen and woollens in this county, and distil most of the spirits used, 
firom rye, peaches, and apples, and make a considerable quantity of cider for market: 
they also make many waggons for sa,le, and almost all iron utensils for their own use. 
The meadows yield them better than a ton an acre. I forgot to mention above, the 
produce of buck-wh^at; I am told that the Germans and Quakers firequently raise it 
from thirty to sixty bushels an acre. What I have already observe^ with respect to 
the smaller produce of the farm, peas, potatoes, &c. must suflSce for all the counties I 
have to mention. I have no doubt but the Germans and Pennsylvanians of Loudoun 
would reap more profit firom them than we do; but their distance firom market has 
hitherto prevented them from raising them for Sale, and we seldom attend to what is 
consumed on the farm. 
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I shall now proceed to Berkeley, which, in point of fertility, is without doubt^ the 
richest county in the State. This county lies also on the Potomac, and is penetrated 
by the Shenandoah, wich empties into that river. The lands here, which are called 
the Valley, running parallel with the Shenandoah, and between that and the North 
Mountains, may be divided into four classes : the first quality sells at 41 an acre> 
second at 3/., third at 27., and fourth at 1/. 10s. in fee-simple. The mode of renting 
lands is here too, either by the year, or a short term of years, ^is there are no lands 
which rise faster in value. The first quality rents firom 30 to 30/. an hundred acres, 
the other qualities in proportion ; and none for less than 107. The lands of the first 
quality are considered as too rich for wheat, and, in the- general method of seeding, 
do not succeed so well as those of the second, being more liable to fidl, and the rust. 
It is probable this may proceed froni their not giving it seed in proportion to its 
strength, or from their sowing it as early as their other grounds. That very rich 
grounds do not succeed so well on early sowing, I am convinced, from several trials 
which I have been witness to, by a neighbour of mine on a rich island. This spot^ 
which, when sowed in August, would yield scaircely any thing but straw, when 
sowed in the latter end of October, or first of November, yielded abundantly. The 
second quality producies from fifteen to twenty bushels, when fisillowed ; the third 
from ten to twelve ; and the fourth from eight to ten. The first rate lands produce 
firom forty to fifty bushels of oats per acre, and rye in proportion; the other qualities 
from twenty to forty. Indian com from twenty to forty bushels, according to the 
quality of tha land, and buck-wheat firom thirty to sixty. Barley would, no doubt, 
succeed well on such lands; but I am informed that they raise none. The natural 
meadows are certainly superior to any to be met with any where ; what is called 
the English blue grass, flourishes in the greatest luxuriancy, and is common 
throughout the county* The average crop of timothy is nearly two tons an acre. 
The soil of the best lands is daJrk and fine; of the second lighter, and intermixed 
with soft stones; that of the third and fourth rates still lighter. The whole surface 
of the ground, when cleared, is covered with blue grass. I must now observe, with 
respect to the counties of Loudoun and Berkeley, that the completion of the navi- 
gation of the Potomac, (which we expect will happen, at the farthest, in two years,) 
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will be attetkded with immense benefits to them. Their produce, of every sort, wiU 
be brought to market on as cheap terms as those who live at the distance of eight or 
ten miles. This circumstance, added to the superiority of their lands, certainly 
renders them the most desirable of any counties in the State; and when it is con- 
sidered that they already have the two flourishing towns <rf Alexandria and Greorge- 
town for their markets, and an act of Congress for establishing their permanent 
residence between these places, I think it cannot be doubted that they are the most 
eligible situations in the IJrdcm. In the subjoined taUe, you liave the prices current, 
as accurately as I could ascertain them. 

Prices current, in Virginia money, 6^. the dollar. Best horses, from SOi to 26/.; 
second rate, from 121 to 20/.; small horses may be bought much lower. Oi»n from 
8/ to 15/. a pair; steers unbroke, at 2/. Ip5. to 3/.; best milk cows at 4/.; second-rate 
at about 2/. 10^. to 3/.; veal, at 2d. to 2id. and 3d. per lb.; mutton, at Sd. per lb.; 
pork, frx^m 20s. to 30^. per lOOlbs.; butter from ed. to &/. per lb*; cheese, frtmi 4d 
to ed. per lb.; taUow^ at 8d. per lb. Sheep^ from 6^. to I^.; hogs, 12 montiis old, 
from 12s. to 15s. according to size; beef, at 2d. to 3d; geese, from Is. to 2s.; turkeys, 
2^.; ducks, from 6c/. to 9d,; hens, from Sd. to 8d.; chickens, from 35. to 45. per dozen. 

Wheat, about 45. 6d. per bushel ; buck-wheat, 25.; corn, 25.; beans and peas, 35. to 
45.; turnips and potatoes, from 9d. to 15. 

Hackled flax, from I5. to I5. 3d. per lb.; hemp from the break, from 285. to 305. 
per lOOlbs.; iron, from 25/ to 27/. per ton. 

In the county of Fairfax, from its vicinity to market, several of the above articles 
will average higher. 

RATES OF THE TAXES ON PROPERTY. S. d. 

On land, for every 100/ valuation 7 6 

On Negroes, each above 12 . 2 6 

On horses, eacL . . 6 

On chariots, per wheel * . . 9 « 

On riding chairs, per wheel . . . , 8 

Parish levies from 10 to 30lbs. of tobacco per titheable. 
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County taxes much the same. The two last varjr each year, according to the 
number of poor to be supported, and the number of crimmals; but for the latter we 
are reimbursed by the public* 

Our taxes have also been diminishing every year since peace, so that no country 
has less reason to complain of public burthens at present. 

The above is a list of our State taxes. The only tax imposed by the general 
government, and which the farmer feels, is the tax on stills; this is about 6d. a 
gallon. Though, from its novelty, it has excited some murmurs, I cannot think it 
can be considered as unreasonable,, or improper, by those who reflect either on the 
great injuries produced by the cheapness of jdistilled liquors among us, or the exces- 
sive profits made by the couniy distillers. 

I cannot conclude, without regretting th^t I have not been able to find you a more 
accurate account, in many particulars. I flatter myself it is at least a faithful one : 
I have used my best endeavours to make it so. It has certainly not been in my 
power to pay any compliments to our farmers for their management. 

I am, dear Sir, 

With the greatest respect. 

Your most obedient servant. 
The President of the United States. 



THE FOLLOWING DETACHED INFORMATION IS COMMUNICATED BT PERSONS ON WHOSE KNOWLEDGE AND 

ACCURACY RELIANCE MAY BE PLACED. 

The writer hereof is* best acquainted with that tract of land which crosses Vir- 
ginia, firom northeast to southwest, by the names of the Bull-run Mountains, South 
Mountains, and Green Mountains, and is generally six or eight miles wide, one half 
of which is the mountain itself, and therefore steep; the residue lies at the foot, on 
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each side, in large waving hills, perfectly accessible to the plough. It is of a dark 
red colour, the richest of it is a pure jnould, or loam, without the least mixture of 
sand or grit, though often ^ good deal of broken stone; when first cleared of its tim- 
ber, it lies loose for about a foot deej), that is to say, as far down as the frosts have 
penetrated, but below that, for many feet, the earth is still the same, but hard, as 
having never yet been opened, by the frost; when it has been turned up by the 
plough and has l?eeij exposed to the frost a winter or two, it is nearly as rich .as the 
original first soil. This land is excellent for wl^pat and rye, but yields poorly in 
oats; for Indian corn it is middling. The firuits which abound, are apples, peaches, 
and cherries. The country perfectly healthy, and the climate mgre moderate in sum- 
mer than that below, and in winter than that abgve.. Most of the pajrcels of land 
held by individuals, have been so laid out, as* to contain about one-third of the first 
quality, as above described; ohe-third of a middling quality; and one-third of bar- 
rens well timbered. The husbandry is, in general, very slovenly; under such as it 
is, the lands of the first quality will produce thirty bushels of wheat to the acre, 
when fresh, and being tended alternately in wheat and Indian corn, (the latter . of 
which is a great exhauster,) without ever being rested pr manured, they fall at length 
down to eight or ten bushels the acre. The soil of middling quality will yield 
twelve or fifteen bushels of wheat the acre, when fresh, and fall down to about eight. 
The grasses which have been found to succeed' best, are red clover and orchard 
grass ; green sward does well also ; only one good cutting of these can be counted 
on, unless the ground can be watered. A tract consisting of the three qualities 
before mentioned, in equal quantities, in that part which lies near the Rivanna river, 
say about Chariotteville, will sell for about 22^. Qd. to 27^. 6d. sterling the acre, on an 
average;* it will be more or less, in proportion as there is more or less of the best 
or worst qualities; produce is water-borne from hence to the tide-waters seventy 
miles distant. Adyancing north-eastwardly along the same mountains, these lands 
are dearer, though their produce cannot be water-borne till they reach the Potomac. 
Going south-westwardly along the same mountains, lands become cheaper. Where 
they cross the Fluvanna, or James river, they are about two-thirds of the price 
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b^re mentioned; and from that part their produce may also be water-borne to 
tide-waters one hundred and thirtj miles distant. 

' Ordinary prices about Charlotteville are as follows : 
A labouring n^o man is hired by the year, for 91. sterling, his clothes, and food. 
A good plough-horse costs 10/. to IHL sterling. 

A cow, 305.; ia sheep 6*.; ^a sow IO5.; a goose, or a turkey, 25-; a dung-hiU fowl, 6^ 
A bushd of wheat, 35.; of rye,. 32|J.; of Indian cpm Is. 6(t 
Beef in autumn, and pork in winter, I65. the lOOlbs.; bacon, 6d. to 8d. the lb. 
Hay, 455. the ton. 
Augua* 3, 1791- 



FROM MR. POWELL, PftESIDENT OF THE AGRICULTURAL SOCIETT OF PHILAI^^ 

Deau Sir, 

Agreeably to your request, I have now the pleasure to send you an extract of my 
letter to Arthur Young, Esq., relative to the prices of the following articles in Penn- 
sylvania, viz. 

Wheat, per bushel, 65. to 65. 4rf. ; rye, 85. 9d. to 45. ; Indian com, 25. 6rf.; oats, 
15. 8d.; barley, 45.; clover hay, per ton, 4i IO5.; beef, per lOOlbs. 255.; pork, 27s. 6d.; 
a good working horse, 20/.; a pair of good working oxen, QOOlbs. each, 20/. to 24l.i & 

milk cow and calfi 6/. to 6/.; store sheep, by the flock, IO5. to 155.; wool, ^; diessed 

flax, — :— '; bricks, per tJiousand, 325- 6d.; stone-lime, per bushel, lid. to l5.* cultiva- 
ted fieirms of good land, in the old counties, not within twenty miles of Philadelphia-, 
extremely various ; the average, at Tandom, perhaps, 61 per acre. 

The par of exchange with Great Britain, 166 two-thirds. 
An English guinea passes current at 355. 
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. With respect tt) taxes, the secoAd object of inqniry, my information is as follows ; 
and I believe it may be relied on : " 



Franklin county, . . . . 

York county, ,' 

NorthumberiancLcounty, 
Fayette county, .. . . . 
Cumberland county, . , 

Chester county, 

Delaware county, . . . • 
Washington county, .' • 
Philadelphia county, • . 



360 
500 
300 
364 
650 
500 
450 
300 
80 






none 
none 
notie 
15$. 

2s. ed. 
S59. 

^ 90s. 
tione 
16«.10d. 



9 



^ 



none 
40«. 
lOs. 
lOs. 
60s. 
70s. 
60s. 
20s. 
22s. 6d. 



Pi 

1 

t 



S5s. 
SOs. 
HOs. 
none 
27s. 
35«. 
60«. 
12s. 
lZs.2d. 



The foregoing are the taxes on the forms, containing, the number of acres men- 
tioned in the list in the diflBer^nt counties. The respective sums make the aggregate 
of the taxes upcai each farm iu/the respective- counties. " , 

It is here to be obserred, that there are farms in the oldest, as well as in the newest 
counties, set down in the list. If the information appears to you in any respect defi- 
dent, I will endeavour to procure such as xftay be more satisfactory; though I tinnk 
what is herein contained, must convince Mr. Y. that our present taxes are very 
moderate. 

If on this, or any Qther subject, I can be of any tjse to you; I beg that you will 
freely lay your commands cm, 

D^ur Sir, 

Your affectionate. 

And obliged humble servant. 
PmLAJ)iELPmA, October 24, 1790. 

His Excellency, the President of the United States. 
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Philadelphia, June 18, 1792. 

SlR^ 

YouT letter of the 18th of January, was received about a fortnight ago. For the 
Annals, which you have had the goodness to send me, I pray you to accept my thanks. 
No directions having accompanied the second set, and presuming they were intended 
for the Agricultural Society in this city, I have, in your name, presented them to 
that body. . 

> 
As far as it is/in my power, I will endeavour to solve the doubts which are ex- 
pressed in your queries, contained in the above letter : and first, " Labour is so slightly 
touched on, that I know not how to estimate it." 

The information on this, as well as on other points of my last communication, was 
given in transcripts of th© letters I had received in answer to certain queries, hastily 
submitted to some intelligent gentlemen of my acquaintance, in the state of Pennsyl- 
vania, Maryland, and Virginia. If, therefore, the article of labour was not sufl&ciently 
enlarged upon; or, if there^appeared too great a diversity in the price of this article; 
in that of land; and of other- things, tp be easily reconciled and understood; you 
must ascribe the inconsistency, or omission, to that cause, and to the habits and value 
which is set on these things in the different States, and in different parts of the same* 
State. South of Pennsylvania^ hired labour is not very common, except it be at 
harvest, and sometimes for cutting grass. The wealthier ftqrmers perform it with 
their own black servants, whilst the poorer sort are obliged to do it themselves. 
That laix)ur in this country is higher than it is in England, I can readily conceive. 
The ease with which a man can obtain land in fee, beyond the mountains, to which 
most of that class of people repair, may be assigned as the primary cau^ of it. But 
high wages is not the worst evil attending the hire of white men in this country ; for 
being accustomed to better fare than, I believe, the labourers of almost any other 
country, adds considerably to the expense of employing them; whilst blacks, on the 
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contrary, are cheaper, the common food of them, even when well treated, being 
bread made of Indian com, butter-milk, fish, (pickled herrings) frequently, and meat 
now and then ; with a blanket for bedding. In addition to these, ground is often 
allowed them for gardening, and privilege given them to raise dung-hill fowls for 
their own use. With the farmer who has not more than two or three negroes, little 
diflFerence is made in the manner of living between the master and the man; but far 
otherwise is the case with those who are owned in great numbers by the wealthy ; 
who are not always as kind, and as attentive to their wants and usage, as they ought 
to be ; for by these they are fed upon bread alone, which does not, on an average, 
cost more than seven dollars n head per annum, (about d2s. steriing.) 

From these data, in aid of my last conttnuiiioations, you will be able to form an 
idea of the cost of labour in this country. It varies, however, in the different States, 
as I have already observed, and sometimes in the same State ; but may be «aid to 
vibrate with white men, between ten and fifteen pounds; and for black men, 
between eight and twelve pounds sterling, per annum, besides their board. No diffi- 
culty, I should conceive, would be formed in obtaining those of either description, 
on the terms here mentioned; but I do not advance this with (Jertainty, not having 
been in the habit of hiring any myself^ for several years past* Blacks are capable of 
much labour, but having (I am speaking generally) no ambition to establish a good 
name, they are too regardless of a; bad one, and of course require more of the master's 
eye than the former. Formerly, I have given to skilful and careful cradlers, a dollar 
a day, during harvest, which was a sixth more than the usual price; but then, I 
knew the men, and that they would oblige themselves to cut ckan and lay iPcH^ four 
i^res of wheat a day, (if it did jjot stand very heavy on the ground); or, if I pre- 
ferred it, they would cut by the acre, paying them at the rate of a dollar fcx every 
four acres. There are men, who will rake and bind as fast as the cradlers will cut 
the grain, but to do this is deemed hard work, and when done, entitles them to cra- 
dlers' vTages. These people eat three times a day, (once, perhaps, of milk,) and are 
allowed a pint of spirits each man. A barn-floor, with straw and a blanket, serves 
them at harvest for lodging. 

16 .. • 
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When I observed in a- former letter, that "all our labour was performed by 
negroes," I must have alluded to the custom in Virginia, the State in which I then 
lived, and from which I wrote; but my last communication to you was on a more 
extensive i^ale, comprehending the practices and prices of Pennsylvania and Mary- 
land, as well as different parts of Virginia; which (latter) is a State of great extent, 
differing much in its products and culture. 

The English statute acre is the measure by which we have hitherto bought and 
sold land ; and the price of land, as handed to you in my last, includes buildings, 
fences, arable, meadow, in short, the improvements of ^very sort appertaining to iha 
tract on which they are placed. To a stranger at a distance, this aggregate mode of 
estimating the value of a farm is, it must be confessed, dark and lusatisfactory ; 
but to. the parties present, who see and examine every thing, and judge for them* 
selves, it is quite immaterial. The seller warrants the title and quantity which he 
sells, and. both form an opinion of the total worth of the premises. It rarely hap^ 
pen&^ however, that buildings and other improvements are estimated by the purchaser 
at near what they cost the seller, especially on old farms, which have been a good 
deal worked ; the received opinion being, that fresh land, without improvements, is 
more to be desired, than worn and much abused land is, with such as are usually 
found thereon: but this is to be considered as a general, not an invariable rule; for 
the better and more attentive farmers keep their farms in high order, and value the 
improvements accordingly. Never having been in England, I ought not to hazard 
au opinion, or attempt a comparison between the soil of that country and this, in 
their virgin and unimproved state ; but from what I know of the one, and have 
h^rd of the other, I should decide in fietvour of the latter, at a distance from the sea- 
board; which, from the high lands of the Neversink (in East Jersey) to Florida 
inclusively, is flat, and with but few exceptions sandy, and generally of mean 
quality. From the falls of the rivers to the mountains, which is generally from 
sixty to one hundred miles, and above the latter — except the crs^gy hills and moun- 
tains which lie between the eastern and western waters — the best lands are to be 
found. They are strong, and after having been used and abused in a shameful 
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manner, will, with a little repose, get covered With white clover. The upper country 
is healthiest also. 

You seem surprised, and no wonder, to hear that many of our farmers, if they can 
be so called, cultivate much ground for little profit, because land is cheap, and labour 
is high ; but you will remember, that when I informed you of this fact, I reprobated, 
at the same time, both the practice and principle. The history, however, of it is this; 
a piece of land is cut down, and kept under constant cultivation, first in tobacco, and 
then in Indian com (two very exhausting plants), until it will yield scarcely any 
thing; a second piece is cleared, and treated in the same manner; then a third, and 
so on, until probably there is but little more to clear* Wh^i this happens, the owner 
finds himself reduced to the choice of one of three things-wither to recover the land 
which he has ruined, to accomplish which, he has perhaps neither the skiU, the in- 
dustry, nor the means; or to retire beyond the mountains; or to substitute quantity 
for quality, in order to raise something. The latter has been .generally adopted, and, 
with the assistance of horses, he scratches <>Neit much ground, and seeds it, to very lit- 
tie purpose, as you may suppose, and have been informed; for I presume an English 
fetrmer would bestow more laboiir on one acre, by deep and frequent ploughings, 
besides the dressings he gives to the land, th&n the other does on Jive acres. It is but 
justice, however, to Pentisylvania, to declare> that her husbandry (though not perfect) 
is much better, and her crops proportionably greater. The practice above-mentioned 
applies more particularly to the tobacco States^ which, happily, are yielding more and 
more every year to the growth of wheat } and as this prevails the husbandry improves. 
Instances could be enumerated, and where no extraordinary dressings or management 
has been used, of land yielding £rom thirty to forty bushels of wheat per acre, that has 
been very much exhausted. 

Your mode of calculating the taxes in this country being unusual with us, I may 
not accurately understand ; and as the Virginia iiiiethod was, if I recdlect rightly, 
detailed in my former accounts, I know not how to give you a more distinct idea of 
them, than by exhibiting' the items of the specific charges on every species of taxable 
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property, viz. on land, negroes, stock, &c. Thi^, as it respects an estate in Virginia, 
with which I am very well acquainted, I am enabled to do, and will do. We have a 
road-tax besides, but it is light, and, in most of the States, paid by a eontribution of 
labour, which rarely exceeds two days in the yeat for each male labourer^ Dutiable 
articles is a distinct tax, the quantum of which depends upon the consumption, upon 
tlie disposition of the consumer : with the aid, therefore, of the laws (which I sent you) 
every man can calculate, better than I am able to do for him, the amount of his own 
expenditures in this way. An additional duty, or excise, was imposed last session, 
and this being now sent, will, if I am not mistaken (with what was mentioned in my 
former communications) bring every tax, direct and indirect, to your view, to which 
property in this country is subjected, either by the general government, or the laws 
of the states of Pennsylvania, Maryland, and Virginia, to which the observations have 
been <x)nfined. 

Beef, and other meats, grain of all sorts, and flour, butter, cheese, and other things, 
in quantities to make them an object, are always, I conceive, in demand ; and are 
sought after by the purchasers. The sale of lesser articles, at a distance from market- 
towns, may sometimes stick on hand, but rarely, I believe, forego a sale, if they are 
worth the transportation. 

Sheep thrive very well in the middle States, though they are not exempt from 
diseases, and ai*e often injured by dogs ; and more so as you approach the mountains, 
by wolves. Were we to use horses less, and oxen more, on our fiaurms (as they do in 
the New England States,) we should, unquestionably, find our account in it; yet, 
strange as it may seem, few are in the practice of the latter; and none push the raising 
of sheep to the extent they might, and ought to do. The fact is^ we have, in a man- 
ner, every thing to learn that respects neat and profitable husbandry. 

Bakewell's breed of sheep are much celebratedt and deservedly, J presume ; but if 
entrusted to a common bailifT (or with us is called an overseer), tfaey would, I should 
apprehend, soon degenerate, for want of that care and attention which is necessary to 
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preserve the breed in its purity. But the great impediment is the British statutes; 
these discourage men of delieacj, in this country, from attempting what might involve 
the master of a vessel ia serious consequences, if detected in the breach of them. 
Others, however, less scrupulous, have attempted to import English rams with suc- 
cess, wd by this means, our flocks, in many places, are much improved; mine, for 
instance, thoi:^h I never was concerned, directly nor indirectly, in the importation 
of one, further than by bujring lambs which have descended from them. 

Our modes— system we have none— are so diflFerent from yours, generally speak- 
ing, and our business being carried on so much within ourselves, so little by hiring, 
and still less by calculation, that I frankly confess to you, I am unable to solve your 
query respecting sheep-walks, or how many sheep an acre of woodland pasture would 
support. I shall have pleasure, at all times, as far as I possess the means, or can 
command them, to give you every information that can -contribute to your own 
satisfaction or that of a friend; but I am so thoroughly persuaded, of my inability to 
throw new lights upon any branch of husbandry, in a country where it is so well ' 
understood as in England, and that any thing I could write to you on that subject 
would only serve to expose the defective practice of my countrymen, and be con- 
sidered as the beacon of our ign(»rance, that I am rather disinclined to see any produc- 
tion of mine in a work T^here so much useful information is conveyed^to the public, 
as is to be found in your Annals of Agriculture. 

With very great esteem, 

I am. Sir, 
Your most obedient servant. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

P. S. June 31st. I have not yet received the account ef taxes I promisfed you, and 
for which I had written to Virginia; but I will send it by tlie first conveyance irfter 
itd arrival. 

This letter goes by Mr. Pinckney, Minister from the United States to the Court of 

17 



Digitized by 



Google 



66 

London, who, being detained a day or two longer than was expected by the vessel 
in which he is to embark, has given me an opportonity erf* asking Mr. Jefferson (who 
is well acquainted with the south-western parts c( Virginia, near Gharlotteville,) and 
Mr. Peters (one of' the best &rmers in the state of Pennsylvania, about six miles 
from this city,) to give me their sentiments on the several queries contained in your 
letter. These you will find inclosed herewith, in their own words.^ Mine, and 
each of theirs, are written without any previouit consultation, and may be considered 
(my estate in the neighbourhood of which I am best acquainted, lying about midway 
between theirs) as the opinions of men living nordi, south, and in the centre of the 
district, of which an account was given to you in my communications of the 4th oi 
December last. 

*0d applying to C!oloiiel Hamilton, for the atatoment mentionad ia Mr. Pelera'a letter, ho put into my 
handa, together with the atatem^nt, aeveral communicationa whioh were load^ to him laat year, by aoroe of 
the moat respectable farmers in thin part of the country, in consequence of an application from him, for 
information on certain points respecting farma ; ahd, as they appeared to contain some mattera worth atten- 
tion, I had them copied, and they are also inclosed. 

NOTES BY MR. JEFFERSON ON BiR. YOUNG'S LETTER. 

Paragraph 3. '' Is the labour of negroes, at 9/. sterling to be commanded in any 
amount?'' If taken by the year, it may be commanded in any amount, but npt if 
wanted on particular oecasians only; as for harvest, for particular dressings of the 
land, &c. 

Par. 4. The labour of a negro, Mr. Young reckons cent per cent dearer than the 
labour of England. To die hirer of a negro man, his hire will cost 9/. and his 
subsistence, clothing, and tools, 6/., making 15/. sterling, or at the most, it may some- 
times be 18/. To the owner of a negro, his labour costs as follows: suppose a negro 
man, of twenty-five years of age, costs 761 sterling; he has an equal chanee to live 



Digitized by 



Google 



67 

thirty jea^s, according to Buffon's tables, so that jou lose your principal in thirty 
years; then say, 

£ s. 

Interest of 761 anAually . . 3 16 

One thirtieth annually of the principal , . . 4 10 

Subsistence, clothes, &c. annually .. . . .60 

£12 5 
There must be some addition to this, to make the labour equal to that of a white 
man, as I believe the negro does not perform quite so much work, nor with as much 
intelligence. But Mr. Yoimg reckons a labouring man in England 8/. and his board 
16/., making 24/. 

Par. 5. << In the instances ti mountain land, the expresaons seem to indicate 
waste land, unbuilt and uninclosed." If Mr. Young has reference here to the notes 
which Th. J. gave to the President, on the subject of mountain lands, the following 
explanation i^necessaiy. The lands therein contemplated, are ^en^rally about one- 
half cleared of the timber which ^rew on them; say all the land of the first quality, 
and half that of the middling quality: this half is, for the most part, inclosed with 
rail fences, which do not last long (except where they ar^ of chestnut), hut are easily 
repaired or renewed. The houses on them, for the use of the farm, are so slight and 
of so littie worth, that they are thrown into the bargain, without a separate estimate. 
The same may be said of the farmer's house, unless it be better than common. 
When it is of considerable value, it adds to the price of the land, but by no means 
its whole value. With respect to the soil, I saw no upland in England comparable 
to it. My travels there, were from Dover to London, and on to Birmingham, 
making excursions of twenty or thirty miles each way. At Edgehill, in Warwick- 
shire, my road led me over a red soil, something like ll^is, as well as I recollect; but 
it is too long ago to speak with certainty. 

Par. 7. '^ That, in America, farmers look to labour much more than to land, is 
new to me;^' but it is a most important circumstance. Where land is cheap and 
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rich, and labour dear, the same labour spread in a slighter culture orer one hundred 
acres, will produce more profit than if concentrated bj the highest degree of cultiva- 
tion on a small portion of the lands. When the virgin fertili^ of the soil becomes 
exhausted, it becomes better to cultivate less, and well; the only difficulty is, to 
know at what point of deterioration in the land, the culture should be increased, and 
in what degree. 

Par. 10. '^ Can you sell your beef and mutton readily?'* The market for them, 
firesh and in quanti^, is not certain in Virginia. Beef, well salted, will generally 
find a market; but salted mutton is, perhlips, unknown. 

Par. 11. '^ Mutton dearer than beef" Sheep are subject to many diseases, which 
carry them off in great numbers. In the middle and upper parts of Virginia, they 
are subject to the wol^ and in all parts o£it to dogs : these are great obstaolee to their 
multiplication. In the middle and upper parts of the country, the carcass of the be^ 
is raised on the spontaneous food of the forests, and is delivered to the farmer in good 
plight in the &11, often fat enough for daughter; hence its cheapness. Probably, 
however, sheep properly attended to, would be more profitable than cattle, as Mr. 
Young says. They have not been attended to as they merited. 

Par. 13. Mr. Young calculates the en!iployment of 5040iL worth of land, and 1200L 
fatrmer's capital, making an aggregate capital of 62401 in England, which he makes 
jdeld five per cent, extra, or ten per cent upon the whole. I will calculate, in the 
Virginia way, the employment of the same capital, on a supposition 6f good manage- 
ment, in the manner of the country. 

I. Supposing n^ro labourers to be hired. 

II. Supposing them to be bought. 

I. Suppose labourers to be hired ; one half men, at 18/.; the other half women, at 
14/. for labour, subsistence, and clothing; (I always mean sterling money.) 
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. £ s. d. 

Interest of 4160/. for 3310 acres of land, at 25^. per acre, . 208 

Interest (rfJfU for farmer's capital of stock, tods, &c. .. . . 104 

Taxes> at 7d. the acre (1 do not know what they are,) ... 9& 10 

Hire of 33 labourers, at 16/. . . 528 



PRODUCE IX) BB SOLD ANNUALLY. 

Wheat, 6600 bushels, at 3^. . . . . 
Meat,, and other articles, at 5/. for each labourer, . 
Net profit over and above the five per cent, above charged, 
Add anntial rise in the value of.lalids,* . . 

Real profit, over aiid above the five per cent, abqye charged,^ £385 : 
which is 6i per cent extra, or 11^ per cent, on the whole capital. 

II. Suppose labourers to be bought^ one half men, and one half women, at 60/. ster- 
ling, on an average. 

£ s. d. 
Interest of3126/. for 2500 acres of land at 255.. . . . . 156 5 

Interest of 1562/. 10^. farmer's capital of stock, utensils, &c. . . 78 2 6 

Interest of f^ i© for purchase of 29 labourers^ . ^ . ' . £ 75 

. Subsistence,' clothes, &c. *. ;^ . . . 150 225 

I allow nothing for lossies by death, but^ on ihe contrairy^ shall presently 
take credit four per cent, per annum, for- their increase over and 
above keeping up their own numbers. . ^ 

. Taxes, at 7(/. the acre, . ... . . -. 72 18 4 

£532 5 10 

PRODUCE TO BE SOLD ANNUALLY. 

Wheat, 5000 bushels, at 35. . '. - . . £750 

Meat and other articles, at 5/. for each labourer, 125-^ — 875 

18 
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Net profit, over aad above the five per ceut. above charged (13/. 15s. 

a head on n^oes,) . . . . . . . £342 15 10 

Add five per cent, annual rise in' the value, of lands, \ .... 166 50 

Add four per cent, increase of negroes, more than keeping up original 

number, 60 

Real profit, over and above the five per cent above charged, . £559 10 

r 

which is nine per cept extra, or 14 per cent, on the whole capital. 

In the preceding estimate I have supposed that two hu];idred budiels of wheat may 
be sold fo* every labourer employed, which may be thxmght too high.- I know it is 
too high for common land, and common management ; but I know also, that on good 
land,^ and with good management, it has been done, through a considerable neigh- 
bourhood, and for many yean. On the other hand, I have over-rated the oosjt of 
labouring negroes, and I presume the taxes also are over*rated. I have observed, that 
our families of negroes double in about twenty-five years, which i» an increase of the 
capital invested in them of four per cent oyer and above keeping up the original stock. 

I am Uiiable to answet the queries, as to the expense necessary ;to make an acre of 
forei^t land maintain one, two, or three sheep. I began an experiment of that kind in 
the year 1783, oles^ing out the under growth, ciAtingup the fallen wood, but leaving 
all the good trees. I got through about twenty or thirty istcre^ and sowed it with 
white clover, and <green sward; and intended to. have gone on through a forest of 
four or five hundred acres. The land was excessively rich, but too trt^p. to be 
cultivated. In spite of total neglect, during my absence from thattime to this, most of 
it has done well. I did not note how much labour it took to prepare it; but I am^uFe 
it was repaid by the fuel it yielded for the family. The richness of the pasture to be 
thus obtained, will always be proportioned to that of the land. Most of our forests is 
either middling or poor. Its inclosure with a wood fence costs Uttle, as the wood is on 
the spot. 

Th. Jeffbrson. 
18th June, 1792. 



Digitized by 



Google 



71 



COMBfUNlCATIONS REFERRED TO At tiffi CLOSE OP WASHmOTON'S LETTER Of JUl^E 81, 1799, WHICH 

WER&HAJTDED TO HIM BY COLONEL HAMIBTON. 



Btcks County, Pennsylvania, 1J9th August, 1701. 
Dear Sir, 

Your letter of the 13th inst I jreceived this day week. I have endeavoured to 
comply with your request ia the best manner I was capable, yet not altogether in 
the way you mentioned. The novelty of the subject and never having kept any 
r^ular account of the annual produce of my lands, nor knowing any person to whom 
I could apply for such minute information, made it necessary for me to consider the 
different objects ; and taking to my assistance an intelligent neighbouring fiurmer, 
without letting him into the object of my pursuit, we together have formed an esti* 
mate, of what may be supposed the average annual product c^ the different articles 
raised on the lands here, as you will perceive by the paper herewith transmitted. I 
have added some articles not mentioned by you, and omitted what may be consumed 
by the. family who occupy the Deurxn, not doubting but in that particular, you must be 
much more competent to judge than I am; I have therefore only mentioned what I 
suppose the average number orpersons on a twd hundred acre &rm. 

Although I have npt filled the columns in the form you sent ihe, yet am in hopes 
you will be able to extract the necessary information, and reduce it into such form^as 
wiUbe most, convenient for your purpose. - 

Happy in an opportunity afforded me, at least to endeavour to serve you, and' 
anxious for the success of every m^e^sure which may tend to promote the general 
interests of our country, 

- I am, &c. &c. .. 



To Alex. Hxmilton, EJsq. 
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Bucks County, Penhisylvania, 

Quantity, two hundred acres : Value, thirty-two hundred dollars. — Two hundred 
acres being nearly the average quantity of the feirms in this quarter; I have taken that 
as the most convenient portion from which to form the required estimates. 

Arable Land, one hundred and twenty-five acres. — ^The arable land, divided into 
five fields, of twenty-five acres each, makes in the whole one hundred and twenty-five 
acres. 

Pasture, fifty acres.^ — ^Th? course rf cropping pursued here requiring three fields 
. to be ui\der tillage, two of course will be left for pasture^, which make fifty acres. 

Orchard, &c. ten acres^-^Orchard, garden, house/and bam, y^trds, lanes, &c.; 
supposed to occupy ten acres. 

Meadow, fifteen acres. — ^The natural meado\^s in this part of the country being 
few, yet as every farmer finds means for allotting «ome portion of his land for that 
use, suppose the nearest average fifteen ac¥es« 

Woodland, fifty acres. — ^Timber being an article indispensably neceteary for fuel, 
fencing, building, &c. have allowed fifty aeres for that use. 

Wheat, two hundred bushels, at ninety cents per bushel, is one hundred aaid 
eighty doUalrs. — One of the foresaid fields is allotted, in rotation^ for wheat and rye; 
suppose twenty thereof to be sown with wheat, will yield, amimuinihus amif^, ten 
bushels per acre; for although in seasons, on well improved grounds, twenty, thirty, 
and even thirty-five bushels may be produced from the. acre; yet firom the many 
casualties to which lahd tillage is exposed, 90 that in some seasons the best improved 
ground may not produce even five' i^ushels; I have, firom my own observation, and 
that of an intelligent neighbouring fitrmer, tsdien the above as. the nearest supposed 
medium, making two hundred bushels; which, at ninety cents per bushel, is^ one 
hundred and eighty dollars. 

Rye, fifty bushel?, at sixty c^nts per bushel, thirty dollars. — ^Rye likewise, ten 
bushels to the acre ; the remainder of the field, being five ac^res, will yield fiftjr 
bushels, which, at sixty cents per bushd, make thirty dollars. — ^The field on which 
the wheat and rye is sowed, is generally also put in with grass, and lays for pasture 
two years. 
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^ Com, three hundred bushels, at forty cents, one hundred and twenty dollars. — One 
field is generally allotted to Indian Qorn and buck-wheat, in the same proportion with 
wheat and rye; the twenty acres of corn will ttyerage fifteen bushels per acre, 
making in the whole three hundred bushels, at forty cents per bushel, is one hundred 
and twenty dollars. • » : . . - 

Buck-wheat, seventy-five bushels at thirty cents, is twenty-two dollars and fifty 
cents.-^This grain is so precarious in its growth, that.it is extremely difficult to form 
an estimate of its general produce; but suppose fifteen bushels per acre, which, from 
five acres, being the remainder of that field occupied by the corn, will be seventy- 
five bushels, valued at tiiirty cents per bushel, is twenty-two dollars fift^^ cents. 
. Barley. — So little of this grain is raised here, that I did not think it worth notice. 
• Oats, one hundred bushels at twenty cents per bushel, twenty dollars.^ — By the 
course of cropping commonly usedJiere, this grain is sowed, for the sake of ease and 
convemence to the farmer, upon some part of the fallow intended for wheat, to which 
it generally proves injurious, therefore is not largely propagated : I have only allotted 
five acres, which will average twenty bushels pw acre, making the whde one hun- 
dred bushels, at. twenty cents per budiel, is*, twenty dcdlars. 

Flax and Seed, thirty dollars. — ^This is also generally raised on part of the fallow; 
suppose two, which, on an average, may yield.two hundred and fifty pounds of swin- 
gled flax, and twelve bushels of seed; which, both together, may be worth thirty dollars. 

Apples and Cider,, thirty dollars. — Eyery farm has more or less of OTcharding; 
eight acres allowed for that use, the product whereof, in- apples and cider, cannot be 
worth less than thirty dollars. 

- Hay, twenty tons: value, one hundred wid twenty dollar^. — Although fifteen 
acres only are allotted for meadow, which, probably, on an average, will not yield 
more than that number of tons, yet as the farmers, by sowing grass-tieeds on their 
lands, improvedr with dung, plaatteY of Paris, &c. annually mow more or less of those, 
I have allowed twenty tons, worth six dollars each, makes one htmdred and twenty 
^ollars. - 

Catde, annual product, seventy dollars. — I suppose a farm of two hundred acres 
will, on an average, support twelve, head of cattle; of those, I suppose five milk 

19 
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coWs, which will each jrield per annum, one calf, two of them to be raised Bxid three 
fatted; the latter worth six dollars. ^ Five milk cows will produce fifteen^ pounds of 
butter per month each, for seven months, which makes- in the whole 625lbs. at nine 
cents per lb. makes forty-seven dollars twenty-five ^cents ; five months allowed for 
their being farrow, or fatting the calves. Two calves annually raised, affords oppor- 
tunity for disposing of that number ^f cattle annually either in beef or milk cows, 
which,"^ being worth sixteen dollars e&ch, tnake» thirty-two dollars; making in the 
whole seventy-nine dollars twenty-five cents. Deduct, for accidents, &c. nine dol^ 
lars tWenty-five cents, leaves an annual product of seventy dollars. 

Horses. — Whatever these may produce, must be conadered as^ included in the 
general product of the ferm^ for the cultivation of which they are made by the pro- 
pagation of the animal, tLn1,es8 it be in the most interior parts of the country, where 
no market can be procured for grain, &c. 

Sheep, annual product, twenty -eight dollars. — ^Twenty store sheep may "be con- 
veniently kept on a two hundi'ed acre farm ; their wool will average forty pounds 
per year, worth twenty-three cents per pound, which makes ten dollars; their 
increase in Jambs, twelve; this nu^nber being to be disposfed of annually, either in 
lambs or fatted mutton, they may be worth 1^ dollars each; makes eighteen doUai^ 
Thus the whole annual product on sheep will be twenty-eight dollars. 

Hogs, annual product, eighty dollars. — Ten hogs may be considered as the average 
number raised annually on a two hundred acre :^m; weighing two hundi'ed net 
pounds each, making two thousand poutids at four cen^tsper pound; the value c^ the 
annual product will be eighty dollars. 

Poultry, annual product, ten dollars. — Suppose, on an average^ ten dozen may be 
raised, worth one.dollar per dozen ; theur product will be ten dollarsi 

Wciod consumed in fuel, twenty-five cords. — ^Allowing one kitchen fire, which, bums 
more or less the whole year, and one other .fiie durmg the winter, for the ccmvenience 
of the family; I suppose the two fires vnU consume twenty-fiv« cords. 

Consum^ by cattle, horses, sheep, Jiogs and poultry: Indian corn, two. himdred 
bushels; rye, 25 ditto; buck wheats 40 ditto; potatoes, 75 ditto; hay, 4weuty tons. • 

The family consumption may be estimated by what will support nine persons,* viz. 
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the man, his wife, and three children; one man hired by the year, one bound boy, 
and one girl; the extra hiring of hands in harvest, and hay-making; spinsters, visi- 
tors, &c. equal to the maintenance of one person more during the year. 

Tax paid annually for defraying the expenses of the country, ^supporting the poor, 
and repairing the roads, will average about eight ddlars. 



PmsBURGH, October 27, 1791. 
Sir, . , / ^ 

Herewith I return your form, filled as well s^s I am able at present. I beg leave 
to mention, that in a i;iew country like this, where farming is not reduced to system, 
it is difficult to form an estimate as you wish. Our farms are generally new; the 
oldest not exceeding twenty years. ^ 

In order to give you as good an idea as possible, I have divided them into three 
classes, annexing the just value of each class; and have averaged the product 1 
believe this rule would apply as equally here as any other. I have extended my 
inquiries to two or three different farms of each class. 

Should the method which I have adopted, not answer your intention, or be too 
inexplicit, I will, with the greatest pleasure, make any further inquiries that you may 
think necessary. . / . 

I have the honour to be, Sir< 

With much respect, 

. Your obedient humble servant, 

To ALEXA.NDEE HAMILTON, Esq. 



VALVE OF FARM. 


KmDj 


3 OF LAND. 


Lands divided into three classes. ' 


Arable land, 


. . . 47 acres. 


First class, at 265. per acre^ 


Pasture land,' 


. . ; 10 *' 


Second dass at lbs. per acre. 


Meadow,' 


. . . 7 " 


Third class at lOi. per acre. ' 


Woodland, . 


... 250 " 


Averaged value, 16^. 8J. 




- ' 
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ANNUAL PRODUCT. 

Wheat, . . 150 bushels. 


qVANTITT COP-; 

fUMED IT 6ATTIJE 

▲KD POULTET.. 

— bushels. 


PRICES. 

s. d. 

3 9 bushel. 


Rye, ... 


150 " 


30 " 


2 6 " 


Gbrn, 


250 " 


200 , " 


2 " 


Oats, . '. 


160 " 


' 60 " 


1 6 " 


Barley, * . 


50 " 




3 9 " , 


Buckwheat, 


50 . " 




16," 


Potatoes, . 


200 " 


160 , "' 


1 10 " 


Other roots and vegetables in value, 






Black cattle, 4 








Horses, . 3 






-. . 


Sheep, . . "6 


, 




V 


Hogs, . 16 




^ 




Poultry, . .6 dozen. 






Tobacco, a small quantity in own 




- 


consumption. , 


V' 






Cords of wood, consumed in fuel, 


' 




without number. 






- 


Hay, . . , .8 tons. 


6 tons. 


505.. per ton. • 



Wye, (Eastern Shore of Maryland,) Nov. 11, 1791. 
Dear Sir, • 

The method in which I proceeded on the inquiry was this : in conversations 
vnth farmers, I expressed a wish to he informed of several particulars in rural con- 
cerns, that seemed to me to have been too little thought of by husbandn^en. On 
explaining my meaning, they approved of the design, and promised to recollect what 
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they could of those matters, and that they ^^rould communicate the result to me. 
Having thus prepared them,- 1 some time after delivered to* them printed papers, con- 
taining the particulars of my. inquiries^ and requested they v^ould fill up the hlanks 
in those papers. The Iftst step was to vrait on them at their houses. 

The information contained in the paper which I have now the honour" to deliver to 
you, is all that could be obtained. The farmers received the papers with hearty 
intentions to fill up the blanks, without conceiving there was any diflSculty in the 
execution; yet the only reason of there not being other answers to" the questions, is 
solely firom thfi difficulty, to them the impossibility, of fulfilling their design and 
promise; fpj they kept no minutes^ ai^d their attention to the biflkof the articles, 
as they acknowledged with concern, had been trifling. On this occasioa I had the 
pleasure to hear- several of the formers declare, that being, by the inquiry, led to 
think on the numerous particulars in the p^per, they had determined in future to 
make some account of them, as they conceive it will be considerably advantageous 
to them. - 

The little introduction to the piece was meant to soften it, firom an appearance it 
might- have of an inventory of their effects; and I think that if the value of the 
things, especially of the land, can be Emitted, iJie quantities would be more readily, 
if not also in more numerous instances, obtained'; and there woilld he less danger of 
a jealousy, that the inquiry is meant for political purposes. In one instance only, 
there appeared a suspicion that such a use was intended. It was in the last conver- 
sation I had on the subject with som6 farming gentlemen. "It may be said, by some 
people, that Mr. B. is a politician, and that he wants to know the value of country 
estates, that they may be taxed." * 

The value of lands, as rej)orted by the proprietors, probably is less to be depended 
on, than if it was collected from conversations with people firom the several States. 
Ask any man what his land would sell for, or is worth, he cannot find a moderate rate. 

.20 



Digitized by 



Google 



78 

The land, in the present case, is fuUj worth the sum it is rated at; but yet, in my 
opinion, it pould not now be sold, on time,^ for that price. • ^ 

No article is so slow of sale as land, at this time. 

I have the honour to be &c. 

The Hon. Mr. Hamilton. 



' The following account is of a farm in Talbot county, (state of Maryland,) of mid- 
dling goodness, with the medium produce of its last four years crops: ^It contains 
about four hundred and fifty acres, of which one hundred and eighty are woodland, 
two hundred and seventy arable, and of this one hundred and ten are pasture. The 
value of the whole, as it might be expected to sell on time, according to present 
opinion, is 2600/. (562/. at 4s. 6d.) 

Its produce, in common, the medium of four years, follows : ' 

1 qUAHTlTT. TALVX. 

Wheat . . , .700 £263 

Rye ..... . . ^ 

Com . . . .- . . 460 67 

Oats . . .... . .... 00 

Barley . . . • . D 

Buck-wjieat . . ... • "00 

Potatoes, with fruit, other roots and vegetables, in value 60 

Tobacco . . 6000 80 

Wood for fuel (cords) ...••.. 160 20 

Hay (tons) . .• . .... 6 26 

Pulse (peas, &c.) ...... 00- 

Hemp . . . . ...... 00 
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QUANTITY. 

Flai .. . . ..... . .100 

Wool . . . . . . . . 200 

Butter . . . . . . 400 

Cotton, cheese, fruit . . 

Cattle thirty-five, annuaily raised . . . 

Horses twenty-five, colts do. do. . . . . 

Sheep eighty, lambs do. do, . . . . . 

Hogsr^^nually killed or sold . . 

Poultry per year, dunghill 400 

Turkies one hundred, ducks ninety, 

■ "" - ^ ■ ■ 

The quantities and values are generally in round numbers, which has a suspicious 
appearance. But the worthy farmer, afler considering Well each article, stated them 
partly firom memory, partly firom note^, or scraps of paper, and thought it best to omit 
firactional quantities and sums, as he had not p^ect minutes. It is the account of an 
honest candid man, who would not have given it if he had not beUeved it to be gene- 
rally just. 
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75 





60 












MR. PETERS TO COL. HABflLTON. , 

Belmont, (six miles from Philadelphia,) 27th August, 1791. 
Dear Sir,. 

I send you the be^ answers to your inquiries on the agricultural subject, I can 
at present think of. I thought it best to draw it up in the form of an account, though 
I have filled up the columns you sent me. The manner I have pursued, will fur- 
nish you witii every thing you require, though much of it may be useless to you, and 
inapplicable, perhaps, to your immediate object. You will perceive the miserable 
State of agriculture in the part of the county 1 live in. It is bad enough every where, 
but the fertility of soil in lands recently cleared, or naturally better, and readier 
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access to manure, give advantages to farmers more happily seated. The account will 
explain the principles I went on, and, lest my calculation should be, too conjectural, 
I took four similar, farms I well knew, wMch «ire situated not far from each other, but 
far enough to give a general view of the state of the country. I consulted the most 
intelligent of their owners, men who happened to be the best informed on the subject 
of any of my neighbours. I averaged the actual produce iu a.yeAr, Ihe best of four 
years' cultivation, in all of them. So tha,t this, add^ to my own experience, con- 
vinces me that I am not far wrong in any particular. J omitted my own farm, 
because it far exceeds the common produce of others; and though my expenses are 
greater, they are amply compensated by the difference of product; in all instances 
double, in many treble, and in some quadruple. Yet, with all this, I find farming 
but a bad trade, when capital is.calculated upon. There are few men of any talents, 
who cannot employ themselv0s in any other business to greater advantage. When I 
consider the actual profit of a- farm, I am more astonished at the injustice and folly of 
those who have burdened the land with such heavy impositions^ It is true, farmers 
are never on velvet, for they pay their share of imperceptible taxes. ' Yet thiese taxes 
are also borne by th6se whose property is latent, and cannot therefore be directly 
touched; and the owners of this kind of property are frequently the greatest con- 
sujners. But it is useless to trouble you with such observations. Nor will it be of 
service to enter into speculations; many of which are confirmed by successful experi- 
ence, to show how the agriculture of this country may be improved. These improve- 
ments depend not directly on government; ultimately they have no inconsiderable 
relation to it: but farmers can only come in for tlieir share of beneficial effects, flow- 
ing from good general systems. I can truly say, they ought to hope every thing in 
this view of the subject; and I am happy to be couvinced that the spirit of improve- 
ment is rising rapidly among them. It has been a point of patriotism with me for 

many years past, to promote this spirit; and having set out" with moderate expecta- 

I- 
tion^, I have not been without some gratifications. / ' 

v - \ .1 am, &/C. 

' R. PETERS.- 

A. Hamilton, Esq. 
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DR. tAllM. 

' £ S: d. 
.To annual interest on capital, two hundred acres, at £8 per acre, 

1600i a.t siic per cent. . . . . . . 96 ' 

STOCK AND IMPLEBIENTS. 

Four horses, at 15?, each . . £60 

Eight cows, at 6/. each ... . . 48 

Cart, wagon, ploughs, harness, geers, &c. . .60 

Twelve swine . • . . ' . 12 , ' 

£180 ' 

On the above 180i I only charge^ six per cent 10 16 • 

^£106 16 

Though the annual bss in some articles is twenty per cent, and 
in none less than ten, decrease in value by age in horses and 
cattle, accidents, wear and tear, are the causes, yet I have made 
no account of annual losses by wear of buildings, or accidents 
to stock. 

Anmuil Expendituresy beside th6 personal labouf of the farmer 
and family, and the produce and cash used for their support. 

One hired man and his maintenance . . 37 10 - ^ 

Extra wages at hay and harvest, and expenses 10 

Days hire for occasional business 

Smith's bill . ^ 

All theliay consumed by stock x- 

Rye, thirty bushels, at As.Qd. . 

Indian corn, one liundred bushels, at 35. 

Buckwheat, one hundred bushels, ut 2^. 6(2. 

Potatoes, eighty bushels, at \s. 6d, 

Firewood, twenty ^cords, at 5^. . . 

Seed— Wheat, fifteen bushels, at 75. Gd. Rye, five bushels, at 45. 6d. 6 15 

21 
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90 
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15 
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# 

£ s. d. 
Potatoes, tea bushels> at I5. 6J. . . . . 18 

Indian corn and buckrwheat, . , . , . , I 10 , 

-^ .-£199 16 

Direct taxes of various descriptions have in some years been 20i now 
perhaps .-/.'. . . . . 16 

£321 12 



CONTRA, OR. 

« 

By one hundred 9nd thirty bushels' wheat, at 7*5. 6 J. . 
Fifty bushels rye, at 4^. 6e?. . , .. ^ . 

One hundred and eighty bushels Indian com^ at 3^. 
Thtrly bushels oats, ai; 25. 6 J. . . . . 

One hundred and seventy-five busheld buck-wheat, at 2^. ^d. 
One hundred bushels potatoes, Is.^d.- . . 

Roots and other vegetables 

• * * « * 

Two cattle raised annually 

One horse, worth I5l at three years'^old 

Eight lambs, at 10s. ^ach . . . 

Wool of twelve sheep, thirty-six pounds at 2^. 

Pork, fourteen hundred pounds at Sd. . r 

Poultry, in value . . . . . 

Hay, thirty tons, at 3/. 



Dairy. — Eight cows. 
Six calves, at 20^. each . 6 

(Men fallow, two calves raised.) 

Butter, eight himclred and thirty-two pounds, at If 9^ 52 

Cheese, one hundred pounds at 6J. . . . . 2 10 



£ 


s. d. 


48 


15 


11 


6 


27 


.0 


3 


15 


. 31 


17 6 


.7 10 


6 


-0 




— -£136 


4 


0. 


6 


0-0 


4 


0. 


3 


12 


17 10 


3 





90 







£137 



2 6 



2 



£60 10 
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As to offal, milk, &c. except a small part for the family, it is 
<;onsamed by the calves and pigs, and accounted in their valine. 
Flax, one hundred and fifty pounds at 7i. 
Deduct one-half for expenses of breaking ctnd hackling, 

Add four bushels seed, a,t5s. 



Balance against farm, 
' £ZQ1 12 

N. B. About eight bushels c^ wheat per acre, is a full allowance for the better 
kind of farms in these parts. Some do not yield six; and eight out of ten do not 
comQ up to eight bushels per acre. The farms I have selected, sow from sixteen to 
twenty acres,, .winter grain. The average of active crops is, however, less than eight 
bushels to the acre. 
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4 13 9 



fALUE OP Farm. — Two hundred acres. 


.at 1600^ Pennsylvania currency. 


DNOS OF LAND. • 


ANNUAl PRODDCT. . . 


AraUe and pasttore, 


15^ acres. 


Cattle, increase, .2 


Meadow, 


18 « 


Horses, . " ^1 


Woodland, 


30 " 


Sheep, " .8 


AKNDAL PRODUCT. 


Hogs (weight,) 14001b. 


Wheat, 


IdObushls. 


Poultry, in value, 31. 


Rye, 


50 « - 


Tobacco. 


Oati}, 


30 " 


Cords of wood consumed 


Indian com. 


180 " . 


forfijel, , 20 


Barley. 




Hay (tons), 30 


Budc-wheat, . . 


175 •" 


Dairy (butter and calves, 


Potatoes, 


100 « 


6 calves) . 700 


Other roots and ve 


^etables, in 


- Flax, 1501b. 



value, 6/. 
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Belmont, (near Philadelphia,) June 20, 1792. 
Sib, 

t shall be happy if I can assist in solving Mr. Young's queries; but the time 
will not admit either of accuracy, or the combinations necessary to form the average 
of labour, building, or improvement, applicable to the. State at large. From Mr. 
Young's calculations, formed I presume, upon communications from you, I am sur- 
prised to find that the prices of labour, and quantity of. product, are, in a great 
degree, similar to those of this State, though you seem to have confined yourself to 
Virginia^ and Maryland I mean the labour and wages of hirelings ; for as to slaves 
I have but a very imperfect, and you a perfect knowledge, of what concerns their 
value, expense and labour. 

( ' • . ' . 

1st. Our wages for hirelings, by the day, are commonly 2^. in winter, and 2$,6d. 
nine months in the year, for common days-work on a farm, and every thing found, 
as to eating and drinking. The same man will hire, and find himself, at 3^. end 35. 
6d. per day; for a reaper 3^. to 3^. 9e?. and found; and the same for cutting grass; 
reaping, by the acre, I have never ha4 done under 55. but the price is generally 7s. 6d 
the labourers finding themselves. Neither reaper hof mowfer will, on an average,^ do 
more than three-fourths of an acre. Mowers, per day, are allowed here a pint of 
rum, or other spirits, a vile and unnecessary practice. Heapers have as much as 
they choose, perhs^ps three half-pints per day; but this practice is yearly diminishing. 
Whpn I say that a reaper or mower will do three-fourths of an acre, I mean of a 
common crop; for in heavy grain, or grass, such as a good English crop, no labourer 
here will reap or mow above half an acre. As to mowing, or what we call cradling 
grain, we pay a man 5^. to 6s. per day, and found ; and the day's work about the 
same with Mr. Young's statement, viz. two or two acres and a half per day. Mowing 
per acre 55. to 6s. find a pint of rum. . Labourers find themselvea food. 

2d. The hire of a waggon, four horses, and driver, from 155. to 2O5. per day. 

3d. The yearly hire of a good labourer in Pennsylvania I think sixty dollars, or 22i 
IO5. currency, and found, clothing excepted. 
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4th. Ais to the quantum ^^f labour to be commanded for pay, I know not how to 
answer. Matiy who have small farms, either on rent, or their own property, can 
spare a portion of their lime to assist their neighbours for hire. The class of people 
merely labourers is not very numerous, and by no means ertationary or collected. 
The independent situation they can.place themselves in, by removing to the frontiers, 
is the cause of the scarcity of lab9urers in the settled parts of the State. Nor is the 
demand so regular as to detain unconnected labourers in any spot. Whether the 
considerable improvements we are about undertaking, by roads and canals, will 
operate so as to attract labourers &om other States, or from Europe, in hopes of con- 
stant employment, is yet problematical. If these works employ none but our own 
people, the price will increase on the farmers. 

There is ho doubt but that the rates of labour are, and will, for a long time, con- 
tinue to be higher than they are in England. Our people live better than those of 
the same rank in life in any part of the world. The employer pays for the habits of 
the hireling, wto not only eats and drinks well, when provided for, in addition to his 
wages, but out of his wages nuist (if he has one) provide for his family, according to 
the custom of the countrj.^ Even -an English labourer, who lives better than one 
in any part of Europe, would be astonished at the fare of one in America. I do not 
believe Mr. Young much mistaken, 'when he says that the rate is, comparatively, 
one hundred per cent, higher than in England, and the l^bits of living are as much 
the cause of it, as the easiness of the pjassage over the mountains., i am not dis- 
pleased, as a citizen, at this cirouinstance ; though, as a &rmer, it is against my 
profit. Some things might be retrenched, but I am happy when I know thiat our 
common people are better fed and clothed than in any other part of the world. 

^th. The prices of lands are so extremely various, that there i^ no filing an 
average. The situation and improveoaeut always add to value* Knowing so little 
as our farmers do, of the means of renovating lands, the longer they are cleared the 
less valuable, for the most part, they are. . I gave to Colonel Hamilton an exact 
account of the debtor and cr^tor of four farms, in my neighbourhood, taken from 

22 
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the knowledge I have of the general circumstances of this part of the country. The 
result is very unfavourable to the charaoien of our fietrmers. Be pleased to ask 
Colonel Hamilton for it, as I have not a copy. I beliete Colonel Hamilton, who in 
some project he had, sent for information to all quarters, could most easily give satis- 
faction on thia point Mr. Young does not know that, in parts wheine there are no 
slaves, the farmer and his femily do the greater portion of the work of their fsurms 
within themselves. This is the reason why they can get forward and live welL If 
calculations were taade of every thing being hired, few farms in Pennsylvania would 
dear a farthing. A man here saves money by a crop of ten bushels, and in England 
he would perish under 4t There he rents and hires^; here, for the most part, the 
farm is his own, and he hires littie, or none at all.' 

The products of wheat can be all sold. 

Barley not in gre&t quantities ; our people not being as fond as they ought ta be of 
beef. 

Rye may increase in demand by dontestic distillation; at present it is no gfeat 
object. • 

Butter, fluctuating, but all may- be sold now produced. 

.Beef, a good article; and, when we know better how to cure it fi>r exportation, will 
increase in demand. 

Mutton, no sale for any great quantities. For some time hence this will not be a 
great sheep country; the dryness of our seasons bums up the pasture for a great part 
of the year; we keep too many dogs, who destroy them; and our country is much 
intersected with mountains, inhabited by wolves; which cannot be extirpated. It is a 
profitable article, so far as you can extend it, but no* great capital can be employed in 
it ; and, if the i)usiness was more ejttensively carried cm, the prc^t would be reduced 
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to nothing. Onr long winters are inimical to sheep; they render the keeping expen- 
sive, and subject the animal to nxunberless disorders. We can have no succulent or 
gre^i forage; turnips are out of the question; our snows and severe weather destroy 
or covOT thorn; nor is their culture certain. I liave tried the English sheep, which 
soon degenerate, and stand the climate but badly. A& to fleece, it is but scant, three 
pounds per sheep being rather an over calculation. Wool is now in some demand, 
but I have known it unsaleable. I hope manufstctures will continue to increase the 
demand; but the prospect of this is distant Mr. Young's calculation upon waste 
land, might be well Enough, if the circumstances before stated, as to sheep, did not 
forbid our going extensively injto them. Sheep have^ most enemies where tiiere could 
be most range for them; and they require care as well a^ range. I know none who 
have tried the sheep business that have succeeded. Folding is very well, but it 
requires labour ; and the sheep, crowded together here, have often perished. I can- 
not ascertain how many ah acre will support; for none are kept, within my know- 
ledge, but in small numbers, and as a variety in a farmer's stock. They are close 
feeders, and destroy pasture prodigiously. 

Excuse me, Sir, for this hasty and imperfect sketch; I should have gone more 
deeply into the subject had the time you allot permitted. 

V 

Unless (me could find, as. it is in En^and, the business carried on in different 
branches, systematically, it is difficult to make calculations, or even observations, 
generally applicable. Few people here do all their business by hiring^ and some 
scarcely hire at all. The rac^ of tenantry is miserable indeed. 

I am, with the greatest respect. 

Your obedient servant, 

RICHARD PETERS. 

P. S. Should you think of any particular point, and would be pleased to mention 
it, I will pay particular attention to it. Mr. Young's letter would require a very 
extended discussion. 
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Philabelphia, October 20, 1792. 
Sir, 

I must beg your accept^ce of my be«rt; thanks for the book that accompanied 
your polite letter of the 9th of June, which came duly to my hands. 

I presume you have long l)e£3re this received my letter, which was committed to 
the care of Mr. Pinckney, otir Minister at the CJourt of Great Britain, and shall be 
very glad if the contents of it aflforded you liie information which it was intended to 
communicate; for I am persuaded, that I need not repeat to you, how sincerely I wish 
success to those laudable exertions which you are making to promote the important 
interest of agriculture, and the cause of humaiiity . 

With very great esteem, I am. Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

G. WASHINGTON. , 
Arthur Young, Esq. 



Philadblphia, December 3, 1792. 
Sir, 

I must begin this letter with an apology; no apolc^ ought to be so satisfactory 
as the truth, and the truth is, that not receiving the account of the taxes of a Virginia 
estate, for which I had written, (before I left this city, during the recess of CJongr6ss,) 
as mentioned in my letter to yo\i of the 18th of June, the promise I then made of 
forwarding it to you in my next, had escaped me altogether, until I was reminded of 
it lately, by a circumstance too trivial to mention. 

A copy of the account is now annexed. The name of the proprietor of the estate 
is not inserted, but on the authenticity of it you may rely. That you may under- 
stand the principles on which the land-tax in Virginia is founded, it will be necessary 
to inform you, that by a law of that State, the inhabitants of it are thrown into 
districts — say parishes ; in each of which, or for two, pr more of them united, com- 
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missioners are appointed to assess the value of each man^s land, that lies within it; 
on which a certain per centum is uniformly paid. . 

No negroes under twelve years of age are ta:^ed, nor are any under sixteen sub- 
jected to the payment of county ox parish levies. Horses, at present, are the only 
species of stock in that State which pays a tax. Carriages were, when I left Vir- 
ginia, and I believe still are, subject to a tax by the. wheel. It was then, if I recollect 
rightly, about five dollars each wheel; but whether it is more or less now, or whether 
there be any at all, is more than I am a|)le with certainty to inform you. 

With very great esteem and regard, ^ 

I am, Sir, your most obedient) 

And much obliged servant, 

G. WASHINGTON. 
Arthur Young, Esq. ' 



DA. fob PUfiUC TAXES— FOK.COOl^TY AND PARISH LEVIES. 

In Truro Parish, 1792. , 
Tax on 6320 acres of land, for 1791 . 

*f • 114 negroes, tft 2^. 64. . . :. 

" ; 87 horses at 6J. . . . , 

" 107 county and parish levies, at; 29lbs. of - 

tobacco each, . . . . ^ 3013 ' 

Fairfax Parish (adJOTung), 
Tax on 3420 acres of land 

" 24 negroes, at 2^. ^d. . 

" . 15 horses, at 6d ... 

. " 23 county and parish levies, at 29lbs. of 
toli^co each . . 



8670lbs. tobacco, at \bs. per cwt 

To,ta]r-(Dollars, at 65.) £67 1 4 
Note. — ^There ought to have been in the above account, a discrunination in the 
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charge for eonnty and parish levies. The first is for bxiilding and repairing court- 
houses, gaols^ &c. criminal processes, &cc. the latter is for the support of the poor, 
and other parochial charges: , 



EXTRACTS FROM SOME REMARTCS SENT TO GENtlRAL. WASHINGTON JON THE PRECEPING ACCOUNTS. . 

A reaper, 3s. to 3^. 9d. a day, and does three-fourthi^ of an acre ; say 2^. 2d. ster- 
ling, and board ; which, with us, is called 16/. If a farmer boards his men with his 
bailiff, he pays in that proportion : .this is lOid. a day;, but the better fare of harvest 
will make it at least 1^. ^d. or 3^. 8d. for three-fourths of an acre^^^. lOid. per acre. 
We have no part of Enigland in which this is done so cheaply. It rises from 5s. to 
20^. per acre ; with you, the same expense mows an acre, viz, 3^. &d. ThiSj on the 
contrary, is dearer than with us^ if for grass ; and, for corn, a man mows two or two 
and a half acres a day. 

The next minute is a waggon, four horses, and (I suppose u man) 155. or 10s. ster- 
ling. Thia is nearly th^ price vsrith us all the year, except in very busy seasons, 
when not to be had at all. ^ ' 

In Maryland, wages 20/. and all found but clothes ; sterling, 12/.; with us, the 
bead man 10/.; the rest 8/. 

On the Fluvanna and Riyanna, a negro 9i and every thing ibund ; and in "a former 
letter, all labour with slaves. Hence quere — Is the labour noted in these minutes, 
accidental, and hot to be eonunanded in any amount; or is it the standard employ- 
ment of the State? Reckojiing a negro at 60/. and estimating his life in any ratio, 
he must surely be cent per cent, dearer than the labour of England. Governor 
Glen, in his description of South Carolina, (one of the best accounts of a country I 
have met with) says, that a. slave can manage two acres of indigo, or six of Indian 
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com: this must be less than the half of what our labourers do, who will set out and 
clean effectually half an acre of turnips everjrday, for the first hoeing; and from 
-^thre^fourths to one acre the second- 

I see no reason to calculate it less than one hundred per cent, higher than in Eng- 
land; and- the general inforination I have at various times had from other persons, 
seems 4o confirm the idea: no wopder, while eVery man, by going over the mountfdns, 
can hfi^veland for himself r , - -^ 

The neict difficulty is in respect of tha |)urchafie of land, Mr^ichin the notes isf every 
where per a6i:e, very properljr (I suppose the statute English acre, or it would have* 
been mentioned to the contrary); but it is not mentioned what State the lands are in, 
which are thu^ valued: whether additions to properties already built and improved, 
or the improvenients themselves, includingi;he buildings, fences, &c. In the instan- 
ces of mountain-land, the eicpreagdons seem to indicate wa^tte land, unbuilt, and unin- 
dosed. The prices converted to sterling, appe^ to.be nearly as follows: 
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ABOVE 405. 
'1 2 2 

g)4 18 11 
General average £2 d & " . 

Average £12 2 
Which may be thus contrasted with SuflFolk> the rent of which is, on: an average, 
nearly that of England. Rent 12^. an acre, at twenty-eight years purchase, or 16/. l€s. 

It is impossible to Qompare the soils without seeing them; but froltn various ^cir- 
cumstances touched on in Ihe lett^s, I am inclined to think American land as good 
aS' ours in Suffdk at leaist. The spontaneous growth of white clover, is, with us, ft 
sure cciterion of good land ; -we have none of it iu Suffolk, of at least very little ; when 
our land is worn out by bad managem0nt, and left, it runs to what is caUed water- 
grass, the Agrostis stohniferaj one of the worst seeds any country can be plagued 
with. American products, it is tru^ are shocking, and mark a mwagement which, 
thank God, we know nothing of. Such crops would not be found in any part of this 
kingdom. The observation, that in America &rmers look to labour much more than 
to land, is new to me; but it is a calculation which I cannot understand, for, exactly 
in proportion to the dearness of labour, is the necessity of having good crops : a bad 
one, in every thing but threshing, costs as much in labour as a good one. jGood crops 
are not gained by operose systems so well, or so surely^ as by reposing the soil under 
grass, and supporting great stocks of cattle and sheep. Such products as you describe, 
with dear labour, are absolutdy inexplicable. A very severe mildew ha^ been known 
to damage wheat so much in England, that the crop, being calculated at seveu or 
eight bushels an acre, in cheap timei^, has been mown and-carted to the &Tm yard for 
the hogs to eat it, and make dung. With so small a crop the quality is sure to be 
bad, if the soil is naturally good. 

I have stated the price of l^nd in Suffolk at 16/. 16^r; but this price includes build- 
ings and improvementi^; for instance, suppose three hundred acres in one farm : 
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. Stable 
Cow*hou8e 
Styes, &c. 
Cart-lodg^ . . 
Gates and fences^ and road, 



£600 

.500 

200 

100 

. 50 

50 

.370 



. \ .. . £1870 . 

This, I believe moderate; however^ let us call it only 6/. per acre,. 1800/. it reduces 
the price of land to 10/. 16s. There are various improvements besides, suoh as irri- 
gation, marling, draining; but we vill drop them at present. 

It should seem that in Virginia, taxes may be palctilated in this manner, perhaps 
not with accuracy. v 



7s. 6c/. on 100/. suppose 50 acres; this is about . . , . 
Negro tax may be ... . ,. . . ' 

Horse tax, 6d. :. ' . . . . ^ ; 

Parish, and coimty levies 7s. 6d. a head, 20 would be 71. 10s. 
perhaps per acre - .,-s . ' k 

' currency 

per acre — sterling say .. 7d. , . 

The price of products.contarasted with Suflfoljt : 

AMERICA. 

. s. 4' , 

Wheat per bushel, average . .30 

Rye . . • ' :.- . 1 9 

Barley . . 1 10 

Butter . ......... 0. 51 

Beef / . , . . .0 2J 

Mutton . ' . . . 3i 
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By means of Ihe enormous demand of London, the three cattle products may be 
sold in any quantities produced, without the least apprehension of wanting a market, 
and those of com at these rates also. If five hundred stone of beef on a &rm,-at two 
and^ one fourth^ is made ten thousand stone, can you sell it readily? the West Indies 
considered, this is probably the ca«e. Mutton is an article of infinitdy greater impor- 
taace, but that not being barrelled, probably could not be sold. 

You have the Qnacountabl^ circumstance, I see, as well as England, of mutton 
being dearer than beef: horses, not oxen, being almost universat with us, makea it yet 
more strange. I know, fiiom experiments made with considerable care, that if thpy 
were ^t the same price, the farmer would have more profit by producing mutton than 
by producing beef; yet is mutten by many pelr cent higher priced J but sheep give 
you another profit in their wool, and a third in their fold. The fc^rmer with us is 
infamously depressed in price, but not in America, for your' wool at 1^. per pound is 
thirty-three per cent higher than it would sell for in England. Why then surely 
you should raise those products that sell well? and wool sells better (of course in any 
quantity) than any thing else you have. With mutton at Sd. per pound,, and vjfool at 
1^. there can be no comparison between sheep ^eaad any other appli<^tion of land. But 
there must be a market for mutton; and to eflfect that, you should get Bakewell's 
breed, which fattens so readily on very good land, that ^ common application of it is 
salting, to lase instead of bacon. The proviixcial assemblies of France have employed 
smugglers to get (badly chosen) Engli&h sheep. Half the kings in Europe have done 
the. s^me, to get Spanish sh^ep : both veiy wisely. I hope your American assemblies 
will be equally wise, and take care that the food produced in the State is applied to 
the breeds that will pay best for it 

We may thus compare England and America, supposing three hundred acres 
bought and farmed by the purchaser: 

ENOLAN^D. , £.S.d. 

Produce of 300 acres, 5 rents, at 12s. or 3/. . . 906 

Deduct ^ £ s. 4. 

Land-tax 3^. in the pound, at a 45. cess on 180/, . . 27 

Rates 4s. 6d. . • . . 40 10 
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Tithe 4s. €d. 
Hoads 
Assessed Taxes 



Deduct ftirtber, 
Labonr • , . - 

Interest of 50407. at 5 per cent. 
Interest 1200/. farmer's capital 
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5i 85. piM:cent(m6240iv . 

Repairs supposed ihe- saHie witH both, and therefore omitted. But quere, Mr. Jef- 
ferson's Virginia, p. 258, where he says they are built so badly as to last only fifty 
years: ours last one hundred and fifty years of wood, and much longer a of brick. 

AMERICA. £. s. d. 

Produce of three hundred acres, supposed the same as in Engl^nd^ but ^e . 

price as 7i to 11 ^ . • • • -. - ^ , 

Deduct ' 
Taxes 7d. per acre . . ' . . • 

Labour at cent, jpet cent higher than England . 
Interestof 1051/. at 5 per. cent, the purchase of 300 acres at 

3/. les.'^d.^ . . . ... . . 

Interest of 900i &nimr'ti capital^ at 8/. pisr acre, or 209.4esi^ 

thah^ngiand « 

jNevv *■ • -•''••-• . -• 

10/. Us. per cent, on 1951/. 
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QuERE. — ^If labour should be reckoned so high as 300/.? But, note that the actual 
labour in America in amount must not be regarded, unless, you take American pro- 
ducts, which are very much below oum. I have supposied the American land as good, 
and the produce as Targe as in England ; consequently as much labour. The 'prices 
sent, of oxen, cows, sheep, &o. justify the lowering the stock of American farms 520i. . 
an acre; but it will not justify it, if they are not as well built, and inclosed as in 
England, which I suppose them to be, estimating the purchase of our land not at 
10/, 16^. but at 16/. 165. an acre. I have supposed very good husbandry in England 
at five rents; but then I give America the equal advantage of it, by allowing her the 
same. , - ^ . 

The error, if there is one, I conjecture to be, supposing the whole American farm 
what the Suffolk one must be, all cultivated at a good price pw aere; whereas it is 
obvious th^t the great profit to be derived firom agriculture. in America, is to have on& 
thousand, fifteen hundred, or two thousand iacres of waste adjoining to such a fieurm; 
which wast& should be, by very simple methods, converted to sheep wsLlk^ and so 
made the idunghill for the cultivated land. In s^ch case, the rent of that waste 
would be the interest of the money it would sell for^ as the country is peopled, the; 
rent so estimated would gradually rise, till at last it would answer no longer taadhere 
to such a destination. The olgectis very important to convert Wood to profit at 
small expense. I have grubbed several acres, the expense 10/. an acre; but the wood 
pays; with labour i^ent. per cent, higher, and wood of no value, woodland thus 
acquired wpuld be dearer neat 5/. per acre than land improved, cultivated, and built, 
in England^ - * . 

The return of a sheep in England, weight alive one hundred and fifty pound, may 
be estimated at IO5. besides keeping, up or renovating the stock: mutton at 5d. and 
wool at 9d. long oac Is. 3d. short {9d. producing more money than Is. 3d.) In America 
mutton at S^d. and wool at 1^. a sheep ought to yield 7s. 6d. \ Suppose one thousand 
twjres bought for 1000/, and feeding one thousand sheep only, yielding 7^. 6d. each, or 
even but 5^. and here is a profit at once arising, such as'in England we know nothing 
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of: but from all accounts, this is not the husbandry, and therefore I suppose a mar- 
ket impracticable. 

England, per cent, on capital, . . . 

Ditto, nett profit, . 
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America, 
Ditto, nett, 

^ " £16 11 
Team, seed, wear and tear, reckoned to neither of these, will reduce the interest 
on the English capital to about 6^ per cent. 
Bradfield-Hall, Jan. 18, 1792. 



Bradfibld-Hall, Januflcry 15, 1793. 
Is it possible, thSt the inhabitants oi a great contii^ent not new settlers, who 
live only to hunt, to eat, and to drink, can carry on farming and planting as a busi- 
ness, and yet never calculate the profit they make by per oentage on their capital? 
And yet this seems to be the case. 

The farm of two hundred acres in Bucks county, is such as an Englishman would 
not accept; for it carries on the fece of the account which I have drawn out (A) a 
dead loss, and not an inconsiderable one; yet the whole labour of a fiimily of five 
persons is thrown away in order to arrive at that loss. 

The Pittsburgh account (B) is so much more profitable that I know not how to 
'believe that I understand at rightly; but I have calculated the products named, as 
issuing from the quantity of land noted; consequently there is 116i from fortynseven 
acres arable, which is more than th6 double of the Bucks farm. 

25 
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The Maryland account (C) seems to be very good land, and to yield well ; but no 
note being inserted of expenses, it is impossible to calculate the profits. 

Mr. Je£ferson's Virginia calculation comes much nearer to the point; but I can- 
not admit it; he reckons 60/. a year increasing value of negroes, and 166/. a year 
rise in value of land. These articles may be feet in certain circumstances, but they 
will not do for comparisons. In the first place, to have a ccmsiderable value invested 
in slaves, is a hazardous capital; and there is no man in the world who would not 
give 60l a year on six thousand acres, to be able to change slaves to cows and sheep : 
he cannot otherwise command labour, and therefore must keep them; but the profit 
in any other light than labourers, is inadmissible. As to the rise on lands, it may be 
fair; but taking place equally, perhaps, in Europe, it must not come into the account 
During the last ten years, land in England has riden one third in value. Correcting 
thus Mr. Jefferson's account, his capital pays eleven per cent, as in (D). There are, 
however, many deductions to be made; as wear and tear of implements, carriage, 
team, seed, repairs of buildings, white servants, overseers, &c. &c. These ought, as 
I conjecture, to amount to near 200/. a year, which, if so, would reduce the profit in 
the gross to about eight per cent. * ' 

But I have a heavier objection than this, and which bears upon the pith of the 
subject. How can Mr. Jefferson produce annually five thousand bushels of wheat, 
worth 750/. by means of a cattle product, of only 125/.? I do not want to come to 
America, to know that this is simply impossible: at the commencement of a term it 
may do, but how long will it last? This is the management that gives such products, 
as eight and ten bushels an acre. Arable land can jrield wheat only by means of cattle 
and sheep ; it is not dung that is wanted so much as a change of products : repose 
under grasses is the soul of management; and all cleaning and tillage to be given in 
the year that yields green winter food. By such a system, you may produce, by 
tneans of forty oxen and five hundred sheep, five thousand bushels of wheat; and if 
you raise the oxen to fifty, and sheep to six hundred, you may have so much more 
wheat ; but it is only by increasing cattle that yon can increase wheat permanently. 
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126/. from: cattle, to 760/. from wheats would reduce the finest farm in the world to a 
captU mortuum; that is to say to ten bushels an acre which must be nearly such. 

Here then opens the part of the subject pf my inquiries, where most darkness 
hangs; the demand for cattle and sheep products. It is the quantity to be stM that 
makes the difficulty. The demand must be boundless, or encouragement will be 
wanting. 

Wolves are named as a motive for not keeping sheep; surely liiey cannot be serious, 
who urge it. They abound all over Europe: in France and Spain, among the 
greatest flocks in the world; and no wolf could get into my sheep-houses, or at least 
I may say, that nothing is so easy as to keep him out, even of a yard. Dogs also are 
an enemy: but America surely has laws, as well as we, that make every man 
answerable for the mischief done by his dog. By night, if secure from wolves they 
are secure from dogs; and by day, shepherds may have loaded fire-arms to kill all 
that approach. While sheep are kept by scores, such objections may hold good ; but 
when by hundreds and thousands, they must vanish. 

In the culture of grass for pasturage, as preparatory to corn, the profit of well 
applying this principle in America, must be very great; there is every advantage of 
soil, and extent of farm, and no drawback but the rate of labour. Pasturage demands 
scarcely any labour; so that if there is one system that squares more to the circum- 
stances of America (not forgetting the disposition of tl^e land to run to white clover) 
than another, it is to adopt a' course of crops that takes grass in very largely. 

Surely the enormous rise in the price of wool in England and Holland, for two 
years past, must affect America, and instigate to an increase in the breed of sheep. 
The freight, when pressed into a smaller compass, is a trifle; and the price is now 
such, that a fleece alone from American lands, without reckoning the carcass at any 
thing, must be more valuable than the profit on a crop of- wheat of eight or ten 
bushels an acre, on all lands that will produce white clover spontaneously. 
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Suppose on some of the mountain-lands (mountains sare no objection on account of 
wolves, for the Pyrenees are full of both sheep and wolves) which are to be bought 
for 6^. to 20s. an acre; at Pittsburgh, 16s. 8d.; at Fluvanna, 205. Suppose 20^. 
sterling an acre, it is 1^. an acre rent; such land, by carrying only one sheep per 
acre, producing wool x)nly five pounds at Is. or 5^. a head ; and the mutton to do no 
more than pay for losses, shepherd, &c., here is a profit such as com cannot rival; 
five rents paid by wool ! The West Indies are, however, too near for salted mutton, 
to want a market ; and if it sold for only Id. per pound, the object on a laige scale 
would be important. 

TWO HUNDRED ACRES, BUCKS COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA. (A) 



EXPENSES. 

DOLLABS. 




PRODUCE. 




200 acres, price 3200 dollars. 


Wheat, 20 acres, 200 bushels, 


180 


interest at five per cent, . 160 


'Rye, 5 acres. 


50 bushels. 


30 


COW80MPTIOW OH FABM. 


Indian com, 


20 


acres, 300 




Indian com, 80 


bushels, 


. 


• 


120 


Rye, . .15 


Buck-wheat, five 


acres, 76 


* 


Buck-wheat, 13 


bushels. 


• 


• 


22 


Hay, . . 120 


Oats, 5 acres, 


100 


bushels, 


20 


228 


Flax, 




. 


30 


LABOim HIBBD. 


Cyder, 




. 


30 


Two men, one boy, and one girl. 


Hay, . 




• 


120 


fed; but supposed not, for. 


Cattle (12), 




. 


70 


simplicity of calculation, 360 


Sheep (20), 




• 


28 


Taxes, . , 8 


Hogs, 




* • 


80 




Poultry, 




. 


10 


747 










Maintenance of a family of five 








740 


persons. 


Five dollars 


per acre on 150 




Seed for the above. 


iBicres. 
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314 ACRES, PITTSBURGH. (B) 



Purchase of 314 acres, at 165. 6(1 261/. 
Interest at 5 per cent. 



coimrKPTioir <t cattle. 



30 "bushels rye, 2^. fyi. 
200 " Indian com, 25. 

60 " oats> Is. 6d. 
160 '^ potatoes, 1^. lOd. 



150 bushels wheat, at 3^. 9d: 



160 


'' rye, at 2^. 6rf. . 


. 


150. 


" Indian com, 25. 


' • 


160 


<* oats, l5. 6d. 


. 


50 


" barley, 3&. 9d. 


. • 


50 


**• buck-wheat, I5. 6rf. 


t 


200 


" .^potatoes, I5. lOd. 


• • 




-' 


Frota 47 acres. 



£. 


s. 


d. 


13 








3 


15 





10 








4 


10 





14 


13 





£45 


18 


~0 


28 


2 


6 


18 


10 





26 








12 








9 


7 


6 


3 


15 





18 


6 






£115 1 



TA1,B0T COUMTY; MARYLAND, 450 ACRES. (C) 



• 






• 








Price, 2500/.; 


interest at five 




- Hemp, 


£ 


10 





per cent.. 


'pmODVCB. 


£126 


Flax, . 
Wool, 


2 

10 


10 













Wheat, 


£263 


0. 


"Butter, 


20 


0. 





C3om, 


67 





Catfle, 


120' 








Potatoes, ; 


50 


'0 


Hoirses, 


. 260 








Tobacco, 


.50 





Sheep, 


75 








Wood, 


20 






Hogs, . 

On 450 acres. 


eo 








Hay, . 


£1013 





"5 



26 
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lOS 
















VIROINIA. 


(D) 








cmiisEs. 










PmODUOB. 








Interest of 6187/. stock 










Wheat, 5000 b\]shel8» 


£760 






in lund, and negroes, 










Meat, f>L a heacl, 


.125 


. 




and utensils, &c. 


£309 


7 


6 












Clothes, &c. negroes, 


150 










• 


876. 






Taxes, (corrected) 


30 








. 


Profit OB capital of 


489 








£489 


7 


6 














6187/. . . 


£386 






\ 


• 








Or per cent. 


6 


4 





- . 








f 


Add5/. . . 


5 








' 


£11 


4 


~0 



PHiLADStPHiA, June 28th, 1793. 
Dear Sib, ' / 

I should have taken time ere this, to have consider^ the ohservations of Mr: 
Young, could I at this place have done it in such a way as would satisfy either him 
or myself. When I wrote the notes of the last year, I had never before thought of 
calculating what were the profits of a capital invested in Virginia agriculture. Yet 
that appeared to be what Mr. Young most desired. Lest, therefore) no other of those 
whom you consulted for him, should attempt such a calculation^ I did it; but being 
at such a distance from the country of which I wrote, and having been absent from 
that, and from the subject in consideration, many years, I. could only, for my facts, 
recur to my own recollection, weakiened by time^ and v^ different applications, and 
I had no means here of correcting my facts. I, therefore, hazarded the x^culation, 
rather as an essay of the n^ode of calculating Hib^ profits of a Virginia estate,. than as 
an operation which vras to te ultimately relied on. When I went last to Virginia, I 
put the press copy of those notes iiito the hands oi the ]a[K>st skilful and successful 
farmer in the part of the cowitry of which I wrote. He omitted to return them to 
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me, which adds another impediment to my resuming the subject here. But indeed, if 
I had them, 1 oould only present the same fects, with some corrections, and some jus- 
tifications of the principles of calcination. This would not, and, ought not, to satisfy 
Mr. Young. When I return home, I shall have time and opportunity of answering 
Mr. Young's inquiries fully. I will first establish the facts, as adapted to the present 
times, and not to those to which I wais oblige to recur by recollection, and I will 
make the calculation on rigorous principles. The delay necessary for this, will, 
I hope^ be compenintted by giving something which no endeavours on my par^ shall 
Jbe wanting to make worthy of confidence. . In the mean time, Mr. You^g must not 
protiounce too hastily on the impossibility of an annual production of 760/. worth of 
wheat, ooupled with a cattle product of 135/; My object was to state the produce of 
a good fiurm, under good husbandry, as practised in my part of the country. Manure 
does not enter into this, because we caif buy an acre of new Ipud cheaper than we can 
manure an old one. Good husbandry with us, consists in abandoning Indian com 
and tobacco: tending small grain, some red clover, fallowing, and endeavouring to 
have, while the lands are at rest, a spontaneous cover of white clover. I do not pr^ 
sent this as a culture judicious in itself, but as good^ in comparison with what most 
people there pursue. Mr. Young has never had ^m opportunity of seeing how slowly 
the fertility of the original soil is exhausted, with moderate management of it. I can 
affirm, that the James river low-grounds, vnth the cultivation of small grain, will 
never be exhausted ; because we know, that^ under that cultivation, we must now 
and then take them down with Indian com, or they become, as they were originally, 
too rich to l?ring wheat. The high-lands where I live, have been cultivated about 
sixty years: The culture was tobacco and Indian com, as long as they would bring 
enough to pay the labour ; th^n they were turned out After four or five years rest, 
they would bring good corn ttgain, and in double that time, perhaps, good tobacco. 
Then they would be exhaurted by a second series of tobacco and corn. Latterly we 
have begun to cultivate. .«mall grain; and excluding Indian com, and fioLllowing, such 
of them as were originally good, soon rise up to fifteen or twenty bushels the acre. 
We allow that every labourer will manage ten acres of wheat, except at harvest. I 
have no doubt but the coupling cattle and sheep with this, would prodigiously improve 
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the produce. This improvement, Mr. Young will be better able to calculate than any 
body else. I am so well satisfied of it myself, that having engaged a good farmer 
from the head of Elk (the style of farming there you know well), I mean in a form of 
about five hundred^ acres of cleared land, and with a dozen labourers to try the plan of 
wheat, rye, potatoes, clover, with a mixture of some Indian com with the potatoes, 
and to push the number of sheep. This last hint I have taken from Mr- Young's 
letters, which you have been sakind as to communicate te me. I had never before 
considered, with due attention, the profit from that animal. I shall not be able to put 
the farm into that form exactly the ensuing autumn, but against another I hope L 
shall; and I shall attend with precision to the measures of the ground, and to the 
product, which may, perhaps, give you something hereslfter fo communicate to Mr. 
Young, which may gratify him ; but I will furnish the ensuing winter, what was 
desired in Mr. Young's letter of January 17, 1793. 

' - ' I have the honour to be, &c. 

THOS. JEFFERSON. 

TO THE PRESIDENT OP THE UNFTBD STATES: 



RICHAED PETERd»8 OBSERVATIONS ON "AN EXTRACT OF A LETTER, DATED 16th. JANUARY, 1793, FROM 
ARTHUR YOUNG, ESQ., TO THE PI^SIBENT OF THE UNFTED STATES. 

1. ^' Your information has thrown me afloat on the high seas. To analjrze 
your husbandry, has the difficulty of a problem. Is it possible, l^at the inhabitants 
of a great continent, &c. can carry on farming as a business, and yet never calcu- 
late prc^t by per centage on capital ?" &c. 

I know not where to land Mr. Young ftpm his searvoyage, unless feictSy well 
known and felt here, serving as pilots to guide him into a safe harbour, will ^enaUe 
him to arrive on a shore, pleasant in its prospects, and abundant in its resources; 
not so much indebted to art as to nature, for its beauties and conveniences. Let 
him but realize his proposals of coming among us (I presume as a visitant), and 
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judge for hhnsdtt He will not be embarrassed with unavailing conjectures, or labo- 
rious calculations: he will find, that, added to our situation as a new country, where 
much land is to be had for little money ,v our political arrangements contribute to our 
happiness, and to our moderate, but competent wealth; We have no princes, to 
indulge the grades more immediately beneath them, in their pleasurea and their pash 
sions, that they may themselves be supported at the expense of the nation, in^ iheir 
schemes of ambition and luxury ; no over-grown nobles, to vranton on the hard earn- 
ings of an oppressed yeomanry! He will find a respectable clergy, chosen by their 
respective congregations, and reputa^bly suppo;rted by the voluntary con^ibutions of 
their hearers. But these are not ecclesiastical drones I^-^/rw^^e^ €anstwiere ncUi: they 
do, themselves, the duties required of them ! they act not in the affairs of heaven by 
deputies, whose poverty is truly apostolical; the penurious stipends allowed them by 
their grasping superiors, compelling them to be conversant only in the fasts, while 
fheir principal^ revel in the feasts, of the church. Iii a word, he veill not see a sable 
host of superfluous and pampered priests (maintained by numbers who do not hear, 
or believe in their doctrines)^- who fatten on the property of the people; and; while 
they fetter and terrify men's consciences, to mould them to their purposes, eat out 
their substances, under the sanction of law. These descriptions of characters, in 
other countries, create and increase taxes; while they render their subordinates less 
liable to pay them, by enormous rents, made necessary by their dissipation imd 
extravagance, and by their capricious terms of leasing lands, of which they are the 
principad engrossers. England has perhaps, less reason to complain, on these 
accounts, than some other Eurppean x^ountries ; but if we had no other statements to 
rdy on than those given by Mr. Young himself, we should know enough to be con- 
vinced, that even theife, some of these causes produce misfortunes in sufficient 
plenty. Not having the least inclination, if it were in my power, to disturb the 
systems of other nations, and v^hing the happiness of mankind in their own way, 
I do not mention either our positive or negative prosperity, with, a view to draw 
odious or disagreeable comparisons. The world will Mvet agree about fi3rms of 
government Let those who think well of grades in society, be happy in the posses- 
sion of such arrangements. We ccmsider it fortunate, and feel it beneficial, that we 

have them not. 

27 
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Taxes, it is said by some, stimulate to industry; and, therefore, the higbef the tax 
the greater the exertion, and the more employment. But, if this were a more tenable 
doctrine than it is, I see not that man should labour not for himself, or for himself 
too hardly: nor should he be compeUed, by artificial necessity, like a criminal immer- 
ged to the chin in water constantly flowing in upon him, incessantly to pump, or 
perish. Taxes we have, but the greater part are imperceptible, and all of them light. 
The moderate expenses of our government, and the.mediocrity of our public debt, do 
not require heavy and ruinous taxation. The backa to bear it, increase faster than 
the burthen ; and we are too far removed froin the scenes of ruinous and unnecess&ry 
wars, to dread any sudden or fatal increase of it* Wars are generally produced by the 
pride, vanity, interest, or ambition bf hereditary rulers. 

The great body. of an indu3trious people are inclined to peace ;^ and from these, our 
government will always take its tone. As to our wars with th6 savages, they are, for 
the time, embarrassing, locally distressing, and generally expensive; but- acre not 
nationally formidable or dangerous. Pisputes with them must gradually diminish, 
and, at no distant period, end. Though the reflection be painful ta humanity, it .is 
justified, in point of fact, by experience, that the nations in contact with the whites, 
alwaj^ have been, and ever will .be, exterminated. The approaches of our settle- 
ments, always* banish the Indians. 

Our laws are generally liberal in their policy. We have no narrow arrangements, 
which, under false notions of national cqnvenience, or shadowy and mi^calcukted 
political restrictions, palsy agriculture and commerce, by preventing those who pos- 
sess the products of the couutry, from disposing of what their labour has created, 
when, where, and how they please. Free from suoh restraints, and from the pressure 
of heavy rents, church-dues, and taxes, our farmers are the proprietors of the scnl lliey 
ctdtirate : they gather the honey, shear the fleece, and guide the plough for them- 
selves alone. It ia not the " sic vos non vobis" of Europe. . They increase the value 
of their capital, while they labour for their sustenance. They do not, indeed, 
receive an annual interest, or jevenue, on their capital; but they pay none: 
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yet, by their exertions for their own support and accommodation, and the growing 
population, and impiovement of the country, to which every one, stranger as well as 
native, contributes, more than an European per centage is added to their principal; 
insomuch, that ferms will increase in very many parts of the country, tenfold in 
their value, in less than twenty years. Immense tracts of -new lands have been 
recently sold by the state of Pennsylvania, at less than an English shilling per acre. 
Great and extensive bodies of these- lands^oan be now procured, at second-hand, at 
less than half Mr. Y.'s calculation for mountain-lands. I know valuable tracts, of 
great extent, within a few days' ride of Philadelphia, which may be had at from 3^. 
to 9^. sterling per acre. These are not " mountain-lands," though, like all the face 
of our country, they are cut in some places, by ridges. They are^ for the most part, 
level, and so luxuriant in pasturage, that, imaugre our winters, cattle noW pass that 
season in prime order, without cover, or artificial forage. They command both the 
New York and Philadelphia markets, and are situated in a safe coimtry, which will; 
ere long>J)e: as great for grazing as any in An^erica. Other States have similar 
advantages. Mr. Y.'s farm, or even his sixty acres, and the sheep he, summered on 
it, will buy him a little territory; and his capital, in ten years, will be increased 600 
per cent. This is not a bad per x^ntage, nor is it a visionary calculation. I wish 
not to throw out fallacious temptations, but to relate facts, merely to show why our 
farmers need not make nice calculations about per centage. They have now, and 
always have had, a sure resource for the wear of their sea-board farms, &o. the 
growth of their families. Children in Europe are often a burden and expense. 
The wealth of a great part of the American fiirmers, grows with the additions to 
their families. The children assist in the labour of the old farm, or in the esta- 
blishment of the new one. This supersedes the necessity of calculating on hired 
labourers, the work being chiefly done within themselves; they are paid by the 
increased value of the common stock. Our laws, contrary to the feodal injustice of 
Europe, encourage and direct equality of distribution among the children of intestate 
descendants ; so that many parents purposely omit making wills, contented with the 
distribution made by law. And though every man has the right, at his pleasure, to 
dispose of his estate by will or deed, yet the habits of thinking on such occasions, 
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take their bias from the spirit of our laws. Many, who hare large families, and 
want room, or aretired of their old farms, think it better to sell, and remove to places 
where Nature is in ker prime; leaving to their successors the toil, calculation, and 
expense of renovating lands exhausted by bad tillage. The worn farms always find 
purchasers; and the price paid for them, buys a sufficient quantity of new land, 
besides leaving a surplus in cash, for improvement. One day this must have ^xi 
end; but that day is fsix distant. When it arrives, the proprietors of old lands- will 
adopt better systems of agriculture, which are now fest advancing. ThesHs will add 
to the products. (^ their lands, and procure them, more wealth, but possibly not more 
happiness, in our more ancient settlements. Our old lands are capable c^ renovation, 
having a good staple, as has been proved in numberiess instances. ' 

I condemnnot. calculation, which is prudent and proper in every business^— ^^ Ego 
sum pictor." I am sometimes seized with the faculty of calculating, but not always 
successful in the practical proof of it. I need not, however, be' discourieiged ; for I 
often read, with pleasure, Mr. Y.'s writings : I admire his genius, and respect even 
his enthusiasm, in which he often strikes out fine thoughts : but I venerate his can- 
dour, while he frequently acknowledges, that success does not always crown. his own 
calculations, or invariably durable conviction, his opinions. We have here innumerar 
ble instances of ^mers who get foi^urd, without ever spending a thought on per 
centage, or other nice calculation. And however ^'problematical" this may seem, it 
is an observation as old as the first appearance c^ the redoubtable Hudibras, that 

" No argument like matter of fact is." 

I ask your forgiveness for the multifietrious, and p^lu^ tiresome scope I have 
taken. The eas^ situation of an industrious, full-handed American farmer, is the 
pleasing result of a combination, produced by all the causes I have mentioned. 
Instead of calculating, he labours and enjoys. And though I. do not profess to have 
a good opinion of the style of American husbandry, yeteven this shows the happy 
situation, in other respects, of our country. With such farming in Europe, the 
farmers would starve, and Icjave their children common labourers, or b^gars. And 
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yet, here they live well, and leave their descendants the means of obtaining the com- 
forts and conveniences of life. This is the problem I have endeavoured to solve. 
And I could not, but by this circuitous route arrive at the answer to Mr. Y^s ques* 
tion, ''Is it possible that the inhabitants of a great continent, not new settlers, who, of 
course, live to hunt, to eat, and to drink, can carry on farmis^ as a business, and yet 
never calculate the profit they make by per centage on their capitaU^' The phrase- 
ology, "who, of course, live to hunt, to eat, and to drink," I do not perfectly compre- 
hend. Our hunters are only a few borderers^ and not to be counted upon as farmers; 
nor are our farmers, though they have not the best systems, idle. I therefore think, 
that (without meaning a. critique) "who eat and drink, to livei^" would have been a 
more just arrangement of language. ^^^ ^Hl 

. . . - : ^-^ 

2. "The demand for cattle and sheep, products, hides, tallow, barrelling b^f, 
sheep, wool, wolves, dogs, and law respecting their killing shdep."^ 

The demand for cattle products is as great as we can supply \ imd the cattle 
business may be carried on to any extent. This "V^ be a growing and extenidve 
business, and can be pushed as £eur, and to as great advantage, as in any other country. 
We have people acquainted with the victualling branch, in all its details ; and as this 
is a country which invites those who "are weary and heavy laden," not **to give 
them rest," but profitable employment, we have some from Cork, and can have more 
from thence, and any other part of the world. Our exported baef is in good credit, 
particularly that from Boston. I have ate mess^beef put up in Philadelphia, after 
having been an Ea3t India voyage, in excellent condition. With this b^f, a sample 
of Philadelphia brewed porter was produced. This had been the same voyage, was 
perfectly good,, and not inferior to English porter. Our merchante prefer our own, 
though they can purchase Irish beef The tallow will always sell to profit, and is 
chiefly consumed here. The hides do not supply our home demand, and. therefore 
importations of Spanish and other hides are frequent. A great proportion of our 
beef, and all our mutton, are consumed at home } ay our people will live well, and eat 
more meat than any equal number in the world. If the sheep business was carried 

28 
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on to much extent, there would be a necessity for exportation. The establishment of 
conmderable manufactures, which is more practicable and beneficial in this country, 
than many people (particularly those of Europe) suppose, will take oflF part of tiie 
mutton of our flocks. There is little or no export of wool to foreign parts; though it 
is brought coastways, «is it happens to be more abundant in one State than in 
another. There is no prohibition against the exportation of this, or any other pro- 
duct. But it is consumed at home, where excellent coarse cloths are made, in which 
a great proportion of our farmers are dad. A variety of other woollen fietbrics are 
also m^de. 

I have no copy of what I mentioned respecting sheep destroying pasture. I know 
they do not eat so much in proportion as other beasts, and their dung is remarkably 
fertilizing; but they bite close, and the droughts and heate of summer, which are 
here long and periodical, bum up the roots. It is a generally received opinion here, 
&at they destroy pasture; and I am warranted by my own experience, to give into 
it, with some qualifications. We do not find that 'Hhe more sheep we keep, the 
more we may." I believe, in the state of ouragriculturCi the. converse is the most 
true. In counties where it is an object, and where there are better systems of £urm- 
ing, with dripping seasons, it may be otherwise. I once thought, in some degfee, as 
Mr. Young does; but find that English ideas will not in this, and many other agri- 
cultural cases, apply here^ In the present state of things, I . adhere to my former 
opinion, that distributing friieep in small numbers to every fiirmer, will do. better than 
any other plan. I know that more, instead of less, care can be taken of them in this 
way; for the farmer can> and does attend to them, without interfering too much with 
his othw affiadrs. Invariably, the sheep of one of our small flocks look the best, and 
have the most wool. With twenty sheep to each fiearm capable of supporting them, 
we might have a prodigious number. If Mr. Young were here, and in the prime of 
life, and would practise his systems, so as to improve the whole mass of agriculture, 
ipuch might be done. Our difficulty is to carry large flocks through our long 
winters. As things are, I have a better opinion of the cattle business than that of 
sheep; and I think the former would succeed better than the latter, with all. the 
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management that could be bestowed on it No one knows, however, what might be 
done, if the whole capitals and attention of industrious, intelligent, and experienced 
men were drawn to this point Our snowy winters would embarrassi if not ruin the 
turnip plants : and the droughts of summer their large flodcs. If chiccory be a 
serious auxiliarj, it is well. It grows as a weed in many parts of this country. 

In the observations upon sheep you were pleased to draire of me on a former ocoa* 
sion, I exhausted my small stock of knowledge on that subject If any thing in these 
observations is applicable now, I beg to refer you to them. 

Wolves are a serious enemy to the sheep plan, in places where there are the larg^sst 
ranges. Time may, perhaps, subdue them. But we have paid for forty or fifty years 
past, out of eur county-rates, 20s. for a wolfs head; and though they are chiefly 
banished from our plains and older settlements, yet on our mountains they an plenty. 
Where a large ridge runs through a country, in other parts ever so well peopled, Uiey 
find retreats, and breed prodigiously. Unless we can have the Pyrenean fmUemifm^ 
in which wolves and sheep, it seems, live tc^ether iti worshipful society, I know not 
a speedy remedy. I lay not long agO) at the fo&t of the South* Mountain, in York 
county, in this State, in a country very thickly settled^ at tiie house of a Justice of 
Peace. Through the night I was kept awake by what I ocmceivad to be a jubi-^ 
lee of dogs, assembled to bay the moon. But I was told in the morning, that 
what disturbed me, was only the common howling of wolves, which nobody there 
regarded. 

Wfaeu I entered the ^' Hall of Justice," I fi>und the 'Squire giving judgment fbr the 
reward on two wolf whelps a countryman had taken from the bitch. The '^judg- 
ment-seat*^ was shakea with the intelligence, that the she^wolf was coming — ^not to 
give bail — but to devote herself, or rescue her offspring. The animal was punished 
for this ^'ds^ng contempt," committed in the face of the court, and was shot within 
an hundred yards of the tribunal. The storge had prompted her to go a little 
too far. 
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Dogs are also formidable, too many being uselessly kept by the wealthy, and not a 
few by poor people, who do not feed them. The law is exactly the same as in Eng- 
land. But it is difficult to prove that the owner had the required sderUer of his dog 
being accustomed to kill sheep. It is also difficult to discover the destroyer. He 
often reigns like an Achilles, but not so open in his feats of destruction. We suflfer, 
therefore, the devastations committed by this nocturnal marauder, and see our slaugh- 
tered sheep, 

" Whose limbs, unburied on the naked shore, 
Devouring dogs and hnngry vultures tore.** 

As to the law, our formers are not fond of it, on such occasioiis. They think th6 
first loss sufficient, and rather submit to the ravages of the ^devouring dogs," than 
risque their purses being ^^ torn" by those they dread as much as if they were ^ hun- 
gry vultures." In short, they prefer losing the value of their sheep, to being fleeced, 
as they suppose, in a prosecution for damages. If they discover the guilty dog, they 
proceed in a summary way — ^th^ shoot him, or otherwise put an end to his career. 
To multiply their chances of punishing the culprit, they oft^i bring to the ^^lan- 
teme," or ^' guillotine," a number of victims, as is sometimes done on more important 
occasions: a practice, however, not very justifiable, even in the case of dogs. It is 
doing justice as quickly, if not so reputably, as was done in England by their old 
court of ^Trail-baton," which, as my Lord Coke says, was as rapid in its movements, 
^ as one might draw, or traile, a staflfe, or stycke." 

We must establish such a court here, if the business of sheep-feeding is largely 
extended: and perhaps send for some Pyrenean wolves, to train our mountaineers to 
a little more civility. If this fails, we must turn our dogs upon them, and, as artful 
politicians treat their fellow-bipeds, keep ourselves safe, by stimulating one enemy to 
root out another, and so ruin both in the contest Seriously, if we had the means of 
keeping large flocks, so as to employ shepherds, we might mani^ both wolves and 
dogs; but, at present, it is not an attainable object 
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^ V ' V r ' / PHiLiJ)ELPHiA, ^i^tember I, 1793. 

Sir, • ; - ' c' • ; ''."'*■'"''■- ' \ ' 

' ; Instead of commencing tfiis letter with an apology, for suffeting yonr feyour of 
the Itth of last January to-reinaupi &o long unacknowledged, I will refer ymi to <he 
bearer, who is perfectly acquainted with my situation, for the reason why it has 
done so. 

The bearer, Sir, is Mr> Xfeai:par gentleman who has been a member of my fiimily 
seven years j and, "until thai present momenty xny Secretary; consequently cannot, as 
I have observed before, be unknowing to the nature; and pi*es9ure of the business in 
which I am continually involved. ^ \ ' 

As a proof, however, that I have not been altogether inattentive to your commancls, 
I. inclose Uieresidt of Mr.>P€fters*s answer to soifle inquiries of yours; .and the copy 
also of a letter- £rom Mr. Jefferson, iawhom I had "propounded for solution, other 
querieis contained in 3/x)ur letter of the above d^te« 

l^he documents I send, have the gdgnature of thesej gentlemen annexed to them, 
but fpr your satis&ction only. 

Mr. Peters is, ^ you will perceive by a vein in his letter, a man of humour. He 
is V theorist, andtuimitted one of the best practical formers in this part of the state 
of Pennsylvahia. 

But,. ^ it is hdt so nmch what the soil of this coxmtry actually produces, as what it 
is capable of producing by^ skilful management, that I conceive to be the object of 
your iirquiry; an^ to know whether this produce would meet a ready market, and 
good prices; what the nature of the climate in general is ; the tehiperature thereof in 
fhe diflferent States'; the quality, and prices of the lands, with the improvements 
thereon^ in various parts of the Union ; the. prospects which are unfolding in each, 
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&c. &,c., I can do no better than refer you to the oral* information of the beaser, 
who is a perton of intelligence, and pretty well acqusdnted with the Stated^ frcm 
New Hampshire, (inclusive) ix> Virginia ; and vne in whom you may, as I doj place 
entire confidence in all he. shall relate of his own knowledge; and believe what is 
given from information, iis it tidll be handed with caution. ' ' 

Mr. Lear has been making arrangements for forming an extensive commercial 
establishment at the Federal City, on the river Potomac; and now goes to Europe> 
for the purpose of taking measul'es, there, to carry his plan into effect I persuade 
myself, that dny^ information you can give him respecting the manufactures of Great 
Britain,, will be gratefully received; and, as I hav^ a particular friendship for him, 
I shall consider any civilities shown him by you, as a mark of your politeness to, 

' ' • . ' . Sir, . * 

Your most obedient, s - 
, * ^ and very humble Bervanl, ' 

G. WASHINGTON. 
Arthur Young, Esq. - ' , ^ 



-^'\'\*\ <\ n ^ f\^r^ •> ^ 



!pHiuii)Ei.PHiA, ;t)ecember 12, 1793. 
Sir, ^ .... 

I wrote to you three mcmths ago, or more> by my late secretary and friend, Mr. 
Lear ; but as his departure from this country for Great Britain, Was delayed longer 
than he or I expected, it is at least probable that that letter will not have reached 
your hands at a much earlier period than.the one I am now writing. 

At the time, it was written, the thoughts which I am now about to disclose to you, 
were not even in embryo^: and whether, in the opinionof others^ there be impropriety, 
or not, in commimicating the object which has given birth to them, is not for me to 
decide. My own mind reproaches me with none; but if yours should view the sub- 
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ject diflfet^iitly, burn this letter, and the draught which accompanies it, and the whole 
matter will be <50iisigned to oblivion; 

All my landed property, east of the Appalachian mountains, is under rent; except 
the estate called Mount Vernon. This, hitherto, I have kept in my own hands : but 
from my present^ situation, from my advanced time of life, from a wish to live free 
from care, and as touch, at toy ease as possible, during the remainder of it, and from 
other causes, which are not necessary to detail, I have, latterly,, entertained serious 
thoughts of letting this estate also, reservitig ihe mansion-house farm for my own 
r^ddenee, occupation, and amusemejit in agriculture ; pnmded I can obtain what, in 
my own judgment, and iii the opinion of others whom I have consulted, the low rent 
which I shall mention hereafter; and provided^bo I can settle it with good farmers. 

The quantity of ploughable land (including meadow), the relative situation of the 
farms to one atiother, and the division of these farms in^ separate inclosurer, with 
the quantity and situation of the woodland appertaining to the jtract, will be better 
delineated by the sketch herewith , sent (which is made from actual surveys, subject, 
nevertheless, to revise^ and correction), than by a volume of words. 

. No estate in United America, is more pleasantly situated than this. It lies in a 
high, dry, and healthy country j three hundred miles by water from the sea, and, as 
you will see by the plan, on one of the finest rivers in the world. Its margin is washed 
by more than ten miles of tide-water; from the bed of which, and the inijumerable 
cbves, inlets, and small marshes, with which it abounds, an inexhaustible fund of rich 
mild may be drawn, as a manure, either to be used separately, or in a compost, 
according to the judgment of the farmer. It is situated in a latitude between the 
extremes of heat and cold, and is the same distance by land and water, with good 
roads, and the best navigation (to and) from the Federal City, Alexandria, and George- 
town; distant from the first, fifteen, from the second, nine, and from the last, sixteen 
miles. The Federal City, in the year 1800, will become the seat of the general 
government of the United States. It is increasing fast in buildings,, and rising into 
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consequence; and will, I have no doubt, from the advantages given to it by nature, 
and its proximity to a rich interior' country, and the western territory, become the 
emporium of the United States. 

The soil of the tract of which I am speaking, is a good loam, more inclined, how^ 
ever, to clay than sand. Prom use, and I might add, abuse, it is become more and 
more consolidated, and of course heavier to work. The greater part is a greyish clay; 
some part is a dark mould; a very little ia inclined to sand, and scarcely anyto stone. 
A husbaiidmJm's wish would not lay the farms morci level than they are; and yet 
some of the fields (but in no gteat degree) are wtushed into gullies, from which all of 
them have liot as yet been recovered. . 

This river, which encompass the land the distance above-mentioried, is well sup- 
plied ^ith various kinds of fish, at all seasons of the year; and, in the springs with 
the greatest profusion of shad, herrings, bass, carp, pierch, sturgeon, &c. Several 
valuable fisheries appertain to the estate ;^ the whole shore, in short, is one entire 
fishery. . 

There are, as you will perceive by the plan, four farms besides that at the mansion- 
house. These four contain three thousand two hundred and sixty acres of cultivable 
land, to which some hundreds more, adjoining, as may be seen, might be added, if. a 
greater quantity should be required ; but-as they were never designed for, so neither 
can it be said they are calculated to suit, tenants of either the first, or of the lower 
class; because thode who have the strength ^nd resource proportioned to farms of 
from five hundred to twelve hundred acres (which these contain), would hardly be 
contented to live in such houses as are thereon : and if they were to ba divided and 
sub-divided, so as to accommodate tenants of small means, say from fifty to one or 
two hundred acres, there would be none, except on the lots whibh might happen' to 
include the present dwelling-houses of my. overlookers (called bailiffs with you), 
bams, ^ and negro-cabinsi nor would I choose to have the woodland (already too 
much pillaged of its timber) ransacked, for the, purpose of building many more: 
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The soil, however, is exfcellenjt for bricks, or for mud-walls; and to the building of 
such houses there would be no liitiitation, nor to that of thktch for the cover of them. 

The towns already n^entlon^ (to. those who might incline to encounter the 
expense), are able to furnish scantling, plank, and shingles, to any amount, and on 
reasonable terms ; and they afford a ready market also for the produce of the land. 

On, what is called Union Farm (containing nine hupdred and twenty-eight acres of 
arable and meadow), there is a newly erected brick barn, equal, perhaps, to any in 
America, ^d for conveniences of all sorts, particularly for sheltering and feeding 
horses, cattle, &c. scarcely to be eiceeded any where. A new house is now building 
in a central, position, not far from^th© bam,^^for the overlooker, which will have two 
rooms, sixteen by eighteen feet below, and one or two above nearly of the same size. 
Convenient thereto, is sufficient accommodation^ for fifty odd negroesi, old and young ; 
but these buildings might not be thought good enough for the workmen, or day- 
labourers, of your country. 

Besides these, a little without the. limits of the farm (as marked in the plan) are 
one or two other houses, very pleasanliy situated, and which, in case this farm 
should be divided intp two (as it formerly was), would answer well for the eastern 
division. The buildings thus enumerated, are all that stand on the premises. 

Dogue Run Farm (six hundred and fifty acres) has a smiall, but new building for 
the overlooker; one room only below, and the same above, sixteen by twenty feet 
each ^decent and comfortable for its size. It has also covering for forty odd negroes, 

similar to what is mentioned on Union Farm. It has a new circular bam, now finish^ 

< - - 

ing, on a new construction ; weU calculated, it is conceived, for getting grain out of 
the straw more expeditiousdy than in the usual mode of threshing. . There are good 
sheds also erecting, sufficient to cov^r thirty wotk-horses and oxen. 



Muddy-hole Farm (four hundred and seventy six acres) has a house for the over- 
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looker, in size and appearance ncariy like that at Dogue Run, but older : the same 
kind of covering for about thirty negroes, and a tolerable good barn, with stables tor 
the work-hors*jes. 

River Farm, which is the largest of the four, and separated from * the others by 
Little Hunting Creek, contains twelve hundred and seven acres of pkmghable land, 
has an overlooker's house of one large, and two small rooms below, and one or two 
above; sufficient covering for fifty or sixty negroes, like those before mentioned; a 
large barn, and stables, gone much to decay, but will be replaced next year, with 
new ones. /^ 

I have deemed it necessary to give this detail of the buildings, that a precise idea 
might be had of the, conveniences and inconveniences of them; and i believe the 
recital is just in dJl its parts. The inclosures are precisely and accurately delineated 
in. the plan; and the fences now are, or soon will be, in respectable order. 

I would let these four farms to four substantial farmers, of wealtb and strength suf- 
ficient to cultivate them, and who would ensure-to me the regular payment of the 
rents; and I would give them leases for seven <^ ten years, at the rate of a 3pctnish 
milled dollar, or other money current at the^time, in this country, equivalent thereto, 
for every acre of ploughahle and mowable ground^ vnthin the inclosures of the re^pec* 
tive farms, as marked in the j^an; and would allow the tenants, during that period, 
to take fuel, and use timber from the woodland, to repair the buildings, and to k^ep 
the fences in order until live fences could be substituted in jdaee of dead ones; but, 
in this casCt no sub-tenants would be allowed. 

Or if these farms are a<Qudged too large, and the rents, of course, toa heavy for such 
£airmers as might incline to emigrate, I should have no insupa^le objection against 
dividing each into as many small ones, as a society of them, formed for the purpose, 
could agree upon, among themselves ; even if it should be by the fields, as they are 
now arranged (which the plata would enable thend to do), provided such buildings as 
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they would bc^ content with, should be erected at their own expense, in the manner 
already mentioned. In which case, as in the former, fuel, and timber for repairs, 
would be allowed; but> as an inducement to parcel out my grounds into such small 
tenements, and to compensate me, at the same time, for the greater consumption of 
fuel and timber, and for the trouble and expense of collecting small rents, I should 
expect a Quarter of a dollar per acre, in addition to what I have already naentioned. 
But in order to make these small farms ihore valuable to the occupants, and by way 
of reimbursing them for the expense of their establishment thpreon, I would grant 
them leases for fifteen or eighteen years; although I have weighty objections to the 
measure, founded on my own experience, of the disadvantage it is to the lessqr, in a 
country where lands are rising every year in value. As an instance in proof, about 
twenty years ago, I gave leases for three lites, in land I held above the Blue Moun- 
tains, near the Shenandoah river, seventy miles from Alexandria, or; any shipping 
port, at a rent of one shilling per acre (no part being then cleared); and now land of 
mmilar quality, in the vicinity, with very trifling improvements therepn, is renting, 
currently, at five, and more shillings per acre, and even as high as eight. 

My motives for letting thia estate having been avowed, I will add, that the whole 
(except the Mansion-House farm), or none, will be parted with, and that upon unequi- 
vocal terms; hecause my object is, to fix my income (be it what it may) upon a solid 
basis, in the hands of good &rmers; because I am not inclined to make a medley of 
it; and, above all, because I could not relinquish my present course, vtrithput a moral 
certainly pf the i^bstitute which is contemplated : for to break up these &rms, 
remove jnj negroas, and to dispose of the property on theo^, upon terms short of this, 
would be ruinous. ^ 

Having said thus much, I ,am disposed to add further, that it would be in my 
power, and certainly it would-be my inclination (upon the principle above), to accom- 
modate the wealthy,;or the weak-handed farmer (and upon reasonable terms) with 
draugh1>>lM>r8es, and working mules and oxen; with cattle, sheep, and hogs; and 
with such implements of husbandry, if they should not in-line to bring them them- 
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selves, as are in use on the farms. On the four £airms there are fifiy-four draught- 
horses, twelve working mules, and a sufficiency of oxen, broke to the yoke; the 
precise, number I am unable this moment to ascertain, as they are comprehended in 
the aggregate of the black cattle : of the latter, there are three hundred and seventeen ; 
of sheep, rix hundred and thirty-four; of hogs, many; but as these run pretty much 
at large in the woodland (which is all under fence), the number is uncertain. Many 
of the negroes, male and female, might be hired by the ^ year, as labourers, if this 
should be preferred to the importation of that class of people; but it deserves con- 
sideration, how far the mldng of whites and blacks together is advisable; espe- 
cially where the former are entirely unacquainted with the latter. 

If there be those who ai^e disposed to take these farms in their undivided state,^ on 
the terms which haye been mentioned, it is an object of sufficient magnitude for 
them, or one of them in behalf of the rest, to. come over and investigate the premises 
thoroughly, that there may be nothing to reproach themselves, or me, with, if (though 
unintentionally) there should be defects in any part of the information herein giv^i; 
or, if a society of farmers are disposed to adventure, it is stiU more incumbent on them 
to send over an agent, for the purpose above-mentioned ; for with me the measure 
must be so fixed, as to preclude any cavil or discussion thereafter. And it may not 
be mal cqn-cpos to observe in this place, that our overlookers are generally engs^ed, 
and all the arrangements for the ensuing crops are made, before the first of Septem- 
ber in every year: it will readily be perceived, then, that if this period is suffered to 
pass away, it is not to be regained until the next year. Possession might be given to 
the new-comers at the season just mentioned, to enable them to put in. their grain for 
the next crop : but the final relinquishment could not take place until the crops are 
gathered; which of Indian corn (maize), seldom happens till towards Christmas, as 
it must endure hard frosts before it can be safely housed. 

I have endeavoured, as &y as my recollection of facts would enable me, or the 
documents in my possession allow, to give such information of the actual «tate of the 
farms, as to enable persons at a distance to form as distinct ideas as the nature of the 
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thing is; susceptible, short of one's own view: and having communicated the motives 
which have inclined me to a change in^my systrai, I will announce.tp you the origin 
of them. 

First Few ships, of late, have arrived from any part of Great Britain, or Ireland, 
without a number of emigrants; and some of them, by report, very respectable and 
full-handed farmers. A number of others, they say, are desirous of following, but 
are unable to obtain passages; but their coming in that manner, even if I was 
apprized of their arrival in time, would not answer my views, for the reason already 
assigned; asd which, as it i^i the ultimatum at present, I will take the liberty of 
repeating, namely, that I must carry m^ plan into complete elocution, or not 
attempt it; and under such auspices, too, as to leave no doubt of the exact fulfil- 
ment: and, ' 

2dly. Because from the number of letters whicl^ I have received myself, (and, as 
it would seem, from respectable pepple,) inquiring into matters pf this sort, with 
intimations of their wishes, and even intentions, of migrating to this coimtry, I can 
have no doubt of succeeding. But I have made no reply to these inquiries; or, if 
toy, in very general terms; because I did not want to engage in correspondences of 
this sort with persons of whom I had no. knowledge, nor indeed leisure for them, if I 
had been so disposed. , 

I shall now conclude as I began, with a desire, that if you see toy impropriety in 
malfing these sentiments known to that class of people who might v(dsh to avail 
themselves of the occasion, that ij may not be mentioned. By a law, or by some 
regulation of your government, artisans, I am well aware, are laid under restraints; 
and, for this reason, I have studiously avoided any overtures to mechanics, although 
my occasions called for theni. But never having heard that difficulties were thrown 
in the way of husbandmen by the government, is one reason for my bringing this 
matter to your view. A second is, that having yourself expressed sentiments which 
showed that you had cast an eye towards this country, and was not inattentive to the 
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welfare of it, I was led to malce my intentions known to you, that if you, or your 
friends, were disposed to avail yourselres of the knowledge, you might take prompt 
measures for the execution. And, 3dly, I was sure, if you had lost sight of the 
object yourself, I could, nevertheless, rely upon such information as you might 
see fit to give me, and upon such characters, too, as you might bp disposed to 
reconunend. 

Lengthy aa this espistle is, I will crave your patience while I add, that it is 
written in too much haste^ and under too great a pressure of public business, %i the 
commencement of an important session of Congress, to be correct, «or properly 
digested. But the season of the year,<^a[id tha apprehension of ice, axe hurrying 
away the last vessel bound firom this port to London. I am driven, therefore, to the 
alternative of making the matter known in this hasty manner, and giving a rude 
sketoh of the farms, which is the subject of it; or to encounter delay — ^the first I pre- 
ferred. It can hardly be necessary to add, thid; I have no desire that any formal 
promulgation of these sentiments should be made. 

To accomplish my wishes, in the manner herein expressed, woi^ be agreeaUe to 
me; and in a way that cannot be exceptionable, would be more so. 

With much esteem and regard, 
I am. Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

G. WASHINGTON. 
Arthur Young, Esq. 
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MOUHT TIElKIfOIf ISSTATIS. 

Washington's domain at Mount Vernon included three distinct estates, and 
contained upwards of eight thousand acres, lying in a compact form, bounded on the 
east and south by the Potomac River. 

The Matision House Estate, embraced the Mansion House Farm, and the 
Union Farm^ embodjdng about four thousand acres; and is one of the most 
beautiful estates in Virginia. He bequeathed this to his nephew. Judge Bushrod 
Washington. 

The Estate embracing the River Farm, l3ring east, and separated from the above 
by Little Hunting Creek, and bounded on two sides by the Potomac, which here 
bends around from its southern course to a western, contains two thousand and 
twenty-seven acres; which he left to his nephew, Lawrence Augustine Washington, 
and his grand-nephew, George Fayette Washington; to be equally divided 
between them. 

The Third Estate, which embraces the Doque Run. Farm, lies northwest of 
the Mansion House estate ; and is that part of the domain bequeathed to his nephew, 

Lawrence Lewis, (the s6n of his sister Betty,) who married Eleanor Park 

< 

CusTis, the grand-daughter of Mrs. Washington. 
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FAC SIMILES OF LETTERS 



FROM HIS EXCELLENCY 



GEORGE WASHINGTON 



TO 



SIR JOHN SINCLAIR, BART., M.P. 



ON 



AGRICULTURAL AND OTHER INTERESTING TOPICS 

ENGRAVED FROM THE ORIGINAL LETTERS 
80 AS TO BE AN EXACT FAC SIMILE OF THE HANDWRITING. 
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TO 
THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES, 

THE FOLLOWING 



IB X X S B S 



WRITTEN BY 

THE ILLUSTEIOUS WASHINGTON, 

WHO MUST EVER BE REVERED 

AS 

AN HONOUR TO THE COUNTRY WHERE HE WAS BORN 

AND 



AN ORNAMENT TO HUMAN NATUR! 




ARE RESPECTFULLY DEDICATED 
BY 



THEIR SINCERE FRIEND AND WELL.WISHER, 

JOHN SINCLAIR. 
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PREFACE. 



A VARIETY of motives, which it may be proper briefly to state, have induced me to 
submit the following Letters to the attention of the public. 

It could not but be highly gratifying to me, to be possessed of so many interesting 
communications from such a distinguished character as the President of the United 
States; and it was natural to suppose, that the public at large, but more especially 
those individuals who revered his memory, would wish to have in their posses- 
sion copies of a correspondence which displayed to such advantage the superior 
talents, the generous views, and the unbounded philanthropy of that celebrated 
statesman. 

The peculiar predilection which General Washington has so strongly and so 
frequently expressed, in the subsequent letters, for agricultural improvement, which 
he preferred Jx> every other pursuit, is another circumstance which I was anxious 
should be recorded for the benefit both of the present and of iiiture times, from a 
desire that it may make a due impression upon the minds of those who might other- 
wise be induced to dedicate themselves entirely, either to the phantoms of military 
fame, or the tortures of political ambition. 

The praises which this distinguished statesman has bestowed on the establishment 
of the British Bomtd of Agriculture, (''an Institution," he remarks, ''of the utility of 
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which he entertained the most fevourable idea from the first intimation of it; and that 
the more he had seen and r^ected on the plan since, the more convinced he was of 
its importance, in a national point of view, not only to Great Britain, but to all other 
countries,") I was solicitous to record, as one means of protecting that valuable estab- 
lishment from the risk to which it may be exposed from the ignorance or inattention 
of future ministers, who, incapable of estimating the merits of such an Institution 
themselves, or conceiving the advantages that may be derived from it, might heed- 
lessly, either diminish the sphere of its utility, or terminate its eristence. 

The wishes which the founder of the American Republic has expressed for 
having a similar establishment in America, I also judged it expedient to publish, in 
the hope that the recommendation of so great a man will ultimately be adopted as 
soon as the necessary arrangements for that purpose can be made by the govern- 
ment of the United States. 

It may now be proper to give & brief account of the origin of the following 
correspondence. 

About the year 1790, I began to be engaged in those extensive inquiries relating 
to the general state of my native country, and the means of promoting its improve- 
ment, which were not only interesting to Great Britain, but to every civilized part 
of the world; and having resolved to send the first papers which were printed on 
those subjects to several distinguished characters in foreign and distwt countries, I 
could not think of neglecting an individual so pre-eminently conspicuous as the 
President of the United States of America. In answer to the first letter I had the 
honour of addressing to him, I received the communication dated the 20th day of 
October, 1792. 

I embraced every opportunity of transmitting, firom time to time, the additional 
papers which were afterwards printed on the subjects of our correspondence, accom- 
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panied by letters, of only one of which I have a copy, in which I endeavoured to 
demonstrate the advantages which might be derived from establishing a Board of 
Agriculture in America. Of that letter, I beg leave to subjoin the following extract, 
as it tends to explain more fully General Washington's answer of the 6th day of 
March, 1797, stating the circumstances which at that time prevented the immediate 
adoption of that measure. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM SIR JOHN SINCLAIR TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Whitehall, London, 10th September, 1796. 

^ ^ Mt ^ ^ m ^ * ^ * 

**The people of this country, as well as of America, learn, with infinite regret, that 
you propose resigning your situation as President of the United States. I shall not 
enter into the discussion of a question of which I am incompetent to judge; but, if 
it be so, I hope that you will recommend some agricultuiai establishment on a great 
scale before you quit the reins of government. By that, I mean a Board of 
Agriculture, or some similar institution^ at Philadelphia, with Societies of Agri- 
culture in the capital of each State, to correspond wth it. Such an establishment 
would soon enable the farmers of America to acquire agricuUtiral knowledge, and, 
what is of equal importance, afford them the means of communicating what they 
have learnt to their countrymen, 

" I scarcely think that any government can be properly constituted without such 
an establishment. As mere individuals, four things are necessary: 1, food; 2, 
clothing; 3, shelter; 4, mental improvement. As members of a large community, 
four other particulars seem to be essential, namely: 1, property; 2, marriage; 3, 
laws for our direction in this world; and, 4, religion to prepare us for another. But 
the foundation of the whole is food, and that country must be the happiest where 
that sine qua n&n can be most easily obtained. Th^ surest means of securing abun- 
dance of food, however, is by ascertaining the best mode of raising it, and rousing a 
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spirit of improvement for that purpose, for both of which the countenance and pro- 
tection of the government of a country, through the medium of some public 
establishment, is essential. The trifling expense for which such an institution 
might be supported is another argument in its favour. 

" I am induced more particularly to dwell upon this circumstance, as it might be 
in my power, on various occasions, to give useful hints to America, were I satisfied 
that they would be duly weighed, and if approved of, acted upon. For instance, 
you will herewith receive some Egyptian wheat, which produces at the rate of one 
hundred and eighty bushels per English acre. Indeed, without such a grain, so 
narrow a country as Egypt could never have fed such multitudes of people as it did 
in ancient times. I have no doubt of its thriving in America equally well. It also 
recently occurred to me, that in the Southern States, other plants, as the New Zea- 
land kind of hemp, might be raised in great perfection. But to introduce any new 
article of produce, the countenance, and in some cases, the assistance of the govern- 
ment of a state is necessary. When once, however, the practicability of cidtivating 
any article is ascertained, it cannot be of any real advantage to a nation if it «tand in 
need of legislative aid. 

« 

" But I have already tired your Excellency with too long a dissertation, which I 
am persuaded you will attribute to its real cause, enthusiasm in feivour of Agricul- 
ture, and respect for so valuable a friend to it as General Washington. For other 
particulars, I must refer to our intelligent friend. Doctor Edwards, to whose charge 
I have taken the liberty of delivering a parcel, with some papers we have lately 
printed, &c. 

" It will give me much pleasure to be of any use to Mr. King, Mr. Gore, or Mr. 
Pinckney, during their residence in England. Indeed, I have always felt a strong 
desire of showing every attention in my power to any American gentleman who may 
have visited this country; for though our governments are now distinct, the people 
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are in fiact the same, without any possible inducement to quarrel, if they knew their 
respective interests, and with every reason to wish each other well, and to promote 
their mutual prosperity. 

'^Before I conclude, permit me to ask, is there no chance of seeing General 
Washington in England? I should be proud of his accepting an apartment in 
my house, and I am sure that he would meet with the most flattering reception in 
every part of the Island, but from none with more real attachment and regard, than 
from, &c." 

As it is a singular circumstance, that a person in such an exalted situation as 
General Washington, should have leisure to write, with his own hand, so many 
letters to an entire stranger, and some of them of considerable length, I have been 
induced to have them engraved, in order to represent the hand-writing of their cele- 
brated author: they are exact copies of those received by me. It is proposed to 
deposit the originals in the British Museum, as the precious relics of a great man, fit 
to be pr#i»rved in that valuable repository. 

It may be proper to add^ that the following collection contains all the letters I have 
received, with the exception of two, the first of which was marked private, and is 
mentioned in General Washington's letters of the I5th of July, and 6th of Novem- 
ber, 1797. It is a long and interesting paper, which, however, it would not be proper 
to publish at this time. The other letter was of a late date, and aUudes to circum- 
stances of a nature which it would be improper at present to communicate to the 
public. 

To conclude, I hope that these letters will not only furnish much satisfactory 
information to the reader, as containing the sentiments of General Washington on 
agricultural and other important subjects, but will also display, to peculiar advan- 
tage, the character of the much respected author; and with the profits of the publi- 
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cation I trust it will be in my power to pay a proper tribute of respect to the memory 
of one, who, though the immediate cause of the separation between Great Britain 
and America, yet is the person to whom, in a great measure, is to be ascribed the 
good understanding which now so happily subsists between the two countries; and 
whose character must ever be revered, even by those with whom he cont^ided, 
either in war or politics, as containing as much good, with as little alloy, as that of 
any indiyidual whose memory is recorded in history. 

London, 29 Parlument Street, 1st March, 1800. 
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SINCE TfflS WORK WAS SENT TO THE PRESS, I FIND THAT ONE OF GENERAL WASHINGTON'S MOST 
INTERESTING LETTERS HAS BEEN LOST. THERE IS FORTUNATELY, HOWEVER, AN EXTRACT FROM 
IT IN THE FIRST VOLUME OP THE COMMUNICATIONS PUBLISHED BY THE BOARD OF AGRICULTURE, 
[P. 374,1 A COPY OP WHICH I BEG LEAVE TO LAY BEFORE THE READER,* FROM THAT PUBLICATION. 

Philadelphu, 10th December, 1796. 

^ ^ ^ * m ^ ^ * ^ . 41^ Mt 

" The result of the experiments entrusted to the care of Dr. Fordyce, must be as 
curious as they may prove interesting to the science of husbandry. Not less so will 
be an intelligent solution of those queries relative to live stock, which are handed to 
the public. 

"A few months more, say the 3d of March next, (1797,) and the scenes of my 
political life will close, and leave me in the shades of retirement; when, if a few 
years are allowed me to enjoy it, (many I cannot expect, being upon the verge of 
sixly-five,) and health is continued to me, I shall peruse vnth pleasure and edification 
the fruits of the exertions of the Board for the improvement of agriculture; and 
shall have leisure, I trust, to realize some of the useful discoveries which have been 
made in the science of husbandry. 

" Until the above period shall have arrived, and particularly during the present 
session of Congress, which commenced the 5th instant, I can give but litUe attention 
to matters out of the line of my immediate avocations. I did not, however, omit the 
occasion, at the opening of the session, to call the attention of that body to the im- 
^rtance of agriculture. What will be the result, I know not at present; but if it 
should be favourable, the hints which you will have it in your power to give, cannot 
fail of being gratefully received by the members who may constitute the Board." 
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REMARKS ON THE CHARACTER OF WASHINGTON. 

BY SIR JOHN SINCLAIR. 

Whoevbr has perused the preceding Letters will, I trust, concur with me in the 
following reflections. 

1. That nothing could possibly place the character of this distinguished statesman 
in a more estimable light, than that of beholding the same individual, whose military 
expbits had spread his &me over the uniTerse, and who had been invested with 
supreme power in the coimtry where he was born, in the midst of all his various 
public avocations, carrying on an extensive correspondence with a native of a distant 
country, on agricultural and other general inquiries of a similar nature. . 

2. That those who are blest with a reflecting and philosophic aiind, must contem- 
plate with pleasure and delight a person, elevated by the voice of his fellow-citizens 
to the summit of political authority, who, instead of wishing to aggrandize himself, 
and to extend his power, was anxiously bent to quit that situation, to which so many 
others would have fondly aspired, and to return to the comfort and enjoyment of pri- 
vate life; belying thus the insinuations of those malignant spirits who are perpetually 
railing against the talents and virtues which, conscious of wanting themselves, they 
do not believe that others can possess. 

3. Is there, on the whole, any individual, either in ancient or modem history, who 
has prouder claims to distinction and pre-eminence, than the great character whose 
letters this volume contains? His military talents were early celebrated; first in the 
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service of Great Britain, and afterwards in that of America. His powers as a states- 
man, and as the founder of a Constitution, which, with British prejudices, I may con- 
sider as inferior to our own, but which ^promises to secure the happiness of the great 
nation it was formed to govern, cannot possibly be questioned. His public virtue, as 
the uncorrupted magistrate ot a free people, who reluctantly received supreme autho- 
rity, when it was judged necessary for the public good for him to assume it, and who 
anxiously wished to resign it into their hands, when it could be done with public 
safety, can hardly be equalled in history. His literary endowments were unquestion- 
ably of a superior order. His letters in this collection, his addresses to the American 
Congress, and his farewell oration when he quitted, for the last time, the Presidency 
of the United States, are models of each species of composition. His closing a well- 
spent life, after a short illness, without having his strength or fadnlties impaired by 
any previous disorder, or any untoward circumstances having occurred that could 
materially affect his feelings, or could possibly tarnish his fame, is an uncommon 
instance of good fortune. The scene in which he acted also, and Ihe object which he 
achieved, are the most memorable which history furnishes. For it was such a man 
alone, who, by combining the force and commanding the confidence of thirteen sepa- 
rate States, could have dissolved those ties which subjected America to Europe, and to 
whom the political separation of two worlds is to be attributed. But, above all, what 
distinguished this 0elebrated warrior and statesman is, that to all those military and 
public talents, and to those literary endowments, which are so rarely united in the 
same person, he added the practice of every virtue that could adorn the private indi- 
vidual. It were in vain for me to attempt adequately to express the ideas I entertain 
of a character, in every respect so peculiarly splendid. The pen of the immortal 
Shakspeare is alone competent to the tads, and on the tombstone of the illustrious 
Washington let it be engraved — 

His life was gentle, and the elements 

So mixM in him, that Nature might stand up 

And say to all the world, — This was a man, 

■ TAKE Hm FOB ALL IN ALL, 

We shall NOT LOOK UPON HIS LIKE AGAIN. 
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OFnCIAL AND PARTICULAR ACCOUNT OF THE 

ILLNESS AND DEATH OF THE ILLUSTRIOUS WASHINGTON, 

AS PUBLISHED BY THE PHYSICIANS WHO ATTENDED HIM. 

Some time in the night of Friday, the I3th December, having been exposed to a 
rain on the preceding day, General Washington was attacked with an inflammatory 
aflFection of the upper part of the windpipe, called in technical language, cynanche 
trachealis. The disease commenced with a violent ague, accompanied with some 
pain in the upper and fore part of the throat, a sense of stric*iite in the same part, a 
coagh, and a difficult rather than a painful deglutition, which were soon succeeded 
by fever, and a quick and a laborious respiration. The necessity of blood-letting 
mggesting itself to the General, he procured a bleeder in the neighbourhood, who 
took from his arm, in the night, twelve or fourteen ounces of blood. He would not 
by any means be prevailed upon by the family to send for the attending physician 
till the following morning, who arrived at Mount Vernon at about eleven o'clock on 
Saturday. Discovering the case to be highly alarming, and foreseeing the fatal ten- 
dency of the disease, two consulting physicians were immediately sent for, who 
arrived, one at half after three, the other at four o'clock in the afternoon. In the 
interim were employed two copious bleedings, a blister was applied to the part 
affected, two moderate doses of calomel were given, and an injection was adminis- 
tered, which operated on the lower intestines — ^but all without any perceptible 
advantage, the respiration becoming still more difficult and distressing. 

Upon the arrival of the first of the consulting physicians, it was agreed, as there 
were yet no signs of accumulation in the bronchial vessels of the lungs, to try the 
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result of another bleeding, when about thirty-two ounces of blood were drawn, 
without the smallest apparent alleviation of the disease. Vapours of vinegar and 
water were frequently inhaled; ten grains of calomel were given, succeeded by 
repeated doses of emetic tartar, amounting in all to five or six grains, with no other 
effect than a copious discharge from the bowels. The powers of life seemed now 
manifestly yielding to the force of the disorder. Blisters were applied to the extrem- 
ities, together with a cataplasm of bran and vinegar to the throat Speaking, which 
was painfril from the beginning, now became almost impracticable; respiration grew 
more and more contracted and imperfect, till half after eleven o'clock on Saturday 
night, retaining the ftdl possession of his intellect, when he expired without a 
struggle. 

He was fully impressed at the beginning of his complaint, as well as through every 
succeeding stage c^ it, that its conclusion would be mortal; submitting to the several 
exertions made for his recovery rather as a duty, than frx)m any expectation of their 
efficacy. He considered the operations of death upon his system as coeval with the 
disease; and several hours before his decease, after repeated efforts to be understood, 
succeeded in expressing a desire that he nught be permitted to die without inter- 
ruption. 

During the short period of his illness, he economized his time in the arrangement 
of such few concerns as required his attention, with the utmost serenity, and antici- 
pated his approaching dissolution with every demonstration of ^at equanimity for 
which his whole life has been so uniformly and singularly conspicuous. 

JAMES CRAIK, ^ttexidlns FhTsician. 
ELISHA C. DICK, Coneultine Fhyi 
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THE MELANCHOLY EVENT OP WASHINGTON'S DEATH WAS ANNOUNCED TO THE PRESIDENT OP THE 
UNITED STATES IN THE FOLLOWING LETTER PROM MR. LEAR. 



Mount Vernon, Dec. 16, 1799. 
Sir, 

It is with inexpressible grief that I have to announce to you the death of the 
great and good General Washington. He died last evening between ten and eleven 
o'clock, after a short illness of about twenty-four hours. His disorder was an 
inflammatory sore thoat, which proceeded from a cold, of which he made but little 
complaint on Friday. On Saturday morning about three o'clock he became ill. 
Dr. Dick attended him in the morning, and Dr. Craik, of Alexandria, and Dr. Brown, 
of Port Tobacco, were soon after called in. Every medical assistance was afforded, 
but without the desired efiect. His last scene corresponded with the whole tenor 
of his life. Not a groan, not a complaint escaped him in extreme distress. With 
perfect resignation, and a full possession of his reason, he closed his well spent life. 

TOBIAS LEAR. 
The President op the UNriED States. 



It is unnecessary to add, that the intelligence of this distressing event was rapidly 
spread throughout all America, and received with the deepest symptoms of sorrow 
and regret; nor was there any part of Europe, where those who felt any respect for 
integrity and virtue, did not consider the death of General Washington as a public 
calamity. 
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TOMB OF WASHINGTON. 



The desire, expressed by Washington in his will, for the removBl of the family 
vault, in consequence of its decay and improper situation, has been fully complied 
with. A new tomb was erected in 1831, on the side of a steep sloping hill, having 
a southern exposure, upon a thickly wooded dell; being the spot marked out by him, 
and designated as the " foot of the Vineyard Enclosure." It is built of brick, the 
walls rising eight feet from the ground, and arched over; the front is roughcast, and 
has a plain iron door with a strong casement of freestone. Over the door is a stone 
panel inscribed with these words: 

I AM THE RESURRECTION AND THE UPB, HE THAT 

BELIEYETH IN HE, THOUGH HE WERE DEAD, 

YET SHALL HE LIVE. 

At a small distance from the walls of the tomb, there is a surrounding enclosure of 
brick, elevated to the height of twelve feet, with an iron gate in front opening seve- 
ral feet in advance of the vault door. The gateway is flanked vdth pilasters, sur- 
mounted by a stone cornice and coping, covering a pointed gothic arch, over which 
is a plain slab with this inscription : 

WITHIN THIS ENCLOSORE REST THE REMAINS OF GENERAL 

GEORGE WASHINGTON, 



In 1837, John Struthers, Esq., of Philadelphia, requested the privilege of con- 
structing a coffin, or sarcophagus of marble, in which the remains of The Father 
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OF HIS Country might be deposited; and received from the surviving executor the 
following reply : 



AuDLEY, February 22d, 1837. 
Dear Sir, 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of yours of the 7th inst. In reply to it, I can 
only say, being the only surviving executor of General Washington, I have only my 
own feelings to consult upon a refusal or acceptance of your very liberal and polito 
offer of a stone coffin, as a depository for the remains of him " who was first in 

WAR, FIRST IN PEACE, AND FIRST IN THE HEARTS OF HIS COUNTRYMEN." 

The manner of making your oflFer, the delicacy with which it is proffered, forbids a 
refusal to accept it; and I tender you, in behalf of every relative of this distinguished 
man, the most cordial and sincere thanks for the kind feeling which has actuated you 
upon this occasion. I leave it to your experience to make it in form and manner as 
you may think best. 

I am, dear Sir, 

Very respectfully yours, 

LAWRENCE LEWIS. 



Mr. Struthers, accordingly, constructed a sarcophagus, of modern form, from a solid 
block of Pennsylvania marble, eight feet in length, three feet in width, and two feet 
in height, resting on a plinth which projects four inches round the base. The top, or 
covering-stone, is of Italian marble, on which is sculptured, in the boldest relief, the 
arms and insignia of the United States; the design occupying a large portion of the 
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central part of the top surface. Between these armorial bearings and the foot of the 
coffin is deeply cut, in large letters, the name of 



WAS H I NGTO N. 



On the foot of the coffin is inscribed. 



BY PERMISSION OF LAWRENCE LEWIS, £m|., THIS 
SARCOPHAGUS OF WA8HIKGT09, WAS PRESENTED BT 

JOHN STRUTHERS, OF PHILADELPHIA, 
MARBLE BiASON. 



This beautiful sarcophagus being forwarded to Mount Vernon; on Saturday, the 
7th of October, 1837, the body of Washington, encased in lead, was taken from the 
vault and laid in it; and the ponderous top-stone being put on, set in cement, sealed 
from our sight the mortal remains of him whose name will be handed down to the 
latest generations as the greatest of men. 

It is placed on the right of the gateway or entrance to the tomb; and another coffin, 
also of marble, containing the remains of Mrs. Washington, on the left : both being 
open to the view, through the iron gate, of those who make a pilgrimage to 
Mount Vernon. 
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THE WILL OF WASHINaXON. 



IN THE NAME OF GOD, AMEN. 

I, George Washington, of Mount Vernon, a citizen of the United States, and 
lately President of the same, do make, ordain, and declare this instrument, which is 
written with my own hand, and every page thereof subscribed with my name, to be 
my last Will and Testament, revoking all others. 

Imprimis. — All my debts, of which there are but few, and none of magnitude, are 
to be punctually and speedily paid, and the legacies, hereinafter bequeathed, are to 
be discharged as soon as circumstances will permit, and in the manner directed. 

Item. — ^To my dearly beloved wife, Martha Washington, I give and bequeath 
the use, profit, and benefit of my whole estate, real and personal, for the term of her 
natural life, except such parts thereof as are specially disposed of hereafter. My 
improved lot in the town of Alexandria, situated on Pitt and Cameron streets, I give 
to her and her heirs for ever; as I also do my household and kitchen furniture of 
every sort and kind, with the liquors and groceries which may be on hand at the 
time of my decease, to be used and disposed of as she may think proper. 

Item. — ^Upon the decease of my wife, it is my will and desire, that all the slaves 
whom I hold in my own right, shall receive their freedom. To .emancipate them 
during her life would, though earnestly wished by me, be attended with insuperable 
difl5culties, on account of their intermixture by marriage with the dower negroes, as 
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to excite the most painful sensations, if not disagreeable consequences to the latter, 
while both descriptions are in the occupancy of the same proprietor; it not being in 
my power, under the tenure by which the dower negroes are held, to manumit them. 
And whereas, among those who will receive freedom according to this devise, there 
may be some, who, from old age or bodily infirmities, and others, who, on account of 
their infancy, will be unable to support themselves, it is my will and desire, that all, 
who come under the first and second d^cription, shall be comfortably clothed and fed 
by my heirs while they live; and that such of the latter description as have no parents 
living, or, if living, are unable or unwilling to provide for them, shall be bound by 
the court until they shall arrive at the age of twenty-five years; and, in cases where 
no record can be produced, whereby their ages can be ascertained, the judgment of 
the court, upon its own view of the subject, shall be adequate and final. The 
negroes thus bound, are (by their masters or mistresses) to be taught to read and 
write, and to be brought up to some useful occupation, agreeably to the laws of the 
Commonwealth of Virginia, providing for the support of orphan and other poor 
children. And I do hereby expressly forbid the sale or transportation out of the 
said Commonwealth, of any slave I may die possessed of, under any pretence what- 
ever. And I do, moreover, most pointedly and most solemnly enjoin it upon my 
executors hereafter named, or the survivors of them, to see that this clause respecting 
slaves, and every part thereof, be religiously fulfilled at the epoch at which it is 
directed to take place, without evasion, neglect, or delay, after the crops which may 
then be on the ground are harvested, particularly as it respects the aged and infirm; 
seeing that a regular and permanent fund be established for their support, as long as 
there are subjects requiring it; not trusting to the uncertain provision to be made by 
individuals. And to my mulatto man William, calling himself William Lee, I give 
immediate freedom, or, if he should prefer it, (on account of the accidents which 
have befallen him, and which have rendered him incapable of walking, or of any 
active employment,) to remain in the situation he now is, it shall be optional in him 
to do so; in either case, however, I allow him an annuity of thirty dollars, during 
his natural life, which shall be independent of the victuals and clothes he has been 
accustomed to receive, if he chooses the last alternative; but in full with his 
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freedom if he prefers the first; and this I give him, as a testimony of my sense of 
his attachment to me, and for his fiedthful services during the revolutionary war. 

Item. — ^To the trustees (governors, or by whatsoever other name they may be 
designated) of the Academy in the town of Alexandria, I give and bequeath, in trust, 
four thousand dollars, or in other words, twenty of ^ the shares which I hold in the 
Bank of Alexandria, towards the support of a free school, established at, and annexed 
to, the said Academy, for the purpose of educating such orphan children, or the 
children of such other poor and indigent persons, as are unable to accomplish it with 
their own means, and who, in the judgment of the trustees of the said seminary, are 
best entitled to the benefit of this donation. The aforesaid twenty shares I give and 
bequeath in perpetuity ; the dividends only of which are to be drawn for and applied, 
by the trustees for the time being, for the uses above mentioned ; the stock to remain 
entire and untouched, unless indications of failure of said bank should be so apparent, 
or a discontinuance thereof, should render a removal of this fund necessary. In 
either of these cases, the amount of the stock here devised is to be vested in some 
other bank, or public institution, whereby the interest may with regularity and 
certainty be drawn and applied as above. And to prevent misconception, my mean- 
ing is, and is hereby declared to be, that these twenty shares are in lieu of, and not 
in addition to the thousand pounds given by a missive letter some years ago, in con- 
sequence whereof an annuity of fifty pounds has since been paid towards the support 
of this institution. 

Item. — Whereas by a law of the Commonwealth of Virginia, enacted in the year 
1785, the Legislature thereof was pleased, as an evidence of its approbation of the 
services I had rendered the public during the Revolution, and partly, I believe, in 
consideration of my having suggested the vast advantages which the community would 
derive from the extension of its inland navigation under legislative patronage, to 
present me with one hundred shares, of one hundred dollars each, in the incorporated 
Company, established for the purpose of extending the navigation of James River from 
the tide water to the mountains; and also with fifty shares, of iClOO sterling each, in 
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the corporation of another Company, likewise established for the similar purpose of 
opening the navigation of the River Potomac from the tide water to Fort Cumber- 
land; the acceptance of which, although the oflFer was highly honourable and 
grateful to my feelings, was refused, as inconsistent with a principle which I had 
adopted, and had never departed from, viz. not to receive pecuniary compensation for 
any services I could render my country in its arduous struggle with Great Britain 
for its rights, and because I had evaded similar propositions from other States in the 
Union; adding to this refusal, however, an intimation, that, if it should be the 
pleasure of the Legislature to permit me to appropriate the said shares to public uses, 
I would receive them on those terms veith due sensibility; and this it having 
consented to, in flattering terms, as will appear by a subsequent law, and sundry 
resolutions, in the most ample and honourable manner; — ^I proceed after this recital, 
for the more correct understanding of the case, to declare; that, as it has always 
been a source of serious regret vdth me, to see the youth of these United States sent 
to foreign countries for the purpose of education, often before their minds were 
formed, or they had imbibed any adequate ideas of the happiness of their own; 
contracting too frequently, not only habits of dissipation and extravagance, but prin- 
ciples imfriendly to republican government, and to the true and genuine liberties of 
mankind, which thereafter are rarely overcome; for these reasons it has been my 
ardent wish to see a plan devised on a liberal scale, which would have a tendency to 
spread systematic ideas through all parts of this rising empire, thereby to do away 
local attachments and state prejudices, as far as the nature of things would, or indeed 
ought to admit, from our national councils. Looking anxiously forward to the 
accomplishment of so desirable an object as this is, (in my estimation,) my mind has 
not been able to contemplate any plan more likely to effect the measure, than the 
establishment of a University in a central part of the United States, to which the 
youths of fortune and talents from all parts thereof may be sent for the completion of 
their education, in all the branches of polite literature, in arts and sciences, in 
acquiring knowledge in the principles of politics and good government, and, as a 
matter of infinite importance in my judgment, by associating with each other, and 
forming friendships in juvenile years, be enabled to free themselves in a proper 
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degree from those local prejudices and habitual jealousies which have just been 
mentioned, and which, when carried to excess, are never-failing sources of dis- 
quietude to the public mind, and pregnant of mischievous consequences to this 
country. Under these impressions, so fully dilated, 

Item. — I give and bequeath, in perpetuity, the fifty shares which I hold in the 
Potomac Company, (under the aforesaid acts of the Legislature of Virginia,) towards 
the endowment of a University, to be established within the limits of the District of 
Columbia, under the auspices of the general government, if that government should 
incline to extend a fostering hand towards it ; and, until such seminary is established, 
and the funds arising on these shares shall be required for its support, my further will 
and desire is, that the profit accruing therefrom shall, whenever the dividends are 
made, be laid out in purchasing stock in the Bank of Columbia, or some other bank, 
at the discretion of my executors, or by the Treasurer of the United States for the time 
being, under the direction of Congress, provided that honourable body should patron- 
ise the measure; and the dividends proceeding from the purchase of such stock are to 
be invested in more stock, and so on, until a sum adequate to the accomplishment of 
the object is obtained; of which I have not the smallest doubt before many years pass 
away, even if no aid or encouragement is given by the legislative authority, or from 
any other source. 

Item. — ^The hundred shares, which I hold in the James River Company, I have 
given, and now confirm in perpetuity, to and for the use and benefit of Liberty Hall 
Academy, in the county of Rockbridge, in the commonwealth of Virginia. 

Item. — I release, exonerate, and discharge the estate of my deceased brother, 
Samuel Washington, firom the payment of the money which is due to me for the land 
I sold to Philip Pendleton, (lying in the county of Berkeley,) who assigned the same 
to him, the said Samuel, who by agreement was to pay me therefor. And whereas, 
by some contract (the purport of which was never communicated to me) between the 
said Samuel and his son, Thornton Washington, the latter became possessed of the 
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aforesaid land, without any conveyance having passed from me, either to the said 
Pendleton, the said Samuel, or the said Thornton, and without any consideration 
having been made, by which neglect neither the legal nor equitable title has been 
alienated; it rests therefore with me to declare my intentions concerning the premi- 
ses; and these are, to give and bequeath the said land to whomsoever the said Thorn- 
ton Washington, (who is also dead) devised the same, or to his heirs for ever, if he died 
intestate; exonerating the estate of the said Thornton, equally with that of the said 
Samuel, from payment of the purchase money, which, with interest, agreeably to the 
original contract with the said Pendleton, would amount to more than a thousand 
pounds. And whereas two other sons of my deceased brother Samuel, namely, 
George Steptoe Washington, and Lawrence Augustine Washington, were, by the 
decease of those to whose care they were committed, brought under my protection, 
and, in consequence, have occasioned advances on my part, for their education at col- 
lege and other schools, for their board, clothing, and other incidental expenses, to the 
amount of near five thousand dollars, over and above the sums furnished by their 
estate, which sum it may be inconvenient for them or their father^s estate to refund; I 
do for these reasons acquit them and the said estate fix>m the payment thereof, my 
intention being, that all accounts between them and me, and their father's estate and 
me, shall stand balanced. 

Item. — The balance due to me from the estate of Bartholomew Dandridge, 
deceased, (my wife's brother) and which amounted on the first day of October, 
1795, to four hundred and twenty-five pounds, (as will appear by an account 
rendered by his deceased son, John Dandridge, who was the acting executor of his 
father's will,) I release and acquit from the payment thoreof. And the negroes, 
then thirty-three in number, formerly belonging to the said estate, who were taken 

in execution, sold, and purchased in on my account, in the year , and ever since 

have remained in the possession and to the use of Mary, widow of the said Bartholo- 
mew Dandridge, with their increase, it is my will and desire shall continue and 
be in her possession, without paying hire, or making compensation for the same 
for the time past, or to come, during her natural life; at the expiration of which, I 
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direct that all of them who are forty years old and upwards shall receive their 
freedom; and all under that age, and above sixteen, shall serve seven years and no 
longer ; and all under sixteen years shall serve until they are twenty-five years of 
j^e, and then be free. And, to avoid disputes respecting the ages of any of these 
negroes, they are to be taken into the court of the county in which they reside; and 
the judgment thereof, in this relation, shall be final, and record thereof made, which 
may be adduced as evidence at any time thereafter, if disputes should arise concern- 
ing the same. And I further direct, that the heirs of the said Bartholomew Dan- 
dridge shall equally share the benefits arising from the services of the said negroes, 
according to the tenor of this devise, upon the decease of their mother. - 

Item. — If Charles Carter, who intermarried with my niece Betty Lewis, is not 
sufficiently secured in the title to the lots he had of me in the town of Fredericks- 
burg, it is my will and desire, that my executors shall make such conveyances of 
them as the law requires to render it perfect 

Item. — To my nephew, William Augustine Washington, and his heirs, (if he 
should conceive them to be objects worth prosecuting,) a lot in the town of Man- 
chester, (oposite to Richmond,) No. 266, drawn on my sole account, and also the 
tenth of one or two hundred acre lots, and two or three half acre lots, in the city 
and vicinity of Richmond, drawn in partnership with nine others, all in the lottery 
of the deceased William Byrd, are given ; as is also a lot which I purchased of John 
Hood, conveyed by William Willie and Samuel Gordon, trustees of the said John 
Hood, numbered 139, in the town of Edinburgh, in the county of Prince George, 
state of Virginia. 

Item. — ^To my nephew, Bushrod Washington, I give and bequeath all the papers 
in my possession, which relate to my civil and military administration of the affairs 
of this country. I leave to him also such of my private papers as are worth preserv- 
ing ; and at the decease of my wife, and before, if she is not inclined to retain them, 
I give and bequeath my library of books and pamphlets of every kind. 
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Item. — Having sold lands which I possessed in the state of Pennsylvania, and 
part of a tract held in equal right with George Clinton, late governor of New York, 
in the state of New York, my share of land and interest in the Great Dismal Swamp, 
and a tract of land which I owned in the county of Gloucester, withholding the l^al 
titles thereto, until the consideration money should be paid, and having moreover 
leased and conditionally sold (as will appear by the tenor of the said leases) all my 
lands upon the Great Kanhawa, and a tract upon Difficut Run, in the county of 
Loudoun, it is my will and direction, that whensoever the contracts are fully and 
respectively complied with, according to the spirit, true intent, and meaning thereof, 
on the part of the purchasers, their heirs or assigns, that then, and in that case, con- 
veyances are to be made, agreeably to the terms of said contracts, and the money 
arising therefrom, when paid, to be vested in bank stock; the dividends whereof, 
as of that also which is already vested therein, are to inure to my said wife during 
her life; but the stock itself is to remain and be subject to the general distribution 
hereafter directed. 

Item. — ^To the Earl of Buchan I recommit the "Box made of the Oak that sheltered 
the great Sir William Wallace, after the battle of Falkirk,'' presented to me by his 
Lordship, in terms too flattering for me to repeat, with a request " to pass it, on the 
event of my decease, to the man in my country, who should appear to merit it best, 
upon the same conditions that have induced him to send it to me." Whether easy or 
not to select the man, who might comport with his Lordship's opinion in this respect, 
is not for me to say; but, conceiving that no disposition of this valuable curiosity 
can be more eligible than the recommitment of it to his own cabinet, agreeably to 
the original design of the Goldsmith's Company of Edinburgh, who presented it to 
him, and, at his request, consented that it should be transferred to me, I do give and 
bequeath the same to his Lordship; and, in case of his decease, to his heir, with my 
grateful thanks for the distingushed honour of presenting it to me, and more 
especially for the favourable sentiments with which he accompanied it. 

Item. — To my brother, Charles Washington, I give and bequeath the gold-headed 
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cane left me by Dr. Franklin in his will. I add nothing to it, because of the ample 
provision I have made for his issue. To the acquaintances and friends of my juve- 
nile years, Lawrence Washington and Robert Washington, of Chotanck, I give my 
other two gold-headed canes, having my arms engraved on them; and to each, as 
they will be useful where they live, I leave one of the spyglasses, which constituted 
part of my equipage during the late war. To^my compatriot in arms, and did and 
intimate friend. Dr. Craik, I give my bureau, (or, as the cabinet-makers call it, tam- 
bour secretary,) and the circular chair, an appendage of my study. To Dr. David 
Stuart, I give my large shaving and dressing table, and my telescope. To the 
Reverend, now Bryan, Lord Fairfax, I give a Bible, in three large folio volumes, 
with notes, presented to me by the Right Reverend Thomas Wilson, Bishop of 
Sodor and Man. To General de Lafayette, I give a pair of findy wrought steel 
pistol^, taken from the enemy in the revolutionary war. To my sisters-in-law, 
Hannah Washington and Mildred Washington, to my friends, Eleanor Stuart, 
Hannah Washington, of Fairfield, and Elizabeth Washington, of Hayfield, I give 
each a mourning ring, of the value of one hundred dollars. These bequests are not 
made for the intrinsic value of them, but as mementos of my esteem and regard. To 
Tobias Lear, I give the use of the farm, which he now holds in virtue of a lease 
from me to him and his deceased wife, (for and during their natural lives,) free from 
rent during his life; and at the expiration of which, it is to be disposed of as is 
hereinafter directed. Ta Sally B. Haynie, (a distant relation of mine,) I give and 
bequeath three hundred dollars. To Sarah Green, daughter of the deceased Thomas 
Bishop, and to Ann Walker, daughter of John Alton, also deceased, I give each one 
hundred dollars, in consideration of the attachment of their fathers to me; each of 
whom having lived nearly forty years in my family. To each of my nephews, Wil- 
liam Augustine Washington, George Lewis, George Steptoe Washington, Bushrod 
Washington, and Samuel Washington, I give one of the swords, or couteaux, of 
which I may die possessed; and they are to choose in the order they are named. 
These swords are accompanied with an injunction not to unsheath them for the pur- 
pose of shedding blood, except it be for seltdefence, or in defence of their coxmtry 
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and its rights; and in the latter case, to keep them unsheathed, and prefer falling 
with them in their hands to the relinquishment thereof. 

And now, having gone through these specific devises, with explanations for the 
more correct understanding of the meaning and design of them, I proceed to the 
distribution of the more important parts of my estate, in manner following : 

First. — ^To my nephew, Bushrod Washington, and his heirs, (partly in con- 
sideration of an intimation to his deceased father, while we were bachelors, and he 
had kindly undertaken to superintend my estate during my military services in the 
former war between Great Britain and France, that, if I should fall therein. Mount 
Vernon, then less extensive in domain than at present, should become his property,) 
I give and bequeath all that part thereof, which is comprehended within the fol- 
lowing limits, viz. Beginning at the ford of Dogue Run, near the Mill, and ex- 
tending along the road, and bounded thereby, as it now goes, and ever has gone, 
since my recollection of it, to the iord of Little Hunting Creek, at the Gum Spring, 
until it comes to a knoll opposite to an old road, which formerly passed through the 
lower field of Muddy-Hole Farm; at which^ on the north side of said road, are three 
red or Spanish oaks, marked as a comer, and a stone placed; thence by a line of 
trees, to be marked rectangular, to the back line or outer boundary of the tract 
between Thompson Mason and myself; thence with that line easterly (now double 
ditching, with a post-and-rail fence thereon) to the run of Little Hunting Creek; 
thence with that run, which is the boundary between the lands of the late 
Humphrey Peake and me, to the tide-water of the said creek; thence by that 
water to Potomac River; thence with the river to the mouth of Dogue Creek; and 
thence with the said Dogue Creek to the place of beginning at the aforesaid ford^ 
containing upwards of four thousand acres, be the same more or less, together with 
the mansion-house, and all other buildings and improvements thereon. 

Second. — ^In consideration of the consanguinity between them and my wife, being 
as nearly related to her as to myself, as on account of the affection I had for, and 
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the obligation I was under to their father when living, who from his youth had 
attached himself to my person, and followed my fortunes through the vicissitudes of 
the late Revolution, afterwards devoting his time to the superintendence of my 
private concerns for many years, whilst my public employments rendered it imprac- 
ticable for me to do it myself, thereby aflFording me essential services, and always 
performing them in a manner the most filial and respectful; for these reasons, I say, 
I give and bequeath to George Fayette Washington, and Lawrence Augustine Wash- 
ington, and their heirs, my estate east of Little Hunting Creek, lying on the River 
Potomac, including the farm of three hundred and sixty acres, leased to Tobias Lear, 
as noticed before, and containing in the whole, by d^ed, two thousand and twenty- 
seven acres, be it more or less ; which said estate it is my will and desire should be 
equitably and advantageously divided between them, according to quantity, quality, 
and other circumstances, when the youngest shall have arrived at the age of twenty- 
one years, by three judicious and disinterested men; one to be chosen by each of 
the brothers, and the third by these two. ' In the mean time, if the termination of 
my wife's interest therein should have ceased, the profits arising therefrom are to be 
applied for their joint uses and benefit. 

Third. — And whereas it has always been my intention, since my expectation of 
having issue has ceased, to consider the grand-children of my wife in the same light 
as I do my own relations, and to act a friendly part by them; more especially by the 
two whom we have raised from their earliest infancy, namely, Eleanor Parke Custis, 
and George Washington Parke Gustis; and whereas the former of these hath lately 
intermarried with Lawrence Lewis, a son of my deceased sister, Betty Lewis, by 
which union the inducement to provide for them both has increased ; wherefore I 
give and bequeath to the said Lawrence Lewis and Eleanor Parke Lewis, his wife, 
and their heirs, the residue of my Mount Vernon estate, not already devised to my 
nephew, Bushrod Washington, comprehended within the following description, viz. 
All the land north of the road leading from the ford of Dogue Run, to the Gum 
Spring, as described in the devise of the other part of the tract to Bushrod Wash- 
ington, until it comes to the stone and three red or Spanish oaks on the knoll; thence 
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with the rectangular line to the back line (between Mr. Mason and me); thence 
with that line westerly along the new double ditch to Dogue Run, by the tumbling 
dam of my mill; thence with the said run to the ford aforementioned. To which I 
add all the land I possess west of the said Dogue Run and Dogue Creek, bounded 
easterly and southerly thereby; together with the mill, distillery, and all other 
houses and improvements on the premises, making together about two thousand 
acres, be it more or less. 

Fourth. — Actuated by the principle already mentioned, I give and bequeath to 
George Washington Parke Custis, the grandson of my wife, and my ward, and^to his 
heirs, the tract I hold on Four Mile Run, in the vicinity of Alexandria, containing one 
thousand two hundred acres, more or less, and my entire square. No. 21, in the city 
of Washington. 

Fifth. — All the rest and residue of my estate real and personal, not disposed of in 
manner aforesaid, in whatsoever consisting, wheresoever lying, and whensoever found, 
(a schedule of which, as far as is recollected, with a reasonable estimate of its value, is 
hereunto annexed,) I desire may be sold by my executors, at such times, in such man- 
ner, and on such credits, if an equal, valid, and satisfieictory distribution of the specific 
property cannot he made without, as in their judgment shall be most conducive to the 
interest of the parties concerned; and the moneys ari^ng therefrom to be divided into 
twenty-three equal parts, and applied as follows, viz. To William Augustine Wash- 
ington, Elizabeth Spotswood, Jane Thornton, and the heirs of Ann Ashton, sons and 
daughters of my deceased brother, Augustine Washington, I give and bequeath four 
parts ; that is, one part to each of them. To Fielding Lewis, George Lewis, Robert 
Lewis, Howell Lewis, and Betty Carter, sons and daughter of my deceased sister, 
Betty Lewis, I give and bequeath five other purts; one to each of them. To George 
Steptpe Washington, Lawrence Augustine Washington, Harriet Parks, and the heirs 
of Thornton Washington, sons and daughter of my deceased brother Samuel Wash- 
ington, I give and bequeath other four parts; one to each of them. To Corbin 
Washington, and the heirs of Jane Washington, son and daughter of my deceased 
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brother John Augustine Washington, I give and bequeath two parts; one to each of 
them. To Samuel Washington, Francis Ball, and Mildred Hammond, son and daugh- 
ter of my brother Charles Washington, I give and bequeath three parts; one to each 
of them. And to George Fayette Washington, Charles Augustine Washington, and 
Maria Washington, sons and daughter of my deceased nephew, George Augustine 
Washington, I give one other pjrt, that is, to each a third of that part. To Elizabeth 
Parke Law, Martha Parke Peter, and Eleanor Parke Lewis> I give and bequeath 
three other parts; that is, a part to each of them. And to my nephews Bushrod 
Washington, and Lawrence Lewis, and to my ward, the grandson of my wife, I give 
and bequeath one other part; that is, a third thereof to each of them. And if it should 
so happen, that any of the persons whose names are here enumerated (unknown to 
me) should now be dead, or should die before me, that in either of these case«, the 
heirs of such deceased person shall, notwithstanding, derive all the benefits of the 
bequest, in the same manner as if he or she was actually living at the time. And, by 
way of advice, I recommend it to my executors not to be precipitate in disposing of 
the landed property, (herein directed to be sold,) if from temporary causes the sale 
thereof should be dull; experience having fully evinced, that the price of land, espe- 
cially above the fells of the river, and on. the western waters, has been progressively 
rising, and cannot be. long checked in its increasing value. And I particularly recom- 
mend it to such of the legatees (under this clause of my will,) as can make it conve- 
nient, to take each a share of my stock in the Potomac Company, in preference to the 
amount of what it might sell for; being thoroughly convinced myself, that no uses to 
which the money can be applied, will be so productive as the tolls arising from this 
navigation when in full operation, (and thus, from the nature of things, it must be, ere 
long,) and more especially if that of the Shenandoah is added thereto. 

The family vault at Mount Vernon requiring repairs, and being improperly situated 
besides, I desire that a new one of brick, and upon a larger scale, may be built at the 
foot of what is commonly called the Vineyard Enclosure, on the ground which is 
marked out; in which my remains, with those of my deceased relations (now in the 
old vault), and such others of my family as may choose to be entombed there, may 
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be deposited. And it is my express desire, that my corpse may be interred in a 
private manner, without parade or funeral oration. 

Lastly. — I constitute and appoint my dearly beloved wife, Martha Washington, 
my nephews, William Augustine Washington, Bushrod Washington, George Steptoe 
Washington, Samuel Washington, and Lawrence JLewis, and my ward, George 
Washington Parke Curtis (when he shall arrive at the age of twenty-one years), 
executrix and executors of this my will and testament, in the construction of which it 
will be readily perceived, that no professional character has been consulted, or has 
had any agency in the draft; and that, although it has occupied many of my leisure 
hours to digest, and to throw it into its present form, it may^ notwithstanding, appear 
crude and incorrect; but, having endeavoured to be plain and explicit in all the 
devises, even at the expense of prolixity, perhaps of tautology, I hope and trust that 
no disputes will arise concerning them. But if, contrary to expectation, the case 
should be otherwise, from the want of legal expressions, or the usual technical terms, 
or because too much or too little has been said on any of the devises to be consonant 
with law, my will and direction expressly is, that all disputes (if unhappily any 
should arise) shall be decided by three impartial and intelligent men, known for their 
probity and good understanding; two to be chosen by the disputants, each having 
the choice of one, and the third by those two; which three men, thus chosen, shall, 
unfettered by law or legal constructions, declare their sense of the testator's inten- 
tion; and such decision is, to all intents and purposes, to be as binding on the parties 
as if it had been given in the Supreme Court of the United States. 

In witness of all and of each of the things herein contained, I 
have set my hand and seal, this ninth day of july, in the 
year one thousand seven" hundred and ninety,* and of the 
Independence of the United States the twenty-fourth. 

GEORGE WASHINGTON. 

* The testator seems to have omitted the^ord *^ nine." 
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A TRUE AND BEAUTIFUI PORTRAIT 



OP THE 



CHARACTER OF GENERAL WASHII^GTON, 



BY THE 



LATE HONOURABLE GEORGE CANNING, 



PRua MnnsTSB or siiolakd 



General Washington was, we believe, in his siity-eighth year. The height of 
his person was about six feet two inches ; his chest fall, and his limbs, though rather 
slender, well shaped and muscular. His head was small^ in which respect he resem- 
bled the make of a great number of his countrymen. His eyes were of a very ligbt 
grey colour; and, in proportion to the length of his face, his nose was long. Mr. 
Stewart, the eminent portrait painter, used to say, there were features in his fece 
totally dififerent from what he had ever observed in that of any other human being ; 
the sockets of his eyes, for instance, were larger than he had ever met with before, 
and the upper part of the nose broader. All his features, he observed, were indicative 
of the strongest passions, yet, like Socrates, his judgment and great self-command, 
have always made him appear a man of different character in the eyes of the world* 
He always spoke with great diffidence, and sometimes hesitated for a word, but it was 
always to find one particularly well calculated to express his meaning. His language 
was manly and expressive. At levee, his discourse with strangers turned principally 
upon the subject of America; and if they had been through any remarkable places, 
his conversation was free and particularly interesting, for he was intimately ac- 
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quainted with every part of the country. He was much more open and free in his 
behaviour at the levee than in private, and in the company of ladies, still more so, 
than when solely with men. Few persons ever found themselves for the first time 
in the company of Gieneral Washington, without being impressed with a certain 
degree of veneration and awe ; nor did those emotions subside on a closer acquaint- 
ance; on the contrary, his person and deportment, were such, as rather tended to 
augment -them. The whole range of history does not present to our view, a char- 
acter, upon which we can dwell with such entire and unmixed admiration. The long 
lifo of General Washington^ is not stained by asingk bht 

He was indeed a man of such tare endowments, and such fortunate temperament, 
that every action he performed, was alike exempted from the character of vice or 
weakness. Whatever he said, or did, or wrote, was stamped veith a striking and 
peculiar propriety. All his qualities were so happily blended, and so nicely harmo- 
nized, that the result was a great and perfect whole; the powers of his mind, and the 
dispositions of his heaift, were admirably suited to each other. It was the union of 
llie most consummate prudence, with the most perfect moderation. His views, though 
large and liberal, were not extravagant; his virtues, though comprehensive and benefi* 
cent, were discriminating, judicious, and practical; yet his character, though regular 
and uniform, possessed none of the littleness which may sometimes belong to those 
descriptions of men. It was formed a majestic pile, the effect of which was not 
impaired, but improved by order and symmetry; there was nothing in it to dazzle by 
wildness, or surprise by eccentricity. It was a higher species of moral beauty; it 
contained everything great and elevated, but it had no false and tinsel ornament ; it 
was not the model cried up by fashion and circumstance; its excellence was adapted 
to the true and just moral taste, incapable of change from the varying accidents of 
manners and opinionB. 

General Washington is not the Idol of a day, but the Hero of ages! Placed in cir- 
cumstances of the most trying difficulty at the beginning of the American contest, he 
accepted that situation which was pre-eminent in danger and responsibility. His per- 
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severance overcame every obstacle, conciliated every opposition; his genius supplied 
every resource. His enlarged views could plan, revise, and improve every branch of 
civil and military operation. He had the superior courage which can act, or forbear 
to act, as true poUcy dictates, careless of the reproaches of ignorance, either in power, 
or out of power. He knew how to conquer by waiting in spite of obloquy, for the 
moment of victory, and he merited true praise by despising unmerited censure. 

In the most arduous movements of the contest, his prudent firmness proved the 
salvation of the cause which he supported. His conduct was on all occasions guided 
by the most pure disinterestedness. Far superior to low and grovelling motives, he 
seemed even to be uninfluenced by that ambition which has justly been called, the 
instinct of great souls. He acted ever as if his country's welfare, and that alone, was 
the moving spring. His excellent mind needed not even the stimulus of ambition, or 
the prospect of fame. Glory was but a secondary consideration. He performed great 
actions, he persevered in a course of laborious utility, with an equanimity that neither 
sought distinction, nor was flattered by it; his reward was in the consciousness of his 
rectitude, and in the success of his patriotic efforts. As his elevation to the chief 
power was the unbiassed choice of his countrymen, his exercise of it was agreeable to 
the purity of its origin ; as be had neither solicited nor usurped dominion, he had 
neither to contend with rivals, nor the revenge of enemies. As his authority was 
undisputed, so it required no jealous precautions^ no rigorous severity. His govern- 
ment was mild and gentle; it was beneficent and liberal; it was wise and just; his 
prudent administration, consolidated and enlarged the dominion of an infant republic. 

In voluntarily resigning the Magistracy which he had filled with such distinguished 
honour, he enjoyed the unequalled satisfaction of leaving to the state, he had contri- 
buted to establish, the fruits of his wisdom, and the example of his virtues. It is 
some consolation amidst the violence of ambition, and the criminal thirst of power, 
of which so many instances occur around us, to find a character whom it is honour- 
able to admire, and virtuous to imitate. A conqueror for the freedom of his country ! 
a legislator for its security! a magistrate for its happiness! his glories were never 
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sullied by those excesses into which the highest qualities are apt to degenerate. 
With the greatest yirtues, he was e3CMDipt from the corresponding vices. He was a 
man in whom the elements seemed so blended, that '' Nature might hare stood up to 
all the world/' and owned him as her work. His fetme, bound to no country, will 
be confined to no age. 

The diaracter of General Washington, which his contemporaries regret and 
admire^ will be transmitted to posterity, and the memory of his virtues, while patriot- 
ism and virtue are held sacred among men, will remain undiminished ! 

Peace to the memory of a man of worth! 
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